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CHAP. I, 

Lord Stellor thcn walk^ci all through 
the town of Manfredonia, inquiring 
of every person he inet if they had 
seen.such ladies : from each he rcceiwd 
a. negative. He then retiirned ; and 
again sent thfipc of his servants off, 
eacli a different road, and he with Zelo 
piu:sued a fourth road, in hopes of gain- 
ing some intelligenc«. 

When Prince Gaieci, agrecable to 
the invitation, arrived, he was con- 
cerned to hear the account of the la- 
dies*jeIopement, and \vasmuch shocked 
at the apathy with which Obreskoff re- * 

VOL. II. B lated . 



2 SECRET MACHINATIONS. 

lated* iti He feit for the distress of 
Lord Stellor, for ObreskofF did not su|>- 
press any cii^cum^tanae j LpMJl.St^l^iir'^ . 
virtoes and Ins own viccs he alike 
painted in glowing colours; he only 
aimed at givmg them fklse appearances. 
The one he set forth as shocking weak- 
ness; the other^ as fashiönable indul- 
gences, and such as no man, who 
wished to distiBguish himself in lifi^ 
could avoid. The princej not wishing 
to enter into an arguineqt on, thß &ub* 
ject, did not jive bis. opinion, but 
contented himßelf by observiog,-^ 
" that cu5tDm in mway countrics tolc- 
rajted. practicesj which the reh'gion of 
the country strictly forbids." Tlie day 
passed but half enjoyed by the prince; 
he felt> the absence of Lord Stellof in a 
stron^ degfep,, and he took hia leave 
earjy ia, th.e ev.ening. The iDor^ii^g 
came, but Lprd Stellof did notieturn* 
AloQe, ObrwkpflT. could not exisjt ; to 
3 the 



tbe iaüe of Tki^msa b!e[ was indifimcty 
tb^refore he determiuqd . tp go 19 pur- 
suit of new adventures ; in a feiv nii« 
luitcs he settle4 all his domestic co];i- 
cenuy. and left Manfredonia. 

Lprd Stellor travellotl three days io 
the greatest auxiety ; he took little 
food) and less rast Catigue and dis- 
tress of miod overpowered a Constitu- 
tion delicate, though good ; the livcly 
tints of health fled from his clieek ; 
andi his hair, pf a beautiful colour, 
between fiaxen and auburn, shaded bis 
pale forebead with sbort luxuriant 
curls, and gave a cast of deep, tender 
sorrow to bis countenance. His large 
blue eyes». in which was seen more in- 
teresting softness tban manly fire, were 
laoguid and duU; nor did bis long eye 
lashes, wbich usually gave a tender ex- 
pression to his eyes, do more tban shade 
them from view; bis form, whose 
symmefryppssessed all the soft turns of 
B 2 Adonts, 
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Adonis, sunk. He feil from his horse. 
Zdo, whohad obsen^ed the weakness 
stealing on fais lord^ was at his side, 
caught him ere he had reached the 
ground» and c^rried him to the shade, 
UBable to move. Zeloleft him, and rode 
with all speed to procure some sort of 
con veyancc. Nothing better than a car- = 
retta, drawn by buffalos, could be got 
to Manfredonia. He sent a man ou 
his horse to order the carriage ta meet 
them without delay ;.and he attended 
slowly by the side of his lordship uvitil 
the carriage metthem. By the time 
they reached Manfredonia, Lord Stellor 
was insensible to all that passed ; and 
the apothecary expressed great fears 
fbr his recovery. His fits of delirium 
were long and violent; his calls for 
Imma were conti nued and piercing. 
Prince Gareci could not leave Manfre- ^ 
donia until Lord Stellor's jeturn,^ as he 
was anxious to know if he had disco- 

vered 
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vered the ladies ; he also feit a friendly 
solicitude for his happiness. When he 
saw hitn in that piteous atate, bis heart 
was pained ;• he sat houFs by his bed*» 
aide, commiserating his sufierings, and 
' süffemig himself, being unable ta alle« 
Ttatehis. Three days did Lord Stellqr 
lay in alternate üts of delirium and stu- 
- por : Prince Gareci watching, with 
painfui emotions, the dreadful and me- 
lancholy transitton irom fits of the most 
viplent ravings to a de^-^iik^ Stupor. 

Wfien Lord Linton . and Sir Georgö 
Pfailomath entered the Chamber, Lord 
Stellor's countenance had all the pal^ 
hollow marks of death,; his breathings 
were not heard, nor the käst signs of 
animation, except a faint» slow pulse : 
The Chamber was stil||and silent, as 
the sacred mausoleum of the dead. 
Prince Gareci and Zelo^ pn each side 
the bedy mütually watching the work^ 
ings of the disorder, marking, with 
B 3 wonder^ 



"wonder, die aib&ü4ttte pewer of the oiwtl 
* ovcr the body. 

Lord Linton, unprepared to find las 
-frieixl in the apparent arm« of ^cartk, 
«nnk on a chair. Tbe dts^ust bi&CKHB- 
'Ai\ct liad giveii;-»tlie iseuetielJono^Jie 
'int^AcIed to fiay,^«libßediVom bis miad; 
^fÄl^'^iiielled küs heaiAj and tfae cruel ;Mt- 
uhieer of iniiooence was lost in the snf» 
^ring Iriead >of ins loai. 

iMOrA LiiitoA wae souaed by the •dBp 
tf'anpe of^6il?g&ry, wfeio €Kclaimed| 
*• hnmk is not^ h«vc, my Iwd ! O, Sir 
George, Imma 419 riin awaj, and fihe 
«rva«t8 know^ rieft M*eFe 1 Shehas beeil 
g!D!ieina*!}rdays/' ^ » 

•** And,^ Said ]Lo^ ÜÄton, wghmg 
d*€fÄy, '* are you «nr«? fiaw yem 
jM-ocf t)f tffec fatal tiiith?— Ami dö *I 
feehold, ra the compankm of «ry wfan-cy 
atwi yowth, <hc despoller of fema^e ii>' 
iiofeence*!' Oöuld the ftiend, vhotri tny 
heaft has ackno^rledgedfor years as jfs 
% ' greatest 
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giieatest favourite, be gnilty of So blac'k 
a cfrime? Oh, löst, deprayed Felix ! liow 
•hast thou subverted the end Tor whicli 
tbou uast created ! The noble cha- 
rnctti öf taati ts suök, oWiterated by 
the vilest of all actions. And h üi'y 
tsömpamon, my fritttd, my Wothe^ so 
iö^t vo tvety scOTe of reiigiön and hd- 
^rmur! And bafs be trampled ön every 
social duty ! What aniraal but mah *is 
thöpfe in the cmttfon that thus" d^stroyi 
•bteöwn specfeÄ? Atad rfiat the frien^ 
^ my soul, tht bnly frieinA of my 
^otith, shoüfd äfdt AuV ^s tti^ gTeatest 
äfB'rcTibn'. . If mäh 'opposi^s hJs arts, bis 
tricks to man, ihe 'ccntest Is equal; 
but ^vflen lovely, soft, easy, believing^ 
>iiroman is the object mätked out as bi$ 
prey, the conquest is eruel and inglo- 
rious ! Man was ordained by bis great 
Ciieator to love and cherish womeh, 
Döts not nature instivictively direct her 
tö fly to man fot protection ? Theh, 
B 4 wherq 
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wliere is tlie boasted glory of treachei- 
ously decciving and conquering her, 
who flies to our arms for protection?? 
Ob, my Felix ! who has contaminated 
your principles? Whence this depra- 
vity?" 

As he spoke this last sentence, he ap-' 
proached the bed, and took Lord Stel- 
Jor \s band ; ihe deadly coläness chilled 
hira ; he stärted ; dropped the band, 
ajid cxclairaed, '* He is dead !" Gre- 
gory, who, during Lord Linton's apost- 
trophy had feil oa bis knees at the fc^t 
of the bed, and prayed with fervefacy 
for the restoration of Imina, started 
up, " God forbid, my lord ! I would 
not for the wörld lie should die with 
so great a sin on bis head. Is there no 
help for bim ? Shall I go for some !'* 

" My frifend/' said Prince Gareci, 
who tili now had had no opportunity 
of speaking, ** all the inedical assist- 
ance Jtbat Älanfredonia affords has been 

cälled 
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calied in. I havewatched the gteatest 
part of the la&t three days by the bed* 
aide of thisiunhäppy man : he is Worthy 
yOBr care and tenderness." 

" Worthy !*' returned Gregory, ** I 
fear not V 

** You see,'* my lord," resamed the 
prince^ ** that I am instinetively at- 
tached to your friend. I met him ob 
the day I arrived here from Venice : I 
nientioned your name : it was a pas»? 
port to his heart, and, but for this un- 
happy matady, we should have been 
sworn friends long ere this." 

** I havQ many apologie^s to uiake for 
my inattention to you on en4;eriQg the 
%oom ; my anxiety for my friend must 
plead my excuse« Can you, prince^ 
inform me the cause of the dreadful 
State he is m ?'' 

*• The flight of the lady you so sIbu- 
cerdy lament." . 

'* Haye you seen her ?'^ 

» d No:. 



5' No : :sUe ütd <m. tht ü^y.^ his loid^ 
-idiip dined \vitli me^ whtch was the day 
«fter i arsrVed : no (;racfes Ins <sbe kft 
It is not tö be di&oove^ed by wbich 
toäd^e ^ent,. oria vhät convcyance : 
every possible search ha» beeö made t6 
HO cfFect." 

Lord LintDD then rharie maHy inqui* 
ries öf Zelo concnDing Imnia; änd the 
tneans used^to sret hieri>from Amalfi : to 
all Ife^answelied with a shrag. 
" Sit George saW wIth concern tlie tor- 
pid fctate In which Lotd Stellor lay, and 
heard with pain an acemitik of his rav* 
ings? büt he «was &. thttn öf niethod, 
aridy 'iSiö^pl wheW'ori^r head and ear« 
m»* tfottts and rhaniiscH^>t8, he neveip 
emittefi tfcat wbidi ought (o be done. 
-v V Iti'vill be rfght, my ford/* said 
Sir George, " to MTlte te the^ earl, 
and inftrrti'^itah that we häve found 
his son, though we cannöt give him 
the least accoiiiit *of hh actioBS. I. 



will withdmw, nAii wi>Ue to Mm Siä« 

Ij69d Lintött femäitied by the bed« 
iide, afld We*, l^ith a heaft füll of 
gi«^^ topk Zdtd'B piKe. The netürti )Df 
a detiiiiftn strüek thetn iVith liorrör; 
the li^j iifieoherent ravings and paih- 
M gtoatas f>t^t:c€d th^ir h4?ah^, and tlie 
piteom voicÄ iti which he called fot 
Imtna^ Hvrang their feeliri^s. During: 
tiiis j6l öf fretiiy, Sir George entered 
\\h\\ the lelter he had written to the 
earl.'^ 

; '' Rca^ ttiy lord^'* sald he ; '* thfcii 
Mnd it M liiö, foir I cannoi bear to heai* 
and see scenes so dreadftil." 
- ' His lotdship tead ihe föllo^nng letj;er. 
albud to the pHäöfe diid Gregory : 

" Ai^ length, my dfear earl, öur in- 
tfeftItigÄble ^viscei-at* ha^ beeh blesse^l 
^tfUh sdetdss-^ybur son ^h fbund, aftei^ 
K jöurtiey bf ttiaby da^i, elongated by 
feläU •ateAunts; Tht Jöy'iV* feft wheh- 

B 6 WC 
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we<iiscoyefcd»;^i^f })abitationi.: was in«- 
stantly obnubelated on seeing htm laid 
OD bis bed, in an efTraiable State of ob- 
mutesce^ce ;- in fact, eve^y senae and 
power is suspend^d« Ti»s tprpifl jltatQ 
is succeeded by the w^t effraiable 
frenzies, and tbis has been hisisitu^tion, 
I find, for tbese three days past. Imma 
has left bim : her fligbt i& tb/e cause of 
bis being in this State of ademption. 

*' How be got her, and how sh^ fled, 
we bave yct to kam. Here are four 
stout fu&tilarians he took from Naples 
to assist him ; frc^ tbem we can get 
nothing but shiugp j they aie ohsti- 
nately elinquid. 

*^ i tfust the physician will soon ad* 
minister a nepeuthe ; he is expected 
here every niinute. Tbat be adniinis- 
ters a proper febrifuge, I sball bave 
antoptcal proof. Rely on Linton and 
niyself ; Aothing ahalji be omitted; no 
care Of tenderness vanting to produce 

a State 



r 



a State of convalesence ; bat Imma is 
all his'cry, and I fealr that nothing biit 
Imma can do it ; and whcFte fihaU wt 
find her? :. 

" Beiieve me, my d^aF earl, had I 
not had an irrefiagable proof of bis 
«ime, wbich I fear nothing can elute^ 
I coüld not have believed that Lord 
Stellor had so well studied thelyphthora» 
and in the iirst!aUempt to have carried 
ofF his prize. How or wliere the lovely 
Imma is, I wish to know, for she must 
yet be innooent,. however defilad by 
your son. . Should she reach England» 
I tnist you w>iU receive her» not as the 
lewd admioister to your son^s pleasures^ 
biit as the iniix)oent| » lovely Itiimä of 
Amalfii you so much admired, and 
have so often with pleasure talked of 

to,,- 

*'My dear earl, .-. . 

.'' Your sincerelyafiectibnAte' ' 

*^ GEORGE PHILOHATH.'^ » 

Five 
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. live days longef did tke fits of dd^ 
fiutn aüd Stupor aucceed ead» oCber ;: 
•H (he BHith d^, : aftor viirioae «everi 
applications, the fever abaled, aäd te 
?ecof ered aoine de^ree of itMoli* The 
prince wa^s by his aide« Afttr some 
lünd iiM|urrie$, he cmutioasly asked faiq^ 
if he should like to aee hia old friendf. 
Lord LiQtoa« 

** Ah, poor Frederic i His iHendship 
I hav^ forfeited : I have treated, him 
«nwoFthily.'* 

" £ii0ii«h l" aaid the prince, ** a 
feult aekiioiriedged is^ half iofgi^eii > 
fdly on his ^peüerous dispoaitwn for^he 
leat: iriH you ace hi« nowT* 

'.'Nol^! Ifiheheie; O, IcaMiot:: 
|ie will not be kiod/' 

*' Bq at ease: his love sm^^ht joa ; 
his friendship will coiufort and support 
you." 

•'Ah! it wiU^-^buti Oh, my 

He 
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He then sank ioto a State of isseniH 
bility for some t inie* jLord Lintoa ,va» 
affected^ and weQt near tbc bed« hMi 
Stedbr opened his eyes, Mfd 8%hed 
deeply. * 

•^ Oh, «ly Fei« !" »aid Lord Lmtoiv 
-pressifig bU händ» '' friend$hip Uecib 
tosee yott thtis." 

'^ Frederic, you aF€ to& gjood^tbtt« 
to fofgive nie." ^ 

He again faiüted. The pbysiciam 
discoverefl that tlie fever was not the 
cause, but tbc eflfect of bisdisorderf 
and untü the. cause waa- i^moved he 
boped but little; mild and tender 
soothmgs do mucb ; fictiosi, h(3 Stid^ 
was warrantable, if at y aecounl €ouI4 . 
be built oi^ fiction to eon^rey peace t<r 
bis änind^ ; 

How is the soul of iViendsbif) wouBdt' 
edl,:tortured^ rncked, when situated as 
Lord Lintoh was i Howi strobg ; th4 
demand of hnirianky i How fef t^ the 

effects 
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cfFects of every effort ? The energies^ 
bf mindi soul^ and body, were c^lled 
forth tö savc a dear, erring youth. 

The fabricated täte of Ifnma's safety 
was forcibly extorted from Gregory^ 
The worthy young man, after much 
reasoning on tbe poini with Lord Lintott 
and Sir George, laid it among tWe 
tiuiriber of pious faldehoods authorized 
by hi3 church ; and, after greeting 
liord Stdlör in bis holy way, toW a 
fair tale of Imma's safe arrival at 
Amalfi, and by her directions he came 
tW as6ure hin» of it r and led Lei«! 
Linton to hini. 

This täte was balm to bis souI, and 
ttn anodyne to bis aching heart and 
«lind. Many questions did he attempt 
to ask concerning her, tili forbid by 
tbe pbysician. To know that Imma 
iwa&safe, no plea&ure could equal; to 
l>e tqfld so^ by Gregory, sent by her, 
was a proof that she had generously 
- . ) - pleaded 
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• 

pleaded his.caiase j axid kiofjly declared 
the extent of the injuries he had done 
her. . These soft consif lationa floated 
on his miud| and calmecl f he tupiultin 
^his brain. His pulse dropped ; bis 
.blood circu^ted more regulär^ find in 
forty hours the phy^sician prpnoijiQced 
hitn free from disorder^ but in so. debi- 
iitated a State as to be-tinable to lift a 
small cup tp bis inputh*. . 

Sir George, whatever his prof/sssio^s 
.were, attende^ , not in thq siqk cham«- 
ber, West was the responsible nurse 
as to the regimen laid down by the 
physician. Lord Linton^ the Princc, 
and Gregory, cheered tlie gloom which 
hung round the invalid, at käst three 
parts of each day ; but all mentign of 
Iijuna was carefuUy avoided. Two or 
three times did the sufFering lover at- 
tempt to bring her the subject qf disr 
course, when Lord Liptpa klndly said, 
*f At a future time^ my frieijdjf Imma 

shall 
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t*Äll %I5 the 'subjfect vf (Mt convct- 

Sir^Gteorge feund m Prihce Garebi a 
^tJo^Äflion, who, thoügh his passion 
ibr ;atitiqutt md aniqie^it peirchniefit^, 

^twrsfcy w> mWHis äo g'teat te 4iis o#ri, 
-^ejHiiW ^öli^ily miet into hi» |Hjfeüit8, 
^riä M^uM at trmes eiideavour tö cot^ 
rect them ; foriie saV wth 'wli^t fafct- 
Ifty the toaüy t>reteDdtdd6alefS in an- 
Ift^b, 'öf Vttriötfs «^öl-tÄ, g«m«, paiM- 
tÄgfey s«iiißtttte, ändiiiati^sciripts, coulA 
*ftke ikrgö sumi^ fiötn his pock^t ; aad 
Ä) Wifeli Satisfied M^'Äs Sir George wiA 
hfe d^vh tTÄertttig jiidg'iMeftt» tlwt tofr 
Söilked too nsrän cöuki de^ceive hittil 
ttOt'^dttWk tnodtern inttiglfe be |)asÄed 
Öii Wrfi for mciett] tfeough his frieftd^ 
dl bettevötl that 'h^ t^as not in posses-^ 
stoft of tme tlfat was tiot ten yeai:s be* 
fore a wcrgh "stötie. 
PrÄioe Gareci ^aiafbüut WÄrty-severi 

ye^s. 
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yewts of age, « fair complexiön ; his 
peiisoti and matineis etegafnt ; tnueh vi- 
radity in Ms coHversation, blcwded 
witti infodesty and deference, yet ät 
iimes a «ombre cast shaded the m4io1c, 
Avhich inseiisibly intercsted all wlio-coil- 
versed with him. 

' Lord StieFlor was pronomafced övtt of 
danger, bat Im ötretigth - retaitied 
•^owly; tfeerefore, at Martfredönia fcte 
-^vas advised fö Stayfor storiic ^;iAte*; 
<awl "Sir/G^ofj^ uadei^tanättig fidfc 

estane at Matera, lie «oflfeicd to accöii^- 
|lany Mm : t1*e «oysters olF Srutidmi^tim 
Btill jc»€ited hisf lettre; Thcptincfetts 
|)r£is£«d imucli pl^u]*e at äie proposaL 
- >Lof d liinton j^äid the demaada of thfe 
fbaf Laträroiii, taid «e^it t?hcilJ bodk t6 
Naples, Ht fir&t i«t?errogat?ed tbem a& 
to the manner of tbeir getting Imma^ 
and his lordship's behaviour to her; to 
cach question they shrugged thV^r 

&houlders,j 
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Bhoillders, put the fore fißgeriof their 
l^ft band to their Ups, and tlieir right 
l^and on their heart, bowtd th^irhead^; 
-theo Said, *^ Tö ovr employera we ase 
faithful !" His lordship could hat ad- 
.mire this mark of honour and; fidelity 
in men so unprincipled. 

The;abbot, in answer to Gregory "s 
letter^ which informed him of the cer- 
.taii)ty of Inima's Hfe, and of her hav- 
ing.;been for veeks in Lord Stellor's 
pofwer, also of her jSight, directed him 
tq cqntinue his search for the fair fugi- 
tive. Lord Linton drew out a rout for 
him he thought aa possibk asr any other^ 
with^dvice to turn to any village on 
the sjightest ioformation which might 
.give hopes. Gregory set off. in the 
carriage Lord Stellor purchased at Por^* 
tici, accompanied by Janies. 



CHAP^ 
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CHAR IL 

Th£R£8a and Imma supportedthe 
fatigiies of tfaie voyäge with great 8pi- 
rits, aad the captain kindly, äccording ' 
to their desir^ landed them at Coma- 
cbio. When seated at tbe little inn, 
'' What/' Said Imma, ** my dear Tlie- 
resa, arc your intentions ?'' 

** To travel with all convenient speed 
to some town a distance from Vienna, 
for I would not go too near/ lest I 
should be known. I will from thence 
wf ite to my uncle, and on him depend 
for cvery future comfort; he surely 
will not withhold'the aimual income 
arising from my father's property." 

- " Aüd what will become of me ?' 
" If with me'yoü* cah h€ happy, you* 
shalUhare as my secobd seif; %ybatever' 

I may 



r 



I may possess. If to the good fathers 
and 'Metella yoii wish to return, we 
will by letter prepare them ; but with 
nie you will ätfty traliLthat can be 
done.'^ 

. " Ir.ca^ never agpinj nry Thei^esa, 
face my dear frieuds.. at Anjalfi ;, i£ 
tbere ia a possibility of my haying 
beeixgf^iUyy t^^ey will, fear me sc^ and 
a CQnyent for life will be my. doom. 
And' how can, 1 devoter tliat heart to 
prayer and penance, wlaich 1 have left 
at Manfxedonia.^ For to Manfredonia 
Iiavxl heen Avufted each. i^ght in my 
dreaim ; bave held long and deligh|:ful 
con versa tions with Lord Stellor. La^ 
night Iisaw lüoi stretclf^d on< hi» hed^^. 
breathing hi8 laft.sigh; a^d^i^bjesf 
me. with his . last brcatb;"; - < 

Such* tendfff isr^^iies a4>< pigbt fiUed 
her ini^\ with. simiiaranes. the; follow- 
iiig, dayj and at the timef sbe lamkd 
ij^^lo^^ve d^r^ived hwr of 
thinking 




tbfiiking oa Lont SteUor». xvoildi haue 
bMD^to äepriMe- her of life. .Straqge 
tiicna ia oAtuce !• Uow sfaall it be 9ti*. 
cQumtd^Sotl Tbfionlyinan aheiever 
kitew wfao sfae tataliy difireganM; ! Tlie 
oaly man vdfto everdrew a tean front her 
ej^e^. or sigh.of inrcoi! aad paib/from- 
her beait^ nnaB.nowjthe only ma« her 
hcaitt torned; tQ;. l^t.my male) readers 
sliQuld aajr^ ikülmess, stränge fiokle-* 
nt$% iiiherrat ii; wxMnan ! 1 must.in«^ 
fqnp; thfm%, tbfit iultnma.it \^s gra«. 
timcle,; pxx^ gffiüXUÜit : her yonirg and 
innocent heart recoitecl from the man 
who, 1i9d fer^Qiblyi.to^Q her fitqn her 

nor did \ü^e.fßtii he cculH. do. her a 
gi^ajter w^roiig.; bAxt tfae fate odF poot 
Tbfrem conviiw^d . her ho\r pomfipra^ 
til^eily good) i«n^;iWoitihyi tbis man. was 
to the gfenerality of his sex. Andi ' 
vhj^thmg^nfirä^{gE«3dites6J? BeqMkse 
he. woriied:mttuig^rtojtkloo iani: ad^äni^i 

tage 
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tage öf tfae woman who was whoUy in 
hts power ; aiid because tliat he woüid 
not, by any act of his, that the woman 
1)€ adoredisfaould foifeit her own es- 
teetn ; ! änd for a thomand other tauses, 
which none can describe or feel but 
those whose breasts ate fiUed with pure 
love, siistained by sacred honöür. 

" Aad so, tny Iiibma; youfear a 
cloiatered liie ? Then T guess to what ^ 
p^irit your hdart tums, ndr do I won- 
der : with a man so good, so pure and 
atniable, you inust be bappy, and I dare 
pronouDce you will.** 

Thepeople of the inn procurcd them 
a cariiage and twomules for tbeirjour- 
ney Qver theXyrol to Linz, for which 
a certain sum was agreed. on, ^nd a; 
part paid ; the other part the driver- 
was fo receive at the cnd öf the 
joumey. . 

Tiiey. aet out in high spirits from Co« 

machioi . and to Imma every thing was 

M ; new: 
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uQw; the varying aspect.of tjie cpuntvy 
was a cODtinual source of admiratioDy 
and, pjftejn . at ^sütj-^fit.clid sh^. wish tp 
trace the sublime scenes before her. 
The;soft^ dark.sh^Je of o/ie*'hiU; beau- 
tifully cöntrast^ed by the golden gleains 
which shot . aprQSs - ^^pther,, .while ia 
the Valleys arose the tbicic jlews of 
evettjrig, ^nd spre^d beforejthp eyt? an 
extensive hke. Wjien they began to 
climb the jJelightful, m^e^tic Tyrol, 
Imma was lost in ecstasy and g^zc» 
Chi her right band, her eye traced the 
spiting Alps, tili jtost in clouüs; on 
the left, SL^ßep dell, the. decHvity. of 
wbich was tb.iqkly plan^ed hy natwe 
with firsand underwood ; the pinei' lofty 
tops4»tretched half way to^reet the tiv 
yellpr's eye, whil«. his ear is;.>8truqk by 
the hpHa^w rpdrii^g.o^ wiatera uqsQei^ 
or )p^ly now, ap4 t;beti has atransi^en^ 
.view pf it9j whiite^fo^ffi^^s^it f^rioiifly 
. fall s from* rock , ^o i fOQk. ,4ier, ear yy^ 
vpL. ji, c next 
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next «urprised by the nuelodious hom 
of the Germaii post-boy, which was 
secboed from Alp to AJp, tili it sweetly 
died away. 

**Ob!" cried Imma, **afc tbese 
the cnchantiDg ' sceBes of Nature ? 
Here could I live — here could I ever 
gaz€ with rapturel" 

Oo the road and at the inns thedri- 
▼er paid thein every attention, and 
was ^ways «olicirtOHaaböut tbeii^ pro- 
p^rty : it xrtts sosniatl mappearance, Jt 
wouM hardly excite a wish of plunder 
m the breast of a villatn. A saiaU'box 
coütained their all ; atidthe man 's care 
and atteütion pvevf n^ted those fc^aFs tl^^ 
vould otberwise har« enttntai&erf. 
He 800B kQ£Mr that m ^i« litde bex 
Therosa depostte4 her cash, ^ aiid he 
Mver failed te ft41ow itlem Hf\^ it unf- 
der hts arm^ and place i« in llieir reom. 
At Mantiva, Iiluna feund fbod for her 
"«yea; the -aitHatioii ef the'fown, the 

^tpongeat 
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4tr4Mige&t of all strong forttficatioiis slie 
had ever secn^ here preseoted them- 
aelves.^ The lasrge body of if ater^ wfaieh 
sarronnded tbe town, gave her an 
idea of ooe boilt ia die centre of a 
iake; tlie draw-biidge and port cullis 
all vere novclties. 

Soon after th^y left Mantiia thcy 
begaa to clio^b äü extreme steep jljp, 
whieh began the Tyrol, and that even* 
i]»g isaw tbe beautiful romantic Adige ; 
Oll the neixt, ^bey skpt at a lovely little 
pldce, conaiuing of a few houses, si- 
tuated on its,:baaks^ caiied Dolce. 
Before the bowse flowed tbU lovely» 
ttan9f>areßt rker jn üD^ven mea3ures ; 
Bow niurmuriiig like a brook^ tben 
roaring like tlie funoua^ea. ßehiudj, 
rose tbe towerkig Alj^ in endless aui« 
eesfiSpOi h4lf way np dr^s^ed with )ux* 
luiant verdure, wbich rendered the 
mgg^di nakedt ratbkis top9 moreteiw 
rific, * 

c a ''Ah »" 



i 
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"Ah!'' thöüght Imma; assheviewed 
the wilds >of. ünisbed natare, " what 
more can be wantiftg to render life 
happy ? Felix 1 " sighed her heart, 
" Indeed,-' said: she, in amwrer to its 
honest whisperings, *' witli Felix and! 
a cottage at Dolce, the World could 
hold no other charm." 

. At Roveredo they were whimsically 
amused by the driver ; he stopped tor 
refresh his mules (of them he took no 
less care than of the ladies), and bim- 
seif; after having fed themwith bread,' 
and given them water, he from his 
mouth spirted wihe intö their ears, 
** to give them," he said, ** strength 
and spirits." Imma improved on the 
idea, and it was for some time a mirth-- 
ful subject. At dir£y Trent they were 
di&güsted : in viewiiig. the »to^wn they 
feit nopleasttre.:*^iNö sooner had^^tbey 
passed the gates thiah their ideas bright^ 
ened, and they were lost in the roman* 

tic 
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tic sccDC. Still the curjing^ waves of 
the Adige playcd in their view, and 
thejrfrequently crosscd it before they 
i^ached Baizano. On the wall, which 
is a boundary to the Adige, which in 
some seasons swells to an enormous 
height, they valked ; as it* also forma 
the graud promenade of the towti, they 
wcre enchanted with the prospects^ 
Here Imma, to her^great astonishment, 
saw a saw-pity and the timber pläced 
on it, but the. saw appeared to be self- 
moved. '* What !" exckinied she, as 
she.pressed Theresa's arm, '** is this a 
i^upernatural ivork ? I see no band 
that .guides it, nor foiice that com-^ 
pels the. saw fip< and döwn^ how can 
itber" ^ / 1^ 

. A man, who attended the saw-pit, 
and was busily employed behind the 
building, cäme to them, and explained 
the myatery t^Üie AvonderingJmma. 
Tliat. water, aided by a few Siraple.rules. 
CS of 
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of meciiaiiiai», should have such poweri. 
was to Iier. a matter of atlmiration, 
Tliey tben visitcd a vrneyard, in tbe 
ocntre of vbich stood a pretty .ball-» 
room^ decorated witb afbw cbandelier«^ 
and thfi portEaHs of tbe emperors Jo^ 
tfpb Bttd Leopold, At tbe uppcr end 
4f{ f he room tbe dows opraed to a large 
b8icon3% over which tbe Alps frownec^ 
awfuUy majertic. In tbeir way frota 
tfaenoe Üniy yis'Acd die cburcb : in the 
sacred spot aasigned for tfae peacefo) 
dead» their güUle potntcd out the tomb 
of bis first.irtfe, vbich was decorated 
witfa a variety of devices, rmdely cut, 
but enoiigh to sheir she was of the 
Homith cburch. TUs. maa ^qipeared 
to behold all human beings with a bfo^ 
therly eye^ told them, witb greatfeel- 
ing, tfaat the emperorhad ordered tbat 
the Photestants and Catholics »hould 
mix their ashes togcthen^ ** I hope/'^^ 
added he^ ^' tfaat itwÜl be a mean^ of 

promoting 
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promotiDg a friendsllip between them 
wheii liviDg/', 

Balzano furniafaed them with con» 
Tersation^ until, stiU climbing, still 
mounting« they reached the suinmit of 
a Töry high Alpr Herc description 
must drop« Sceirery so enchänting; 
ofa^ectft 90 roQUaiitic, bevilder tbe de^ 
scriptive powera. The eyk tak6s id 
betuties the tnind cannot reflect and 
hold to view by a ju8t description* 
£arly on the tenlh day from that they 
leftMaatua, they arriv.ed oa the bighest 
iUp. HeiTe Imma, for ihe fit^t tiipe» 
c«np}atiied of oM^, thoii|;h »he waa 
travelliDg under the influence of ^ July 
nn I yM the aha^p aür of the highest 
Alps chilled her blood, but not her 
eoergiea The source of her favourite 
nvi^t eai^ght hereye ; tlie immoBse tor^ 
rent of water, bursting from the bigh* 
A e^t Alpi feil by eteraal snows^ was 

'■ iKKb tcyrifi^ ttQ tbe eye aud earr ; it fdjl 

c 4 from 
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from Alp-to« Alp with ant impetuosity. 
and noise which deadened every other 
80Undy'and rsjoined in hscourse tothe 
feed of the rivcr.b}- numberless other 
smaUer, bat peipetual torrcnts. 
• • ^^ A\u\/' saidÜmrna, as she alighted 
from-lhe carriage, ** my lovely Adige,* 
IS Wiis th^e last view I shall ;have of you? 
I adore thy pure waters for giying 
)>ealth, freshness, and beauty, to this 
charming country !" 

The dri ver, seeing her so enraptnred 
with the sparkling, foaniiDg torrentv 
at a great risque caught a few cirops in 
a cup they had among theif travelling 
equipage. - • •■ ' 

" Here, signora, drink of. your 
Adige." •' '■' ' ■ 

" \ will ; bat' not with the same 
hope my coimtry-w^onien drink of the 
clytumrews." 

The day after they lost the Adige, 
they were pleased with 'the beüutiful 

Tarrento 
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Tarrento falling from the snpwy bosöms 
of the Alps,- wiiich gave rise^tö the ri* 
ver Inn. By a loBg and gradual de- 
scent, and a. beautiful road, they ar^» 
rived at Inspruck, an imperial town^ 
which was all bustle and gaiety, betng 
füll of soldiers in the imperial service. 
The wide spacious streets, weU built 
housesy adorned o|i the.outside with 
Fresco paiutings, wer^e new:objects fol: 
Imrfta's attention^ though many such 
are to be seen at Geneva, and other 
parts of Italy, but none ifi the small 
track^ Imma had passed over near 9 
league from Inspruck; the mountain 
JVf axamiUian demanded their atteatipo;» 
On the top, t;hough an immense height^ 
Stands a garrison and prtspn, built by 
Order of Maria Theresa, but now disj- 
used. From Inspruck their descent was 
rapid ^nd da-njgerous, the carriagp 
heavy, and the muies: weak.; Iqfin^a 
prevailed on Theresa to walhj, though 
c5 in 



S% a^HET HACHlNATtOlf«. 

m her State, beavy and H^eak also, it 
wasatmL 

As they walked slowly down the de* 
sccnt, Theresa leaning on Imma's arm, 
they heayd music atadistan^e, but tfae 
soft eephyrs bore it iaithfaHy to thcir 
ears : not a note was lost. They stop- 
ped, luten^di then walked on ; at 
IcBgth they saw^ sitting on a projtct- 
ing rock, shaded with monntain äsh, 
tbe^ nnisfCfan. He tonched the strings 
of a lute in moumfnl eadence ; his 
figufe was uticöuth, but his rfghs wtrt 
«leep, and his music touchtng. 

•*Here, lädies,'* ^id the miriefecr, 
fer he was standing by his side, ** is a 
poor m^, whö deser ves your pity." 

«•Yes, Iadies>'* said the stranger, as 
he cast his eye« on thcm, thcn on the 
•gröußd; •* I am tra^'enrttg to my fa- 
»fty, which IS many huuditd mflesfrom 
T^ence, and I have nothing to s*ibsist 
ca butth« bounty ofthose I mcet* 
3.. Many 



Many years have I been bottnd in the 
chains pf slavery, and not long Muce 
set free, by the i&terposition of an äo* 
gd. To niy femily I wöuld fly, but, 
alas ! my trttikimha, wora otit by haid^ 
ahips, will bardly bear my body/'' 

Immä was so älkcttd by tbe accetit 
:ind mannet of the »tuanger^ that k wa* 
with a trembling band dbc opened her 
purse, and gave him two öf the }Mce§ 
of gold 8fae had taken fram LatdSttU 
ioT. She digbed when she retoilected 
how she had procu^d ttiem ; but pf ayeii 
tliey roigh* prösfpet witb tb^ liberat^ 
dave, *y[ 

*• Immä,** terd Theitsöj ** I muit 
giTc my mke. Tlie«, my ftiend, ii 
Äine : ie k the widöw's mke/* 

^ A widowy" Said the man, '*aild n 
ehild yct unborn ! The widöw'ö mite 
may it ptowe^l God pcoscrve yo% 
Sigfiora ! Imina, vtisty yoar patron samt 
göarOyött!"' 

c 6 Imma 
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Imma sbedia tear : Ther€sasighed--*- 
tb^y walked on. On- their arrival at 
Kufstein Theyfsa found herseif unMclJ, 
and propos^d. «taying there 4 day and 
two uighte; tQ whidh; the muleteer' 
readrty. agneed. On the first morning 
she ^uad her$elf much better; and, 
that she would lose, no niean;^ of recruit- 
ing her strength, wbich she kn? \i^ quiet 
aloniS: wbuld ,do, after dirtuer, whjle 
Immaatray^d throjugh the woods, along 
the stöp«$» and sought for pr^tty pebf 
bles ofl the shores of the Inn, Theresa 
sank in the sofb arnis of Somnus. 

Imma sauntered along, plucked one 
of: every pretty le^qr flower sheisaw ; 
s*t op every inyiting spot^ watched 
the settifig sup^ and thought on Lord 
Stellor. 

Thus she passed the time, and thus 
sjie wandered» Until the grey clonds of 
eventng .w.arned her. . to - Tetürn. She 
found her friend as much recovered by 

her 
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her rest, as^he was envigorated byher 
walk. 

They rose eariy in the morning in 

cheerful spirits. Ab they sat down to 

^breakfast, Theresa dcsired the waiter 

to teil the muleteer they should be 

ready to set off in a fcw minutes. 

" We have not seen him since yes- 
terday afternoon," said the man. 

" Not scen him r 

^^No, madani : the ostler »ays, he 
has taken both the mules. He told 
him, he was going to bave their shoes 
rerooved. When we found he stayed 
long, I told my mistress tbat I thought 
you had sent him on some errand^ as I 
saw him come out of your apartmeüt 
just before he set off.*' 

*^ Saint Michael^ defend me !*' said/ 
Theresa. 

"The carriage is lefi^ madam, and 
you can have post*horses," said the 
waiten 

"Well, 
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« Wdl, it niast bc aa," retarned 
Theresa, 

Tbe bill was bfo^bt, and Imtcia 
^pared to pay it, whea na money wAs 
to te faand ! The littte box was emp- 
tkd» bot not a cruttzei tbere« Iinnia 
turaed pale and treinblcd. Tlwesa 
fainted away» The kind hostess used 
every mean» in ber power to rcstorc 
suspended anrmation* At k»t shc afnc- 
ceeded : every bind consolatioa thc 
good w^man ccmid do, sbc did. 

•* Do not fiet, my dear ladiea, aboufe 
Ihe bil}, tfae carriage i$ worth more; 
ety if yoti baye atiy frrends at or near 
l^e neMt p^st) yoü sball have borses,. 
and fbe dfiver can bring back U)e 
nioncy for both ; ot yoti are wekomc 
to stay bete «nltl you baye sent toyour 
friends."^ 

•< l'tteüib ycruv" aaid Theresa, '* but 
all my ^ieixia ane far ofF: if you will 
detain tbe carriage fbr what I am in» 

debted 
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debted to yow, we will proceed as well 
as we can. 

" Now, niy Imma, to our Btrengtb 
must we trust : how long mine will sup« 
port me, God fcnows." 

The hoatess expressed great coBcerQ 
that it was not in her power to lesseB 
their difficulties. She assisted them in 
putting tbeir wardrobe in a handker^ 
Chief, as being niore portable than a 
bocK. 

The lovely traveller» left KufsteiA 
with hearts oppressed and prospect» 
gloomy. Two feniale» traTelling on 
footy yvho^ appearance was so much 
above tbe common, attracted the gaze 
-ofesich passer, and covered their cheeks 
witb confusion.. Tbey had walked but 
a few tniles when Theresa was oppressed 
with fatigue, and they went sotne few 
yarda out of ttie road to rest under th^ 
9hade pf a tree. 

*' Now/' said Immay saiiling^ ÜDf 

she 
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she seemed to have gained spirits by 
Walking, ** let us count our stock of 
cash, and then we.oiayjudge whatsort 
of supper to order." • 

"Ah, my love T* replied Thcresa,* 
while the tears feil from hereyes, "fow 
are the houses who.will like to admit 
US, and those few, I fear, we shall not 
like to enter. A carriage, servants, 
and mouey, are the .best recommenda* 
tions on the road ; our appearance will 
cnuse suspicion, and our tale will be 
seldom believed." . 

. '' What ! not believe the truth ? 
That is Strange. Well, never mind, 
Theresa, .we. häve a llttle money, keep 
up your spirits ; if we cannot be enter- 
tained £^t the best inn, we will .go to 
the worst ; if the. bed is clean, no mat- 
ter how poor. Se6, I have two Roman 
oypc^; and, Oh, how unfortunate ! 
it was only yesterday, by your advice^ 
tliat.I.put what little I had with your's, 

except 
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except theae few pieces, or we shoiiU 
have had plenty.V 

Theresi sighed-^^mina danced, aml- 
wärbled out a littlä Italian ain 

*'There, myTheresa, will that pro- 
eure US a cruitzer at the next town, 
thinkyour?' 

*^ Ah, niy lovely friend, you bear 
your troubles' lightly ! I carry about 
ine a mark of .shame and guilt^ sufiici- 
ent to weigh me to the ground, with- 
out ' peeudiary wadtä. Oh, my dear 
Imma ! thy innocence Supports thce, 
Did my con£Jcieiice bear me testunony 
that I had Bot deviäted from the path 
of reciitüde, that Iliad not forgot my. 
duty, I coukl like your smile, even .in 
this depth of miaery/'. 
: Theresa.by ;the help of Imma's arm 
reached a vi Hage eight miles from Kuf- 
stein. A little hiimble cot, at the en- 
trance of the.viüage gave them aheiter. 
Theresa was exhausted. Tfaeirgenteel 

appearance^ 
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appearance excited curiosky and re*^ 
«pect, and their tale told by^ tbe balf- 
amiling^ half^-weeping Imma, raised 
compassipn m the hearts of b* audi- 
tors« Acoolsallad^ bread, clieese, and 
win€, recruited their.^irit« ; butwhen 
Theresa attempted to walk, so hurt wd 
bintered were her fe^i tba* it was im- 
pOBisible irhe: C0uld |iMceed. Sbe y iekkd 
to thc intreatieq of .Imma and thc cot* 
lagtr tp rest there tili morning» Reat^ 
and the old Womsoi's apptioatioiis, rdn^* 
dered bcr fptt nearly sound ; bivt th6 
gritf at her heart fed on her stmgtiu 
The'good iroman'a deraand for their 
refresfameiitti atid htd was radier ex« 
traragant^ coBsidenng on what homely 
viands ihey fed; tfaeir tupper was no» 
inore laxoriant thaa their dinner, and 
hrestdf with neir milk^ was their break-» 
fast. 

Itnma found tbat their two ounces 
tv^re reckioed füll half, aad also learaed 

that 
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l^at it was fuU sixteen miles to Lauf- 
fen, and uot a höuse at which they 
could get the leaftt entettainment on 

' the road. Thereaa's heart sunk ; sbe 

feit berself uneqoal to the jouruey. 
Imma, vhose stiength and apirits in« 

, CFeased vnih their difBculties, urged 

/Tiieresa to excrt hoBclf, and gaily 
chatted ; warbled a livrly air now and 
then in a solitary part of the road^ iu 
hopes of imparting some of her spirits» 
if not her tranquillity, to the breast q£ 
Tberesa, bat in vain. 

By fret]tiently resting, and freqnoit 
draughts from the lucid streaniy The* 
resa was enabled to complete about ten 
mik^ when she fell^ and^ Immafeared^ 
to rise no ii>ore. Anmatioci forsook 
her lovely form ; her eyes ciosed ; one 
sigh passed her lips,-— no mcrc— 
ImD>a raked her head ; called to her; 
wept over hcTj-^no amwer— no mo* 
tioli! • 

"Oh, 
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''Oh, thou hard of heait! dulst 
thou behold the beautiful ruin; thou 
hast made, the high-born, lov^ly The? 
resa, levelled with the dust, atretched 
on her parent earth a lifeless form, and 
by. thy means, would a sigh of regret 
swell thy bosom r Would this scene of 
human uikery, the work of thy deceit, 
awaken a principle iß thy breast worthy 
the human heart? No. Oh, Obrea- 
koff ! why is the most perfect of hu- 
man fbrms inhabited by the . möst in- 
fernal of spirits ? Look down, great 
God ! on this thy falleh ^eryant ; ac- 
cept her penitence and contrition. As 
thou preserved her froni. an untimely 
death-^sD süpport her in this greal; 
trial. To thee, Holy Virgia I doj 
yow, in« the name of this.suffering sin- 
ner, that,. for thy hitercession with 
thy Blessed Son, she shall make a pil- 
grimage to Loretto,: and thef^^xpiajte 
her sins, Saiijyta Maria ! iny prayer^ 

are 
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are hieard — she lives agam T* Thus 
did Immä, in the agbiiy of her heart, 
apostrophi^e the brutal cause of all 
Üieresa's sufferings ; but soon did her 
heart) hanging with firm reiiance on 
her God, ofFer up a sincere prayer to 
the throne of mercy. 

Happy that youthful mind, who, in 
the depth of affliction, thus clings 
with faith to their God ! Pure are their 
hearts, virtuous their education, or- 
thodox and strong the principles of re- 
ligion implanted in their minds. 

As Theresa was reviving, Imma on 
her knees in a posture of supplication, 
two ladies tumed into the foad from a 
wood. They stood some tinie unob- 
served, and heard part of Imma*s 
prayer ; they theii inquired the cause 
of so Strange a sight 

"Ah," Said Iinma/ *'for the loveof 
charity, say where.can I get something 
to Support my dying friend ?'^ 

"Go/^ 



4S »BCftST KACHlKATIOlfS» 

" Go,"* Said tbe clclest kidy to tiic 
otfatr, '^ and teil Zeolin and Arnos to 
come^ asd bring dooie water and drops, 
. Have you no carriagte or servant ?** 
asked the lady, as slie stooped down to 
take Thcresa's hand. 

*' No," Said Imma, caistng her bead^ 
and displaying two of the most bril- 
liaat black eyes in all Germany to a 
youog man who stood behtnd the lady, 
.** we have been robbed, niadaoi." 

" Wbat !" Said the young man, in 
hopes she would turn her eyes on him 
agam, **hai5e you becn robbcd of your 
caniageP 

^* No, s^ore ; of cur mulies and 
money.*' 

** No more interrogations, William ; 
but assist to lift this lady irom the 
ground." 

The young lady retnrned, and'\^itli 
hCT the servants- Thereaa took some 
water and drc^; therl tfar tM^ nien 

took 
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took her in riieir arms/ aiid can-icd her 
to the bouse, which stood threcoi^fouf 
bunJred yarcls from the road, cleeply 
enibosomed in a wood, ör woody park, 
which hid it from the travcller*s eya 
Theresa was put to bed in a neat room, 
and the lady, observing that her Situa- 
tion demanded the tenderQst care, dr- 
rected the housc-kceper to ad minister 
«Htigorating cordiaJs, at stated times, 
«md keep her Chamber quiet. 

Imma, wlten she saw her friewd so 
charitably relieved, and so comfbrtably 
tccomRKxlated for tlie night, on her 
knee» aWhtd! up her 'äincetiest thanks 
to tfmt power who influences €hristian 
heavts to Gliristian deeds, She tben 
partook of the refresfemcnts set befbrc 
her; then laid .herseif by the side of 
Theresa. 

*"• I shaIV fiaid' Imma, as tbey werc 
risrng, ^ leatreour tale for you to ttll. 
The hdy, who bas so kindly prötected 

U8 
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US from every evil our Situation had 
exposed us to, has 4i rigbt to know the 
cause of that Situation. My story may 
be plainly and simply told ; it may ap* 
pear romantic and incredibie to some 
people, aud therefore may draw on me 
the character of a deceiver ; but I have 
no family, no friend, . no name, but 
that of • Imma, whom obloquy can afr 
fect, or whose honour through me caq 
receive an rnjury : you, my Theresa, 
have much to hide for the honour of 
your noble friends." 

Theresa wept, and liftQd h^jc lövßly 
blue eyes to licaven ; then sunk qu her 
knees, and in mental prayer imptered 
assistance, and tl^at^grace divine might 
inspire her tongue wlieneyer.h^r story 
sbould be required. y > 

A servant brought them coffee ; soop 
after the house-k^f^r appeared to raake 
inquiries of tlieir health, aiicj how they 
had slppt To all Imma replied with 

thanks. 
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tlianks. Theresa could only look gm-; 
titude through her tears. Some time 
after Madam Keß^lm entered^ hereyes 
beaming with tenderness, while in the 
softest accents she saluted them. Af- 
ter niany inquiries hoAv^ they had passed 
the night, she, tenderly pressing The- 
resa's hand, said : 

• " Now I must heg you will inform 
nife, how I can serve you, I wish not 
to pry iiito your secrets ; you may have 
some you woiild keep from me and 
from the world ; bat by what stränge 
accident you were thrown into the Si- 
tuation I found you, pray inform me/' 
*' From goodness like your's, no- 
thing must be hid : those who can thus 
tenderly pity and coihmisetate the suf- 
ferings of the wretched, must posseös 
feeling and generosity enough t-o listea 
with compassion to the recital of the 
frail wanderings of a poor- deluded 
woman. Nothing will I conccal fröm 
VOL. II. D you 



you bot the narae. of my färtiily^iaadr 
that only in teuderneas to thcm ; tUey 
are too respeotahle tox the wwlcl.tö, 
knov, that so guilty a thing »3 The^-* 
resa is related to them.'- Hewi $h^ 
paused ; a flood Otf teirs retieved Ij^q 
swelling bosom*' Madam Keia^Imiwasr 
much afFected. Theresa then nünutpl'y; 
related every ipcident of her Ufe,. ftom 
the first introduction. ©f Obj^eskoff. ttn 
her upcley unt;Q- th<s muxxitut her man 
sejjies laid her on the earth, ucar thft 
niansion of the worthy Madam Kenelnvl 

Every paßsion which the relation o^ 
sufih villainies and such sijflFeriDgs. 
would »aturally ^xcite in a tender, 
vir^uoitö^ l>ti;ec^t, gV^wed ia hQts^; aüd 
she kiqdl^^ra^surcdrThpresa, she woqld 
be hjsr friepjLl. 

y/Apd," sald 3he, '* when a fexy 
4^8 acquaintancer uhall prove to you 
how wortjiy I am of your confidence,. 
you will pprh^ps accept of me as a me- 

diator 
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diator betwecn you and your uncle: but^ 
your intercsting coinpanionj-r-how k 
her fate connected with your^s r" 

" The Story of my friend,, madam, 
I will relate with the same correctness 
and truth I have my own : it may ap*- 
jpear a little romantic, but tt is not less 
tnie.'* 

*^ Well, well, that xv^e will reservc 
for a tale after dinner : you must take 
the air, and we will have your friend's 
Story in the arboun I am a mother, 
and know the care necessary to thös6 
who are fast approaching to that State; 
Mr. Kenelm is gone from hotne for 
Some weeks, and I make it a point 
never to see dinner*company in my 
husband's absence ; my son is fond of 
Company, for that reason he is seldom 
at home' when his father is out— he 
and ^ his preceptor dine out this day ; 
my niece, who you saw^yesterday, is 
gone for some time on a visit : we 
D 2 will 
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'Will dinc, and spend the afternoon to- 
gcthcr* Good niorning ! I shall send 
you some refreshment before dinner." 

Such condescending goodness fillecl 
the hcarts of the itinerant fair ones 
with giatitude and love. The tinie 
from then until dinner was announced 
was spent in repeating and adniiring 
the amiuble vhtues of Madam Kenelm. 
After dhmcr they walked in the garden 
fi>r some time, then took their seats in 
tlic urbour, when Madam Kenelm re- 
qucsttnl the Performance öf Theresa's 
promisc* During Theresa's recital of 
Imums advcntures, Madam Kenelm 
VÄtchcd the countenance of Imnia 
whh a pcnctrating eye ; and she saw, 
by the blush which raised on her 
i;lutk| *uui the convulsive contraction 
\%*hiih wölkt d about her mouth, when 
litv paiiuig trom Lord Stellor was de- 
»cribt^l, Wim a tender interest lie held 
in her hcn t. 

**And/' 
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** And," Said Madam Kenelm, '* is 
this Lord Stellor still dear to you, al- 
though he has taken you. from your 
friends, and thrown you a wanderer on 
the World ?" 

'* I never had loved him, Madam, 
had he not torn me from my friends — 
the delicate tenderness with which he 
treated me, when I was in his power, 
and the limited use lie made of his 
power, raised a gratitude in my heart 
which deserves the name of love.'* 
** You fear a convent, you say !" 
" Yes, Madam." 

** Well, my ingenuous girl, cheriafa 
the idea of Lord Stellor, though he is 
very reprehensible for one act, yet his 
^virtues over-balance it ; and he will, I 
liope, one d^y or other, be rewarded 
with his little Italian." 

Soon after, the servant appeared with 
C(^ee, followed by his young master, 
and J;he Abb6, his preceptor j a frown 
D 3 of 
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of displeas^ure oontracted the brow of 
Madam Kenelm, at the unexpected in« 
trirsion: Theresa aod Imma rose to 
withdraw. 

" No," Said Madam Kenelm ; "I 
beg you will not raove— cofFee is 
here/* 

Tliey ßtili stood^ until requested by 
Madam Keoelm to $it. The quick^ busy 
ey^ of Madam Kenelm, which rapidly 
ran over Theresa's person, then tp 
Imma, confused her ; but the unfeel« 
ing ^tßxe cf the large grey eye of the 
Abbö, ofFended her. 

Theresa^ though soft and amiable 
in her disposition, hadnot lost the leaBt* 
degree of her native pride : vben au 
unmeritedy unmanly insult was offered 
her, the honest pride of a female GTer- 
man was roused ; and by a dignity of . 
look and manners, she contemptuously 
resented the affront — The Abb^ feit 
insujced by her cold xlppulüve looks, 

and 
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and the monoeyllable answers sHe gav6 
\o bis tiiatty imtiertitiönt queHioma ; his 
{iride was also wounded ; but how dif- 
lerent wa^ the cause and resentment of 
wounded pride in tbeir boeoms ! 

TUeresa, carricd her'a no farther than 
to check insolence, and demand re*- 
8ped>; tht vindictive prtde of Abb6 
Corbeau cried for revenge— malignant 
♦pirit! 

Not the tall elegant form of just 
«ytninctry ; each motion^ dignity and 
grace; uor the fairbeautiea of ber face^ 
inrbqie ölear tratsparent nkin displayed 
the small blue branobes on b^r. temples ; 
on her cheek, the pale carnation had 
Hatttped' the place of ' the fulkr rtee^ 
aiid added a delicacy to the most delir 
li^ate inX^reatiiig couqtenance in the 
World \ Not all these bcauties of The- 
te$äy wbich warm and soften the heart 
of man^ could touch the chilled obdu** 
rate l;K>8om of the Abbe. He wafi 
D 4 treated 
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treated with cold contempt by a womau 
who was lifted by the band of chatity 
from the eaith, in a Situation which 
wananted suspicion, and dare she, a 
mendicant, refuse liini the Information 
he chose to ask ? No ! not without 
feeling bis power. / 

M; WiUiam Kenelm, inherited all 
his mother's softer virtues, blended 
with a nianly vivacity ; bc had inibibed 
from the Abb6 none of his un natural 
principles, If be had instillcd into his 
pupil's mind, any one sentiment worthy 
of man, it was not because his^heart 
approved it, or his religion dictated It, 
but because he found it necessary^ in 
Order to hold bis Situation, in which 
he enjoyed benefit, ease, and pleasure, 
to wear a mask. He soon discovered 
that Madam Kenelm was a most ex- 
emplary character — that her sob had 
been too long under her tuition not to 
have profited by her lessons, and 

his 
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his pure principles too firmly fixed to 
be eaÄily perverted : he judged it would 
be mubh more to his benefit to play 
the hypocrite, than develope his real 
character ; though, in many conversa- 
tions and arguments he had held with 
Madam Keneloi, he had given her some 
reason to doübt its purity. 

Soon after coiFee, Madam Kenelm 
gave Theresa and Imma an opportu«- 
nity of retiring, by observing to The* 
resa that she looked fatigued, and she 
advised early rest. 

*' Indeed, mother," said William, as 
soon as they had leFt thearbour, "they 
are two pretty women." 

** Do you think so, my dear; but 
which do you think the handsomest?'* 
" I do not know — there is a great 
deal of hfe and vivacity in the black eyes 
of the Italian; her lips are coral, her 
teeth are ivory, and her form is perfect 
atrial ; she glides along like something 
D 5 supernaturaL 
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fiupernatwral, . In the German lady— ** 
** Lady," repeated the Abb^, witlva 
sneer ; *^ every fißminine beauty i$ trana* 
p^rent ; sbe i« $oftness itself, and the 
languor so visible in her countenance 
and Speech, is very interesting.'^ 

** Surely, sir, said the Abb6, "you 
have employed your time well, to havc 
4tudied those women so accurately. — 
In my opinion, there appears a great 
deal of art and deceit about thcm. The 
lively little Italian is a finished coquct, 
if nothing worse; and the German 
cannot conceal, with all her false mb- 
desty, what she is.'* 

** You form your opinions. hastily, 
Monsieur Abb^," replied Madam 
Kenelm, *^ and harshly too ; I have 
heard both their stories, and have every 
reason to believe, that however unfor*- 
tunate they have been, they are deserv- 
ing of my protection." 

" What, Madam, do you mean to 
Si protect 
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protect them, and provide for the 
ntiboni fruit of Madam's Ucentious«» 
ness?" 

" I iiiean to^üpplyevery want they 
may have, utitil I ein happily restore 
them to thetr fnends^ from whom they 
have bcen strangely separatcd." 

^* StraDgely, no doabt, Madatp, and a 
Strange story they have imposed on yott ; 
cvery Vord of it, I darc say, will prove 
false ; but you will iiot be convinced 
how wrong it is to relieve beggars, and 
believe every tale they teil, until by 
some glaring impofciitbn you will 
have cause to:repent of being so (what 
you call) charitable. ■' 

'' Why, Mons. Abbe," said William, 
** you cannot call these ladics beggars ; 
liave they not bcen robbed ? Do they 
look like beggars ?'* . 

*' O ! ray young fi-iend, there are 

well dressed beggars, and well dicsscd 

sharpers ; I must own I think it danger- 

x> 6 ous 
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ous to lodge such people ia the 
house ; an out-house should be their 
portion." 

'^ Mons. Abb6, I thinkl ha^^epene- 
tration enough to discover a simple 
tale of truth from a varnished falsehood, 
and the pleasure it gives me to assist 
the helpless, outweighs every consider- 
ation." 

'^ Ah ! Madani; that is selfish ; you 
had far better, and it would be a far 
more noble way of disposing. of your 
money, tp build and endow a convent." 

" What ! and make you.abbot?" 

^' Yes, Madam, if you please — your 
name would be perpetuated in the bis- 
tory of your country, to the end of the 
World : It would be erecting a noble 
monument to your memory : it would 
be aglorious act !'* . 

" In truth, Mons. Ahbe, your fdeas 
of charity and mine are very different. 
I had rather build a monument to my 

memory 
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memory in the hearts of my fellow- 
creatures, than give tny inoney to 
Support a lazy set of relignex. I am no 
friend to cloistered societies, and I 
think our good emperor never did a 
better thing than when he abolished 
some of the too many we have.'* 

" Madam^ I see you live but for 
yourself ; to please yourself, is all your 
study ; you think not how comfortable 
a retreat you might raise, which hun- 
dreds would enjoy long after your 
death, and in their enjoyment bless 
the founder of their happy aböde." 

** Your advice I will not take ; the 
charity you recommend, I do not 
think such ; and you may support 
your opinion with all the sophistry you 
are master of : but all the arguments 
you can adduce must be weak and re- 
futable ; nor shall your principles afid 
opinions give a bias to my actions ;* 
and I will maintain that nö real act of 

charity, 
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cbarity, ov benevolent exertton can be 
ßclfish: how can that,^asu»& be sei* 
fi«h which is the consequence of a plesb 
ßure or bappiness enjoyed by othera? 
The glutton orepicure, Igrantypu, en- 
joys a selfish pleasure when tbey &it 
doAv^n to a table splendidly covered 
with rieh Tiands and costly dishes; 
tbey eagerly pick and cut tbe best 
bitSy and the fewer there are to partake 
of the feüst, the hetter they are pleaaed» 
The miser, too, wbose only bappiness 
is counting over bis golden störe, and 
huging bis useki^s petf^ shut up from 
human eye, enjoys a selfish pleasure, 
and communicates to all around bim 
only the idea of noisery : misery sits on 
bis countenanCe, and ha;Dgs oq bis gar- 
ment ; misery nestks in every cobweb 
in his Chambers, and in all his pleasures 
misery is his companion. These cha- 
ractcrs, Mons. Abbfe, enjoys none but 
selfish pleasures, and hve without per- 

forming 
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forming a single duty, and diigrace 
hmnan nature." 

^ You do not maen to say, Madam^ 
that you feel < no pleasure ia all your 
charitable giftSy aml that you perform 
these acts mechanically^ because you 
think it your duty, as chiidren, to re- 
peat their prayers night and mornihg^ 
without once thinking oii the Being 
they address?" . 

*- No, Mons. Abbfe ; did I pot, in 
the beginning of our discourse, declare 
that I feit a pleasure in all I do ; but it 
is increased or dimiuished according to 
the degree of.comforti communicate 
to the distressed ; to say I feit no satis^ 
faction in adniinistering to the comforfc 
pf the afflieted, would be setting myself 
forth as an inconsisteut mortal, but I 
must own it is very thuch heightened 
by finding that my duties arepleasures, 
-virhen to niauy they are hard tasks 
badly performed: and now, Mons, 

Abb6, 
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Abbe, you have to prove that that 
pleasure is selfish which is diffused over 
inahy." 

" I insist that it is selfish, because 
if it did not gratify a prevalent passion, 
you would not give a cruitzer ; nor do 
I tbink you are intitled to any degree 
of praise in doing that which alone 
glves you pleasure, and much may be 
said against it ; at present, it may be 
but a foible, but if encouraged, may 
increase to a vice." 

" Can that ever become a vice which 
gives birth to the most sublime and 
virtuous sentiment and gratitude? — 
Charity, if administered in time, often 
may preserve many frpm falling into 
vice; poverty and friendless distress, 
is, in my opinibn, the greatest enemy 
, to virtue. When I speak of virtue, I 
do not mean charity alone, for there 
are many virtues poverty may rob us 
of besides charity ;. and many a breast 

amply 
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aaiply stored with every social and re- 
ligious virtuc, has, by the pressure of 
extreme and helpless distress, parted 
progressively with eacli (for none fall 
at once from one extreme to the other) 
until they find they are too far gone to 
retrieve themselves ; nor can they hope 
that any one will exert their powers to 
extricate theni, when not a hand was 
held out to them :to save theni from 
falling at the first. If these unfortunate 
ladies, who have caused you to inveigh 
80 vebemently against charity " 

* ' Only: against proroiscuous charity, 
Madam, do I speak." . ^ 

*' If . they sbould, through my 
means, be restored to their friends, and 
many worthy hearts made happy, shall 
1 not have done a Christian gaod ?'' * 

^* But how do you know that they 
are what they say they are, or tliat 
their friends will th^ik you fbr youp 
trouble?'' 

^'The 
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" Thefirat pf yoüf doubte I stiall 
joon be convinced of ; as to the secoöd, 
J shall rcceiTc my newatd in th«ir hap«- 
pincss." 

" The object may be fiir evcr loit^ 
if coUi prüdence is to bokl the butid of 
charity, whilecauticfn seeks to ktioMr 
its worth : it is, at all tinics, woith tbe 
risque, and better to relieve three un* 
worthy cbaracters than pass by one dci- 
iserviog object/*- 

Thcir discourse was ioterrupted by 
the arrival of a messenger with. letters 
from Madam Kencltn, giving an ac- 
count of the dangerous illness of her 
sister, wbo anxiousiy desired to see 
her. 

Madaoi Kenelm n^as aiFected at tbe 
nev^; and^ as she had the sinterest 
alFection for her husband, and all bis 
family, she instantly prepared for her 
journey, srat for post-horses^ tobk leave 
of her son, recommended Tlieresa md 

Imma 
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Imma to the care of the house-keeper, 
with a note to be given to them in the 
jnorning, requesting them to stay until 
her return, . ^ 

Soon after the departure of Madam 
Kenelm, William retired to bis Chamber, 
and the Abb4 to bis meditatioiu 



CHAP. 



rr 



6S SECRET MACHiyATIONS. 



CHAP. iir. 

Theresa änd Irhma hädpassedthe 
night in sweet aud gentle sleep, when 
a soft tap at the door before sun-rise 
awüke them. They asked who was 
there ; when a note was pushed under 
the door, which a low voice desired 
them to read. Imma leaped from her 
bed and took the note ; it was written 
in German : she gave it to Theresa» 
who to her astonishment read : 

** SiNCE you left the arbour, I havc 
received such proofs of the vileness of 
your characters, and wicked fabrica- 
tion of your stories, that I desire you 
will lose no tinie in leaving this house. 
I have ordered the abb6 to conduet 
you to the bottom of the park, that I 

niay 



^ 
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may no more converse with women 
who havc deceived me, and disgraced 
their sex. 



"kenelm." 



Tnima could not give credit to her 
«ars, nor Thcresa to her eyes, To be 
calied from their bed, where they had 
enjoyed sleep the most refreshing and 
tranquil, to read accusations so false, 
traced by the band of her, they the 
night before paid silent adoration to — 
of her, in whom they had lioped all 
their misfortunes would end, and all 
their future happiness arise. The stern 
commahd 1 how could they account 
for it ? They must obey. With trem- 
bling hands, and eyes dinimed with 
sorrow's briny drops, they dressed them- 
selves, but were careful in leaving be- 
bind the linen which Madam Kenelm 
had sent them to wear the day before. 
Od opening theh* Chamber door, they 

found 



7 
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found the abb6 waiting. Imma begged 
in tbe most persuasive manner to be 
permitted to see Madam KeneliDy tbat 
they might know from what source the 
caJumny flowed. He put bis finger ou 
hrs Ijps, shrugged up bis Shoulders^ 
Änd shook bis bead ; tben, taking 
Imma by the arm, l»e pulled her quickly 
along : Theresa followed. In going 
- through the park, Imma again en- 
treated him to sufFcr them to stäy uirtil 
Madam Kendm arose. He frownedj 
aml was silent; then, pushing them 
through the park gate, he bolted it, 
and bid them ^valk away, and not loitei* 
there. 

" Hcre/' said Theresa^ as she looked 
at the 'spot on which she had fallen^ 
>?hen Madam Kenelm found her,— ^ 
* Miere, my Imma, I may die.'* 

*' No, indeed you must not; for, 
see, tbat wretch iswatchiftg us, to See 
if we go on, or pefhaps he will whip us.'' 

''And 



\ 



SJBCBET IfACHIlTAtlOSra« 71 

r '* Aüd vbere can we go ? Not fitr, 
I fear : tliis suddeu shock is too moeU 
foc me: Haw securely did I hold my-* 
seif of this good lady's oflSces ! . Hov 
dkl I jiaiiit tQ:my$elf happy success in 
ktv intaercejÄsiws ! I sav my . angry. 
uncle soften ing at her pleadirigs, What 
inflju^ce, what vveiglu, would ^he have 
had hr my cAUse I The protection of 
^ woIB^^ so kuowii, so good, would 
have giiarded me from the world's 
slights." •• . . 

** Can she be so good, my Thenesa^ 
a,n€l seijd u» thus ffom h^r, houaie, in aa 
piteous $ 9tate ^d when she took us ln> 
^itfeoutfigivujgusctlie poteii^iüty pf ?€^ 
futing what sbe Uag lieai^d against uß ?" 

• ** Yes, be assuted she is good : she 
lias been deceived, That abbe I sus*- 
pecfii; but bow he can have worked her 
tjo his 'ppirpose, I camiot diviiie: de- 
pend on.it we.af^ th« unh£(ppy victims 
. to b^ 9HiJ?bMiat>ou0. tjie has wounded, 

stabbed 
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fitabbed our characters mortally : wc 
have fallen into his shares. His cha- 
racter, I read, is envy, malice, aiid x^^ 
venge.'* 

. " Oh, Theresa ! he is an abb6 — 
brought up to tHe church ! He müst 
be good !" 

** Thy good heart would think so ; 
bat believe me he is what I say." 

They Jiad walked several miles, and 
the sun was pretty high, when they 
sat down to rest on a bank by the 
rcad-side; when Imma, takingthefew 
pieces of silver out of her pocket, said, 
" Let US see what we are worth." As 
she was coiinting it bver, a manpüsised 
with a basket on his arm. 

** How far," said Theresa^ ^' are we 
from Lauffen ?" 

** A Short mile," answered the man. 

*^ Have you atiy thiög lo seil ?*' äskcfd^ 
Imma, peeping into ^lis basket. 

" I have bread, gheese, and butter." 

Imma 



Imma purchased some bread and 
butten *' Now, iny Theresa, w^ will 
make a rüral bve^fa^t ; and, miserable 
9S we are, : it. -^ill bc ^ much happier 
dne. tki^Mlsthe'Bhki «rfill mak^ • if i)d il 
the cause bf . our pirescnt d^sti^ess. V ^ 

^^ ¥our content and cheerfulness 
makes nie al tunes «Ibrget half my 
troubles^," ' 

After^their r^paat, JWhich;th^ ^voshed 
down wjth a cool draugbt öf water, 
tbey took a long rest. Wh«i tliey 
came to the ^trance öf ihe town of 
Lauffon/ diey^saw^a napro^rikne, ^ich 
ran at the back of the town : this laSSfi 
thf^y took to avQd(i::tbe ounons eye of 
tbe ibhabitasito^ amh walk^ -on> nncb* 
sfifved, fßaoy rnilcs jJnor iiad<<!li0y»hiad 
^ny thingdio^seq) up thek^tisctigiti^tn^^ 
tb&mw^kiglsjn^aiQfibreJLfl, batiM]';aaid 
w,9iUn : LA'isOTall <©pön .^öiimge ' with 
one lior^ö pasaiiigibQr^ !r)beixda'becfe0n^^ 
thema^i: he Btoppad: «ilie'iaiktid^how 

•v.oi^ II. E far 
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far it was to Brannan. — ** Eleven 
miles,*' Said the man. . 

*^ Will ybu c^ry us there ?'\ 
. ** I am not gouig! there: ,two railes 
farther I tutn ofF to ä cross-road^ whicb 
leads to the village I live in.' 

'* Is there a nearer read to Lintz thau 
going through Brannan ?" . t 

** Yes, many miles nearer ; througb 
my village lies : the nearest. You will 
have a ridge of mountains to cross/ 
which runs from Saltsburgh to the Da- 
nube ; but the road is good, and many 
cottages dispersed about the moun- 
tains." 

This was cheering news to the wea- 
ried Theresa^ for from Lintz she deter- 
mined to write to her uncle, if she 
could find a housis to give her s heiter 
the while, Haviüg agreed to give the 
man ten cruitzers to carry thera to Im 
village, they moünted his cai% where 
he seated them as commodiously as he 

could ; 
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coukl ; and as the evening came on, 
Imma, to divert her friend and chase 
away the glooni, sweetly chanted se- 
veral airs, both in French and Italiaii, 
to the great dehght of the hospitable 
villager. To bis wife and daughter he 
recommended the strangers, and they 
lodged them clean and comfortably for 
the night. They rose early : Theresa 
was much refreshed ; and after a break- 
fast of black bread and milk, for 
which, and their supper and bed, they 
paid their host's demand of ohe gould^ 
the fair^ unfortunates set forward on 
their jöurney, foUowing the directions 
of the cottager. During this day's 
journey they niet wilh few travellers, 
and they passed through but one village, 
where they bought a little bread, — 
Night came on, and no house was 
near ; in vain did they look in every 
direction, and the only shelter which 
offered was a sbedj bullt to shelter the 
z a cattle 
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cattle from the weather : here they 
passed the night ! 

Theresa was in all *he ^istraotion of 
mind her Situation could possiWy pro- 
duce on sensibility like her's ; ImitiJt 
reasoned, argued, and sonfetimes'»eveA 
jokcd on their sufFerings; but all lost 
their efFect. Theresa was worn out ; 
lier mind gave way ; her energies werc 
gone ; she sunk : nor was she sensible 
to any thing but her suflferings; not 
only her present, but she • antieipated 
her futurc woes. Faint for want of ne^ 
cessary support ; and the habe within 
feit the same fenguor and ti-ant with 
the mother. Theresa, support in g her 
head on the tender, faithfiil bosom of 
Imma, feil into a restless, unquiet 
sleep. Imma dosed, but soon was dis- 
turbed by Theresa'« groans. 

'^* Oh, my Imma !" faintly articuhted 
Theresa, ** I atn going ! The band of 
death is upon me !" She then drew 

forth 
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fbrth a fe\r soft sighs, and no more 
was heard. 

Imma put her oho^Jk to^ Theresa's 
*lip6: they were cold. She called for 
heiß;: none w^s near. >3tie screaiMd ; 
th€ Winds only answered. She laid her 
firiend'» head g^ntlyon thegfpund, and 
rail wildly out of the sbed-*-aU was 
dark : . not a sound did frhe hear but the 
echo of her own cri^, She feit her 
way back to tbe body of her friend-^ 
kneltandweptoveiit: thenprayedwith 
fcTvent piety to that great Being, who 
kilisandmakes alive again, tolookdowa 
iKith mercy on the prostnite suiferen 
At lejigtb a soft deep sigh gave Icnma 
hopes that suspended lif^ wa^ returu- 
ing. Not one drop even of eold water 
Jta assist stiruggUag nature. Long was 
it before the exhausted Theresa reco- 
Tcred the power of utterance ; during 
which, Imma*s feelings were agoni^ed 
beyond description ; a faintly articu- 
E 3 * lated 
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lated word, and weak sigh now and 
then, were the painful ässiirances of 
Theresa's existence. 

The soft, grey dawn, breaking 
thfough the darker shades of night, 
was truly welcome to the despairing 
Imma; and with a tender inquiring 
loök she viewed the pale features of her 
friend. She endeavoured to raisPe her 
from the cold earth, but her numbed 
limbs could fiot support her; and it 
was long, by the friction of Inama's 
soft band, aided by the vivifying sun, 
wbose radiant bcams were fast climbing 
the eastern hüls, ere invigorating 
warmth could be communicated to 
Theresa's icy limbs, 

At length Theresa, supported by 
Imma's arm, walked slowly on a great 
while, but no great distance; they'met 
a man driving some cows, of who^ 
Imma asked a draught of milk for 
Theresa, *: 

He 
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He Said, ** The milk is not mine, 
but, as the lacly looks so ill, I will 
venture in charity to give so much of 
my master'is property/* 

Theresa blessed him, and eagerly 
drank the nourishing draught. . 

** Will you, ladies," said the peasant,* 
** rest at my mother's cottage? It 
Stands at the foot of yon niountain : a 
milc froni hence. " 

Theresa smiled her thaijks. "Sityou 
down : in hialf an hour I shall retutn, 
and will lead you toour cottage." 

" May Heavensnnle on allyöuräc- 
tions, and may your kind heart meet 
its just reward !" said Inima, with an 
impassioned tenderness. ** How rieh 
a treasnre dost thou possess I" cönti- 
nued Imma/ while her eyes foUowed 
the humane peasatit. ** Art thoü a be- 
ing. of the same order with the Abb6 
Corheau, who drove us two nioming«> 
ago froni the hospi table roof of Madam 

£ 4 Kenclm ? 
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Kendm ? . No : .$ure)^,not. How? did 
(hat loofc of ben^volent pity becotnd 
'|hy. sun-burnt face ! Hqvi^ like a 
ministering angel didst thou look^ 
\i4)eii thy honest tfrown band presented 
tbe cup of milk to tmy frknd' ! And 
open-hearted cl>arity prOmpt^d tbfec^ to 
ofFer thy cott^g^^a^ an asy.luat to twö 
lost, miserable fem^^Si Grätitude will 
strengthen the enefg4e3 .of a soül,t 
wbicb c?an nfevef qcase tö adorewoi'th 
like your's, " :Thea' stmk- the äpostrow 
phizitfg Imma on her kneeä and prayed». 

y Great God ! thou hast blessed this 
Iiumble p^a^arit withr a soft^ benigir 
l^art — thou hast liot only stamped bis 
QUtwaf d form Avith thy image, but has<i 
fiUed him with fchy beneyolent spiriö— • 
Ifook down with pleasure on, bis asctionay 
prosper bis endeayours^ and narayl bis 
Ufa, spefit in* do^nestio happincsS) tcf"-: 
a^inate in religious glofy !'' 

Imma had just ris^n fVoifir the isap^ 

plicating 



S£€R£T HACHINATIONS. 8) 

plicating posture her fervent spirit had 
bent her to, when the peasant ap« 
peared ; and ofFering his arm to The- 
resa, lie rapported her to the cottage, 
Puripg their walk, he frequently turn- . 
ed a kind inquiring^ look on Theresa, 
which she qbservcd, and plainly told 
him, that whQn she was more at ease, 
she would relate the cause of her pre- ' 
sent sitHatioQ. ^ . 

" That, lady, yoü will soon be, for 
our cottage is very comfortable, and 
we have tnany good things, which my 
mother will give you." . 

Immawalked by his.sicje, but spoke' 
BOt; the unfeigaed gpodneßs of his 
heartsunk deep on hcr's^ and a melafi- 
choiy . weight oppressed ]t. She sought 
for, but could see no raeans of reward- 
ing h|s k;indness. . .i 

" Mere, niother,'* ;5aid, the young 
i|)ai^ ^s he onte^-ed the cptt^ei i^ are; 
t>w ladiesj r l^ave brought, pray feed 
E 5 and 
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and take care of thein ; they are weary, 
and need your assistance. See to theni; 
ftiother/' . 

** Bless you, my son ; all I can da 
for theni, I will. Dear, göod lady, 
you look very ill. Here I have a curi- 
ous cordialy wbich a good father of 
yonder convent gave me : he says it is 
a certain eure for all pains ! Do, 
take this'mucli/' Theresa shook her 
head. 

" Nay, do, take it ; mother knows 
it TS good," Said the young man, 
joining his entreaties with his möther's* 

Theresa took it, and almostinstantly 
feit the efFect of its potency, and she 
l>cgg«J to läy do^vn ; she was led to aa 
Upper bed-room, in which every thing 
bore the characteristic cleanlinesi of the 
country. As soon as Imma bad seen 
her friend comfortably at rest, she Ye- 
turned to the kitchen wich the cottager 
to parlake of mme bread. and milk, 

theA 
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then enjoyed a sweet sleep by the sidc 
ofTheresa.. 

When Theresa awokQ, she found her- 
self unable to rise : the damps arising 
from the cold grouiid on which she 
had lain the night before, had so pene- 
trated her delicate Frame, as nearly to di« 
vest her of the use of her limbs, and 
the pain she sufie.red was excruciating. 
. Lissa was so inuch alarmed at her 
complaints, that she flew to the con- 
vent forfatb^r BasiL Out of breath, and 
with an afflicted look, she addressed him. 

"Ol father ! my gopd father — for 
the love of women, come to my cot- 
tage- lyfy dear Joseph " 

" I hope' heis notill, Lissa/' said 
the father, deliberately/' 

** No, bat he brought me this morn- 
ing two angel-|ike looking ladies, and 
one of theii^is a-dying." 

" Where/ my best Lissa ; where did 
.tbey come from ? Who are.they r" 

* e6 ** Ido 
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*< I do öot kilöw j büt haste, fethct, 
with me 5 for the love of wortien, fa- 
thtei^, haste, or she mtist die. " 

^* I m\\ itty däughter; I tiall, bnt 
let ine go jJrdpärid; NoW, daü^fei*,'*' 
s^ld'h^, hobblkig ftotn Üls dfepbstt öf' 
ihedtciDes; ^*licr\^, ihy b^östliSsä, W 
^ill, M^ith the favoür öf o'uf' Gteät Mas- 
ter, save the lady*s life." 

** Ah! föther, Withoüt that iiothnig 
Can bedbhe.** 

*** No, Lissfa, nbthing thät is gööd;' 
The evil spirit worketh evil, büt in the 
Äatiie of the good sj)ifiti dö W oifer 
oul- Services to the miseta9lfe äild th6 
helpless ; aiid the glörföüSSfeü' of the ^ 
most giöriolis FathA-s," ' rrtärks oiir hearts 
and actions to the prötnotiöti of oui: 
ftit\iT*e happitiesss öi^ Äli5e^yJ*^ ' ''V 

*' Now, Lissa, if ttiebö wofnen arfe. 
good or bad, they are Hl, you say; and 
dislfrtssed, -therefoife tHey demand our 
pity äÄd - 'asäistaAce. Stoi^, lissa,- wie 

will 
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vtiil Test A bit on tlih dinrip, and I will 
cxplain to you the dtfferenc^ of rdiev-' 
lüg a good person and a bad one ; nont, 
Lissa, irtüst be lost för waiit." 

** O ! dear fiither, no— the lady may 
die if vre stay to rest. " 

'* Is shc so very ill then ? I am tircd, 
yöu walk fast, and my öld llmbs will 
not tnove so well as your's ; but I tnust 
needs on, if danger is in the case." 

** Ha! do, dear fether— here, takö 
nay artti, and son Joseph shall saddle 
the ass tötäkc you back," 

In muclr pain and difficulty the 
tcnder-hdarted Basil atrived at the cot- 
tage, and, with greät humanity, in- 
quired of 't'hetiesa's feefings and pain ; 
she was alm6st toö low to give the ne- 
eessary answers ; he saw she was in ä 
situatioii. which required the greatest 
tenderness, and then administfered his 
medleines wlth caution, On leaving 
the chambei*, he ehargcd'Lissa to take 
2 thfc 
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tlie greatest carc of the lady, and keq> 
the Chamber quiet. Of Imxna^ who 
attended him down stairs^ he inquired 
by what accident they had fallen into 
. the care of Lissa : Inima begged he 
would excuse her giving any other ac- 
count of heu friend, than that she was 
related to a rvery respectable family in 
Viemia; that the servant who under- 
took to take care of theii), had robbed 
tbem, and rode away with the mules 
ftom Kufstein, from which place ^they 
had travelled on foot, having no money, 
and totally unknown in that part of 
Germany : that when Theresa was suf- 
ficjently recovered, she wouid give him 
a faitl^ful relalion of all her misfor^ 
tuües. ** Eixough, n^y daughter,". said 
the göod man. He then dq^ired Lissa to 
provide carefully and propcrly for her 
guests, which the convent.would pnable 
Jier to do. He iiiounted the ass Joseph 
had saddled, who walked by his side to 
the convent. 

3 Lissa 
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Lissa gave up her becl to Imma» atid 
insisted on watchiDg that night by the 
bed of Theresa ; Imma did not object 
to it^ as she found Kature required 
rest. 

For several days Theresa's recovery 
was doubtfuL A premature birth was 
feared ; and father Basil took tbe ad- 
vice of two other fathers of the con- 
vent, who studied pharmacy, and by 
their Joint exertiöns, in ten daysherre-; 
covery w^s nearly effected ; and The- 
resa formed.a hope.of being able to 
proceed on her journey, yet knew 
not how to leave the cottage without 
rewarding the inh^bitants fpr their 
great care aiid tenderness; After much 
deliber^tion and Iinmas advice, shede- 
termined to mäke her true story knqwn 
to father BasiL Indeed, Imma feit 
little tnclination to leayea comfor^ble 
cottage, to again undertakq a pei-egri- 
natioA without: fr i^nds or mpn^. P^ 

father 
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fatber BasiFs next visil^ Tberesa töld 
him that when h^ had leisure to ättead/ 
she wished to make hhn acquainfed 
with her true Situation. 

** It is," Said she, *'a confideüce 
yoür care and friendship demands ; and 
the relief I hcfpe to find from yourad- 
ince, -will compcnsate for the pain the 
recitäl mW coasequently inflict" 

^V Open your heart, iny dear daugh- 
ter," replied the good man ; "to re- 
move your mental sufFerings, sliali be 
a« nnich tny carej as has been to re- 
lieve your bodily ones." ' 

^ Thcrcfsäj encouraged by these kind 
assaranceS) vrent minutely through her 
tale,' fr^m} her first acquaintance with 
Obrösfcoff^ tö that present hour. ^ 

DwJng die relation, his ßne- aged. 
facö vTsiWy expressed the alternate pas- 
sion bf His mind,* pity, pain^ and dis- 
pleasirrc, but this did nc* inthttidate 
Theresä.; sfee toofc to herseif all the 

blame 



blaMe: dte^ niM< did sbe endMvour td 
esfteiiuate the gre»ite«C of her faqits.-^ 
A ^i^sd patÜetie, üo ürtless^ and so iih 
gemicusly töld, dduld not feit to iusnT6 
her Färtief BHüii's ^rvices. Of Imtti^f 
he ali^heard, attd ^gheddt the dan** 
grtU she häd päs«. Hia ad'tice to The- 
resd Was/ thät she dhould- write to her 
uncle, and send it by some trusty men^ 
sengtr, and n^ öile so prbpör ^oiald'be 
t&mtü m thö kind 1 «f^seph^ to whosi 
Dnarter Fatb^r Badil ap|)liedfor Uww VO 
send (lim on the embassage, Joseph 
iras delighted, and feit nludh conse* 
quence from the trnst reposed in hhsL 
Theresa \?rote a letter of penitene^ and 
contrition,, which waisicnclosedjtn onet 
froni Father Basily eoQtaini^g an sc-- 
Qoviifc öf her situatioii^ and assüranceS: 
of her meritiiig hia forgivebtiss mä 
protection^ 

Lissa^ ivho. tfaougbt a journey of ai 
hundred aÄd dgjhty miles! a feaiful 

undertaking 
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undertaking for her Joseph, ;wRs fully 
employed in making . prqpfu-atioDs for 
hiöi. '^And cur ass, Fatber Qf^iV 
laid Lissa (when she was talking of 
the journey), '' the dear animat will 
never be aUe to carry my Joseph sp 
far ; and if he shoold die oa the road, 
liow will the dear boy bring bim 
horaer 

^' And if tbat sbould be the case^ 

Lissa,"' said Fatber Basil, smiiing — 
*' would you wish to have bim brougfat 
home?" 

• ** O ! holy Jerome^ yes. I wcnid 
not for the world that bis faithfiil body 
should lie any where bot at the bot* 
tom of the garden. . He is, next.my 
son, my greatest care. He carried my^ 
dear old Joseph ten years, and never 
feil with him but once !" 

'^ And was not that fall the cause öf 
the good old man^s death ?" 

" Alas ! fatber^ I cannot say if it 

va& 
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vas or no : poor man, lie liad been ill 
a long tiiTie before." 

'^ Be at ease, the ass shall stay bere ; 
Joseph sliall go better mounted : 1 have 
cngaged a good horse for hini, and he 
sets out to-niorrow, by break of day.'* 

Thei*esa's mind feit much at ease 
after she had made the kind bosom of 
Fathet Basil the repository of her griefs; 
and she söon recovered so far as to 
walk with Imma^ two or three times a 
ueeek, to the convent, to perform her 
religiouB duties; and, in an evening, 
they would frequently ramble on fhe 
mountain's side;. 

Joseph did not travel with the speed 
of an especial messenger, for it was not 
lantil the elerenth day that he returned. 
When Theresa heard the foot-steps of 
bis horse, her bosom throbbed with a 
thousand paiuful emotioüs. 

Lissa went To the door, and pres^ed 
her boy to her bosamj^ as he descended 

from 
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fr^m.hils horse, To say leaped from h« 
horse, would give a wrong idea of th« 
firi»/H steady. motions of a German. — 
Feviflpa^^Qn^ of tbe sDull, which are the 
giiadd impellers. of all our actions^ at 
aft^y^time s0 iqUcH influence a Ocinnan^ 
a» to qüickeasth^ usUai motio&s of bis 
body.. Jö$i9p.)i received hi3! motber^a 
eüibsace^> gave her m returu on« as 
truly aSSectionate. He then went t(^ 
Tb^reta-s^ a{)arlnaent| wlth afac6 eloud« 
ed wiftk dtisappointfiieat^ aüd a heart 
i»€lti«gwiüi pky. 

** Alaikl m^aäi/'said he, **Ihav« 
been very ünsuccessful ; the gentlem^a 
to whoijr ydur letter was directed, was 
ao(; at home ; he had been absent some 
time^ cor could his^serva&ts say wboi; 
he would; return. " 

^' WiA jtou heär," asked/Thcresa, 
where he was gone ?** 

^*No} madam; I askcd for a di-p 
rectJOD^ but they could not give nie 

. . onej 
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one ; for I would have taken (;he packet; 
to him, had it bcen a hundred nxHes 
farther. Sceing me so desirous to di5- 
liver the packet to Aeir nmster, onc 
of the servants asked ^ho it came 
fcom. Isaid, cboly, I did not know: 
he gave me an. unbelieving smtie, and 
Said, * Yöu know where you came 
from?' Yes) retirttiedl, w^l. *And 
where?' he asked. That I shäH not 
teil, Said I. That, madam, js all that 
passed, and all I eould learn; tut if 
you pkase I will go again, whenevcr 
yöu think proper. ** 

Theresa's spirits sunk at tliis accomit, 
jaor eould ^e form any idea where iet 
unde coukl be gone, that the servatit^' 
did not know whepe to send to him. 

Joseph thcn went to the convent, ix> 
give ^ather Basil an aceoun^t of bis 
joorney. 'MeT«ceived it in the piresence 
of tjhe abbot> ^wbo, afU;r Joseph «had 
left tbe pafiobr^ told Ea^r Ba^, 

*^That 



94 S£CR£T MACHINATIONS/: 

**That they must take care of the un- 
fortunatesy until a reconciliatiou could 
be.efFected. To my sister, the Baroness 
of Berkendofl^ I will write for such 
things as shall be necessar}"^ against the 
birth of the child. As that, you say, 
is an uncertain period, you will regu- 
late the expences at the cottage, for 
the defraying of which I will set aa 
applieation on foot." 

Fäther Basil retired for the night, 
highly pleased with the abbot's deter- 
Inination of prötecting two females» 
for whom he feit himself much inte- 
rested. 

Early the next morning the abbot, 
attended by Father ßasil, visited The» 
resa, and informed her of the protec- 
tion she might rely on from them : to 
which. she, in the fulness of hergra- 
titude, exclaimed, " ßlessed be the 
name of the Lord, who has raised me 
up friends so good and powerful !" She 

thea 



SECÄET MACHINATIONS. 95 

then hinted her wish that Joseph might 
be sent again to Vienna in the course 
of a week or two, which the abbot 
promised should be done ; then gave 
Lissa some Instructions concerning pro- 
viding for their pensionerS; and took 
their leave. 



CHAP. 
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CHAJP. IV. 

Jir vain di(l Qrijgory tifaver9eTtpvf^4 
and viliages for near three weeks, dur^ 
ing which time Lord Stellor recovered 
his strengt!), so as to take short rides 
with his friend. He often spoke of 
Imma, but Lord Linton never encou- 
raged the subject. On Gregory's re- 
turn, Lord Stellor asked where he had 
been, or if he was just returned from 
Amalfi ; what news from Imma, and 
why his groom had been with hini. 

So many questions, and so unex- 
pected, Gregory was not prepared to 
answeV : he looked confused, and left 
the room. 

*' What can thjs mean ? my dear Fre- 
deric: teil me; how strangely Gre- 
gory behaves." 

*^ Indeed, 
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** Indeed, Felix, I cannot answerfor 
his manners ; b«t conclude he has so 
great an esteem for Iirtma, that he does 
not like to hear yöu name heh" 

Lord Stellor sighed, ättd, howeyer 
he was dissatisfied with the an3wer, he 
Said no' more. In the evtning he 
valked in the garden by himselF,' and 
conversed Vith Lord Linton at tinies, 
wbo was sitting in the balcony with ä 
book ; hesHpped unseen into the stä- 
hle, wheire Tie interrogated Janies re- 
^pecting his absence with Gregory. 
The 'man, understanding that bis mas- 
ter was perfectly recovered, and not 
having been cautioned, innocently 
gave a minute detail of their fruitless 
journey. He heard the 'accöünt witK 
well-disscftiblid cälqine^s, then Weturned 
to his walk rn the ^rden. Atthe usua:l 
summotis he attended supper, ibüt'did 
not eat, which Lord Linton observing, 
pressed him to take some ineat, ivliich 
VOL. II. F hc 
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he refused, took a glass of wine, thea 
ordered West to attend.Jiira. 

Contrary to bis ü^u^l custom^. ha 
observed.astrictsilewie durii;ig tbciRPe^ 
paratioqs for rest. 

The ne^ct moruing he appearcd at 
bceakfasti but a suUen sileiu^e, sat oa 
his bfow. To all Lord Lintoos qjues* 
tions he g^ve feiv axiA slight aoswen ; 
tßßk^ one cup of cofBee, then retiped to 
hi$ chapiber> which he paced with via* 
lei^t agjitatjion the whol« morniug^ 
\yhen (üpn^er w.as.annpuoce^dy he de^ired 
to b^ e)ccu3ed ; tlijls alarmed Lord 
LintQu-r-he weixt tp hisi ebaiöber, and 
cntreated his Company. ... 

*• My deaf Frederic, I cannot eat/' 
^^3,biai ans wen 

*'Then, niyfri.end, yoa cannot^b^ 
mc\ and I mu&t send for radrice. ' 

^'jThe phy^?jq|jyii was in)m6^iijtely,s«n^ 
for.f ,hfi f(?lt lüspujse, .sbook.^his ije^ 
^^^la^su^ed Xord Xiotpnrt^fU (iiß cau6# 

was 



1 « 
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^äS not r^nfioVed ; that it was riot in' 
the power of medicine tö eftect it. It* 
i^öuld assist the hody in sustaining th^ 
viötent workin^s' of the inrnd, there- 
Ä>re he recommended that Wbat he 
shoutö* |lrescribe h6 duly adniinistered, 
Lord' Eintoil's distress waä very 
gfeat ; he M^as at a loss what Steps to j 

take, and hö\r to contradict the pieas-, 
ing hopes* Iie had the week before seht 
to the Earl and Countess of Cleobright; 
and 'prepareil them to expect their son 
in England i'n a short time. 

Lord SVellor evinced the greatest 
diälike to' Company; änd appearecl agi- 
tated and tine'asy wheh his friend or 
valet were in the rootn. He each ni^it 
rested a shörter time thati the last,' litt 
at length he wälked his rootti th<i whölö 
night, and cohtihüally m'uhiiüflng^ iit 
a low torie of voice'his distr6ss6fe;' aiiÄ 
sometimes he swfeetly, butptalntifvefjf 
ßung. his loiss o^Imm^' iti"irfbgtolä? 
F 2 numbers, 
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nümbers, such a$ his distracted braia 
dictated. And in this State Sir George 
Philomath and Prince Gareci found 
him after an absence of eight weeks. 

Lord Linton feit a great relief atthe 
sight of Sir George, and flew to wel- 
come him, when he was surprised at 
finding a lady make a third person in 
the carriage. He shook his friend by 
the band, and politely assisted the lady 
to alight. 

" How is my Lord Stellor ?*' inquired 
Sir George. Lord Linton shook his 
head. ,When they were seated, and 
some refreshments set before them, his 
lordship related in Italian, out of re- 
spectto the prince, 'the promising re- 
covety and sudden relapse of Lord Stel- 
lor. The lady shed tears at the de- 
scription of his lordship's derangernent, 
when they were suddenly alarmed at a 
tioise in Lord Stellor's Chamber, whom 
ifaey found in aviolent passion with 

West, 
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West, for assuring him that the lady 
he $aw with Sir George was not Imma. 
When Sir George entered the apart- 
ment, LordStellor threw his arm round 
his neck, which very much terrified 
the timid baronet. 

" My dear Sir George !" exciaimed 
the fanatic, **a thousand thanks for 
bringing me my dear Imma. Do not 
let Linton see her," whispered he : 
** she loves him. No — he must not 
see her : she drew his picture, No, 
no : she would not draw mine." 

hfis lips then continued to move for 
some time, but no articulate word 
could be heard. He then turned from 
Sir George, folded his arms, and paced 
the room and talked in a whispeh In 
an hour he agaiü raved for Imma, when 
the lady begged he might see her, if 
they thought it would convince him 
that she was not the Imma he wanted. 
Lord Linton led her to the room, and, 
F 3 opening 



opetfing the cjoor, said, ** My lord, 
l^e^e is the l^dy you suspect ,to be 
-Infujoa.'' . 

^e cau^t lier hai>d9, and^ Jookijog 
te^deriy pt l^er^ said, *^ No, iudeed^ 
you are not my Inuna ; but yqu fixe 
^i|tf her : pr*y ,&tay v+th ^p)^ uptil jshe 



** I will, xpy lorc?, i^f yau w^H promise 
to ^it and eat witb ^e, find c;9jayer&e 
guietjy." 

V Yqsl, jf yqu wi]l ^k f£ If»iparrr 

.Ahl I ki)pw shß is |P9^ jtp EagJan^r 

^ Wfuted to s^ ]^y ^i^rl^* Linton 

is \eith mp, yqu jkoow, ßo sbe c^ji^l 

7?ie jyitji hufl." 

f * W.ell, niy lord, sfe^U ve gp tp Eng-r 
jl^id after her?" 

** Ye§; but ^intij» *?^ll nptg», f^jr 
fijic loye^ hira — jshe drew ki^ picture *" 

By fljattef bg^ pxqmises the l*4y pr^- 
yaile/d qu hiip to tak^e ^oünae cpfiep wi|ii 
Ijcir, ^mi h^e ^ya? caljn wid ratippal for 

a long 
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a long ititerval, du ring Vvhich thfe 
prince gave Lord Lititön an äccbiint öf 
fhdr trip, Sit George Ijaving fetirecl 
to iiis room, to form pläns of ädyice 
ibr Löid Lintön. 

^* Wfe have," Said t>ie pnhce, '^ liad 
ä plcasant exCürsion. In öur way to 
Matera we went some miles oiit of our 
road, for Sir (George expressed a greät 
ö^sire to taste the oysters Öf Brundu- 
sium ; bat there he wa^ iipt fuHy gra- 
tifi'ed; for he saidlliey <flid iiot by anjr 
tneans equal thoselie had feäteh m Eng- 
land. Wc exartiined th6 pafts, saw 
fine prospects, but found little in Sir 
G*eorge*s way. At Matera we spent 
thrce weeks most agr&^äbly, as I saw 
cotnpany every däy. When i had set- 
tled all my basiness with iny steward> 
"W£ made the tour of Taren to. 

"One evening, aswe v^ereVeturning 

throngh an extensive \voöd, my uriclc 

Started — I Jooked to* find the cause, 

F 4 and 
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and discovered something dart quickly 
between tbe trees. I ordered my ser- 
vant to dismount, and go in search of 
it, for I was sure it was a female, and 
judged she must want protection if 
alone, as that ^ part pf tbe wood .was 
some miles from house or village. Sir 
George argued tbe impropriety t)f it, 
wbicb added to tbe natural timidity of 
iny servaut, and be could not move. 
I aligbted, and, fastening my bridle to 
a tree, bid my servant foUow me. 
Wben I arrived ät tbe spot, I fpund a 
female endeavouring to escape^ but ber 
clotbes were entangled in tbe thorns 
and underwood^ I addressed her'with 
politeness, and offered my protection; 
sbe faintly thanked me ; tben asked in ' 
tbe same feeble tone, ^ Are you a native 
of Taren to?^ * No/ answercd I,*r— 
* Do you live in these partsr' sbeagain 
asked : * I bave a palace at Matera, 
wbicb is many miles from bence, but 

tbere 



/. 
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there I reside only a few weeks in 
eacH year.' * If, signore, you- will/ 
Said she, * prötect iiie, and by some 
safe conveyance send me to Germany, 
a lioUe family will reward you for your 
eare* Ask not my name or rank^ for 
I judge it not safe to divulge either un- 
til I am not only out of the principa- 
lity of Tarehto, büt out of Italy.' — I 
immediately made her every promise 
she asked, then led her to the mules^ 
placed her on the servant's, and bld 
him walk by its side. The lady ap- 
peared to be extreraely weak and faint, 
and expressed great fear of being seen ; 
declared she would. rather sleep in the 
wood than go into any house at Ta- 
rento. After a short consultatipn with 
Sir George, I placed the lady ▼bebind 
me, and sent with all speed to the inn, 
to arder our carriage to Bieet us, On 
its arrival I placed the kdy in it» and 
gavc the coachmah strict Orders to see 
r 5 hes 



her $afiß und^r my hou^elfie^pef's p^re 
^t Matcr^. She was very grateful that 
she W4$ tQ perforai thp j^jur^ey m the 
Digbt In a kyt day^ ^er wc returned 
to Matera, where we foiind the lady 
a little recovered in her. health, wbicU 
she Said had beeü much mjnrßd by im- 
J>roper treatinent. Tlie clothes she 
wore were extremely bad and tom* 
The housekeeper fumishec^ lier with a 
cbange from mydeat wife's wardrohe." 

*^ Your. wife, prince !" exclaimed hi^ 
lordship : *' I bad no Hnowledge of 
your being married." 

" Nor am I, my lord. Heaven 
thought fit to dq>rivi? nie of that be^t 
of blessings, a good wife, in less than^ 
two years aftei: she. had giveu me a fine 
boy." 

*/ And where is he?" 

"Tbcr^ nay lard> I a seeoad time 
fclt tbe band- of Heaven ! While I wa» 
traveiling: througii all climatea with my 

princesSy 



princess^ in dearch of healtb, I lost 
my childy anci now I aih a lonely wan^ 
derer, and mo^& fröm plac6 to placi 
with a view to beneflt mj fellow-crea- 
tares ; and, however the rith may laugh 
at my pursuits, the poor bless ütctü: 
In Germaiiy, where I chiefly reside; 
OH accoont of a shter, Who I ^vish tö 
be near, I have upward of a huAdVeci 
pension«!^. I hai^c also a» mstny tä 
Tarento and Bolögiid, whrte I ha?v<J 
an estate, My care is dhrefly Bc« 
»towöd on the aged atfd infirm, äwf 
helpless children." 

Here Sir George ehtered, tknrf slatd, 
*«Vrdl, my Ibfd, havc you HeardtHtf 
itill account of our aeatateptic lady P* 

" Yes-, Sir George^ aMv^lfAth tüte püüiit 
is in possessiön of; but therd itytt 
much to know." 

^ ** Ah! but vre must suspiöiltf^dtir dv^ 

riosity until we artt out df f tdy. F 

hopeshe will- übt in the eAdtpTOve fk** 

F 6 cinorous. 
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cinorous. But, my dear lord, respect- 

ing our dear friend, Felix — it appears 

that no relief can be adn)inist^red to 

him here ; and it ts the physician's opi^ 

iiion, that Imma alone cau perform the 

eure : therefore, I think it is adviseable 

to moye as fast as bis health, will ad- 

jnit, towards Germany, at wbich place 

I will advise the earl and countess to 

meet ua; for at Pasaw lives a pbysi* 

cian, an old friend of mine, njost fa- 

xaous. for bis skill in all human disor- 

ders, and from bim I expect great 

things." 

Lord Liaton, eager to catch at the 
xnost distant hope, and determinedthat 
notbing for the benefit of bis friend 
should be unattempted, immediately 
set about the arrangements for the 

, joumey. 

,,Lord Stellor was so j^ttacbed to the 
Strange lady, that he would not sufFer 
her oat of bis sigbt^ aud tbougb he 

talke4 
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talked in an iucoherent, wHd strain^ 
yet he was always calm ; but when shc 
was absent, he either feil intd wild rav- 
ings or nieiancholy fits. To lier, Lord 
Linton consigned the task of proposing 
the journey to him. 

** What 1" Said he, when she asked 
him if he xv^ould go with her, *' what * 
are you goihg to look fbr Immar" 

•* Yes, my I6rd,'' 

'^ Theo L'tnton «ball not go with us ; 
he niust not see her/' 

*' He must go, my lord ; but he had 
promised not even to look atlrama." 

•* Ah ! but she loves him : she car- 
ries bis picture in her heart — she 
drewit." 

All things being ready, in a fcw 
days they left Maufredonia^ in the fall 
hope that better ad vice, and the Com- 
pany of bis father, mother, and sistcsr^ 
WQuld have every good eifect. 

In the first six days,- by slow travel« 
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lingy they completed %wo hundred 
miles« They stopp«d early each night, 
nor did they be^n thcir journey tili 
late in the morningi yet the fatigue 
wai too much for the debilitated State 
of Lord Stellor, and, as his fever in* 
cl^äfiied, his fits of raving were more 
freqpent ; and his deep raelancholy in* 
tervala loisger. On the eighth day they 
with difficulty reached Urbino, and, 
a» itwas deete«d.imp06sijble tö piroceed, 
a private house was directly taken, 
ju physieian sent for^ who said bnt little 
in fawioi»r of his patient, and immeÄ- 
ately sent both med »eine and a nurse. 
After remawing a fortnight at Ur- 
bino, and no alteration for the- bettei* 
taktng pface m Lord SteHor's health, 
Sir^George and the prince, with thmp 
inbaignito, mad^ preparations for theit 
iiftpas^m for Geraiany, leaving Lofdi 
Linton the soJe care of his fre«aie«V 
friendi; but tije däy before theif depar- 

ture 
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iure a letter. forwarded from Pasfiw» 
arrived, ia wl^ich thc e^rt i^formed 
3ir George, that the last accounts. of 
bis dpar Felix bad so affected the coui^r 
tesfi, that she at that time was confinec) 
by a dangerous fever. Lady MariaV 
bealtb was also ipuch der^iuged ; tbat^ 
siß soon as the countess's bealth would 
adipit, they wqwld b'^giirtheir jpurney^ 
To LpFil Linton he was unbounded in 
bis tbai^M ; i^dte^y the be^rt of the 
gQod earl wa3 rept by the accQunts of 
bis %oiH ^nid the daiiger-ous illness of 
his;ooimt«ss> ; ' 

Lotd Litton fi|:i^ing tliat otß? nurs^ 
cauld lujfc.^ttend tord. SitfUpr nigifJ^ 
aod day^ yequested the physician tq 
sendanother, wbiclthedid, andstrong-« 
ly reco^utij^i^ed be^ as a womau on 
Mrbom tbej gr^atpst i^ian€t might; b^ 
pJaced. Wheq sfee eiit^?4 l4>^^ Stelr 
loj;'& rqoQ> a^ii. ui]^qc9^Dta,bje treipac^ 
^ei^ed ^er,, \yjaifih We^t 9bsi^rved, beg>« 



/ 
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ged her not to be frightened ; that his 
lordship was perfectly harmless. 

** It is not," Said she, "theefFect 
of fear ; it is something which I feel 
but cannot describe ; for I know not 
what it is." 

♦ From Lord Stellor she couUI not take 
her eyes; and she feit such an uncom- 
mon interest for him atherheart that 
she scarcely admitted any other to at- 
tend him, and was regardless of rest. 

Od the second day of Agatha's at* 
tendance, Gregory entered his Lord- 
ship'ß room ; during his conversation 
with Lord Stellor, he complained of a 
violent pain in his arm from a blow 
be had received some days before by 
accident, * 

Agatha, after mach persuasioti, pre- 
vailed on him to let her bathe it with 
ä-curious enibrocation she always car- 
ried with her, and which was a never^ 
failing anodyne for all pains, She fol- 

lowed 
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lowed him to his apartment with her 
nostrum. In assisting him to turn up 
his shirt-sleeve, she gave a most violent 
scream, and instantty feil on a chair ; 
Gregory was alarmed, and called for 
help ; as she fecovercd she sighed, 
"Ho! that mark!" 

" Why, Agatha, it is not very fright- 
ful ; it is ouly a bunch of grapes, and 
is seldom seen but when they ar6 in 
season.** 

" Alas ! sure I have seen it beföre/* 

" Such an one you may, but nevcr 
mine." . 

** It is so, it must be your face, your 

eyes, your complexioq, is so like him." 

^' Him, who ? Agatha, whp am Llike r" > 

•* A-lack-a-day ! sir,.we see sp many 

people like each other, and yet are not 

related, O I dear. Well now, sir, if you 

please, I am now quite well. Now, sir, 

I will bariie yoor af^. I am quite well.*' 

'* Not quite, I thiük, Agatha; you 

tremble 
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4;r6i9;b1e much. Why the lopgerjou 
;:ub4X^ JiriDj the moreyou tremble." 

^* It will go ofF, sir; but nowl War- 
rant the lady, your mother, is mainly 
^<;hi^ of grape«/' 
. *' JLndeed 1 4o not know, Agatha,** 

** Why diel she nevcr teil y<Hi so, 
.wben sb^ has sieen yöur &vn) ? It is so 
neural toteil a cbild.'* 

'^ ßuli Agatba, I never knew my 
mothen" 

*' P-Oor ]^dy ! diiH jhe idie beföre your 

*' There, I thank you, Agatha, rny 
arm. ]& r«ibbed eacugh. That will do.* 

Agat}ia was unwining to relinqimh 
' her employmeüt, boping, by her ques- 
tions, to learn from him wbo and what 
he was, Gregory was as unwilling 
«he should reraain, as she put qucstioos 
to bim he cöuld not answer ; besides 
to a ciiattering old' nursc he did 
»oi l¥lfih to täll his Story. Agatha was 

restless 



r^tless fmd ,unh^ppy. Geitta^n s)ispi- 
cioDs, hopesy and fears, tooK plftQC iu 
her mimd ; ai;!^ W^ to .ciQfificin or cim« 

On Gregory's relating the ciriciwn- 
^anoes gf Ag^th^s fftintiag qh 3?eing 
^|ie jpar)c qn Ji^s ftfip, tp I^rd LoAton, 
he Said it was stränge, and advised l^n 
to infojnm hcrpf bis a^jtiiiatiw, ^* JPor," 
fiaid. ]^, * * »f yqur ftrj€i:v^ls.ji|>e unkjöpwil, 
even their names are a secret^ it i» pQSr 
»Me ?i|e iEpay tbr^.V s^f Jigbt on the 
mystery.'* 

<?reg9iy^ ^q lor^.öritp follov LptrflXm- 
1x?n'a Adyifft ucvcr lig^iled to virit Lord 
Stellor's apartnient two or three tinaßs 
$,-dßy» üj.hope^ Agikfch^ would ask him 
ipmß. qf^tm^ tjiat ww.ld kad him.tio 
speak of btoMelf, but she wa^ silent od 
tbe subject : yßt the affiectionatß atten- 
tion she paid to Lord Stelk>r asd .Crr&* 
gory, w§^ r^n>arkjed by .all the femHy ; 
and had she been t<«^ebty yeai^a younger^ 

might 
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might have beeu spoken of to her dis- 

advaatage. 

- Gregory seeing her determined si- 

lence, one eveningaskcd her to batlie 

his arm again. 

** It is not quite well, but I think 
another bathing will set it qulte to 
rights." 

He turned np his shirt-sleeve, and 
Agatha, with a tender band, rubbed 
his arm. 

** These grapcs, do not frighten you 
now, Agatha." 
" No ; but they make my heart achc. ** 

" Your heart ache ! Agatha, how is 
that?" 

** -Why nineteen years ago I had 
the care of a fine boy» who had such a 
bunch of grapes on his arm." 

" And where is he now ?'* said Gre- 
gory, agitated. 

** O ! Holy Paul preserve mc — I 
know not— I lo§thiiri." 

'' And 
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' " And do you^think; I »m he ?V . 

*' Youarelike hislather." 

" And where is he ?' ; 

" That; I know not — but I believe in 
Engknd" 

. " Well, Agatha, all I can iaform you 
of myself is,, that I was fouxid on one 
ofthe Appenninesby a good man, now 
abbot of; a convent at Amalfi : t^y hinj 
have I been preserved and protectedi 
and to hitn I shall return in a few 
weekß ; and in bis con^nt am I to 
•spend my life, unless my parents ar^ 
discovered.*' 

" They shall be, they will be dis- 
covered l No, my dear child, you shall 
not go back until I have found your 
father." She then threw her arms round 
his neck, and wept in aji agony. 

Gregory then urged her to teil him 
his father's name, but she refused ; say- 

ing 

^^ Ic is jight I should make all the 

necessary 
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necessary int^ki^s' Rfi^^ic^f Mh^^ I 
havc others to dmov^bitfote I caii 
render justice to*alt ;« and iirtitft is still 
faärder, I must conf^66 an actvof cruelty 
und injustice which nothing cah atone. 
Be at peace, liny dtar chitd, you shall 
be restDPed to yonl* pärents, if I vraik td 
Müfgland to do it ; bat be not impa^*' 
tIeiÄ, I will fto jiT^ice, thöu^h I con*i* 

WheiV 'Gtegory rq>ipattd tWs cönver- 
»kti6n'to Lord ErntOTl, he advised hini 
t6^* lef Agatha Vake her" own means 
to discovsr bis parents, as she seetned 
t&bev^ry Aiysterions in her inanner. 
Hega?^ him ^^ontböhappy pto^cti 

Gregory (hahked hirii^ and skipped 
about in highspirits attheidea of hav- 
ing, it in bis 'power tö refuse'shutiing 
hirriself up foflife. 

Madam Kei)qlm,. op her return ftpm 
her attendance 6n her sistfeir-in-law, was 

surprised 
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siirpri$ed at fiiiriing Thevesa änd Imma 
gone^ and much ofFendtd at tbe mtm^ 
ner of their leavisg the Iikimt , as «it was 
repr^se&ted to her by Mons^ Aiiibi. 

He, afUv seeing. tbem some cMstatiee 
froiQ the gate,.returned to their ebam« 
ber^ and seeing the clothes lay wbich 
Madani Kenelm had supplied them 
witb, be carefully deposited tbenl in 
his box ; abe a silver cap and two 
spooo:^ which they had used at supper ; 
he theo: went to bed. 

Ob ( his not appearing in the stüd^* at 
tbe usual hoür, M. William^ Kenelm 
weot in quest pf hisiprcceptWj who hte 
faund in.bed, complaining of adreädfui 
tead-aohe, and begged to bei exi^Used 
attending: breakfitöt. 

Soon after, the housekeepel* missing 
the itinortot ladies, she went to the 
abhi6's room in aigreat ffight. 

'* They aregone,'' cried »he^ ^'Mtmp 
Afcb6." , 

" Gone! 
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" Gone ! who i» gone ?" said hc, 
staiting. 

" Why the twoladics." 

*^ No matter— ^letl them) go^— I hope 
they have not robBed the house !" 
. ** Ab ! God forbid ; I have not mis- 
sed apy thing." 

/^iWell, go aiid look ;. but do not 
id}stiifcTbnfie:againaboutthem : lamill/* 

*' Shajl we,noitseek:after.tlipm?'' 
: . ** No. I insist that no person make 
any inquiry about tbem ; they are 
yile, .wi<?ked wiomeh, or they wdüld not 
have gone so," Hq thea turned round, \ 

undier pr^tence. of taldhg another nap," 
. In äbpiit two; hours, Ursula re- 
turned to hia room wringing his 
hands, and in the most frantic manner^ 
exclaimed, 

: /*.As.sure as Joseph loved the Holy 
Virgin, they have taken away two 
«pooDs and .a silver cup/' 

** That proves the folly of feeding 
:; . • beggars 



4^ 



I 



SECniT UAQHINATIOK3. JS^ 

begggjLß and vagaboudar out of silver 
spoohsand cups." 

. ** O ! dear, sure your revercnce, tli^y 
<lid not look like beggars; and I cau 
hardly pereuade myself that they have 
got tliem." 

" Why, woraan, whodoyou tlnnklias 
got them ? Do you suspect me ?" roared 
lie, in such a tone as made her start. 

" O ! Holy Joseph ! No, your reve- 
rence ; you got them, no— they müst 
have them to he sure ; but I can 
Jiardlythmk ". 

'* No matter \yhat you thinkJ But 
I know Äladam Kenelm harbours aft 
sorts of creatures ; so she must put up 
withlhe loss, Pray let rae hear no more 
about them, and leave me.'' 

•• Well/ Said Ursula, as she'slmt the 
door, ** the Abb6 is a wise man, and 
knows all things,vS0 it must be as 
he says; they cari be no better than 
thieve^,' that's certain." 

V0L. H* o ' Ursula 
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Üfsiila was the first to acquaint 
Madam Kenelm with the fligh't öf 
Theresaand Imriia; and impressed, as she 
had been by the Abb6, with a firm belief 
of their wickedness, she told it with all 
the aggvavation itwould admit of. 

" Ursula," Said Madam Kenelm, 
** you astonish me ! Icould not think 
it .ppssible! They have deceived mq 
gi-eatly !'' . . 

^* A, lack-a-day, madam, lior could 
I believe it tili Mons. Abbe made nie ; 
and tO'be sure, it is as piain that they 
are bad woraen as the Holy Saint's fin,- 
ger and thumb on the fish ; and that 
is -piain enough to all Christian eyes I 
am sure/* 

When Madam Kenelm «aw the 
Abbfe, he confirmed ürsula's account, 
with »many severe reflections. 

A few evenings after the return of 
!M. Kenelm, whioh wasmanyweeks after 
Madam Kenelm's arrival from^Jier sis^ 
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ter*s, as sUe liad nearly eirdecl a füll relä- 
tioüi whidv she bad given her h^sbaod 

- qf Tlieresa än<i Tmma's suffeving's, also 

. pf their departure from her Iiouse, 
iwp carriages drove iip .tli^ park^ and 
the servant annoijaceÜ Prince 6aicci 

,^nd friends; füi* Kladani Kenelm was 
the sister he so much lovcd, and for 
whom he deserted his hative country, 
and tlie.niost .beautifalpahice iu Italy, 
near Bologna» and chiefly rcsidcd in ^n 
ianci;qnt Castle, about twenty milcs 
from her. , 

.Äfter the .ysual ceremony of.jntro. 
ductioi), the prince informed bis sister 

j that he had to . request. the favour .of 
her protettionf fof Üie lady he had 
brougbt. ßut, contiriued he— 

*' I am Jgnorant of her name and 
rank, but I have rio.doubt, as I have 
brought her safe out of Itaty, ^grfpable 
\o her request, that in ^^w days she 
ivill.hpnour you with her^ificJepce.;* 

' ^\ ' ' ' GZ ' '' Yes/' 



-4>- 
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•' Yes," replied the lacly, dres^ibg 
her languid looks with a smile ; *' I 
read in that benign countenance tliat I 
liave found a friend and confidant, and 
I trust I shall prove niyself worthy of 
her interest and piety ; and in a fewdays 
I hope to have recovered my strength 
and spirits, sufficient to enable nie to 
relate my wrongs and sufferings. 

'* While I remainpd in Italy, and 
fahcied niyself in danger of being re-» 
covered by the inhuman wretch who 
has tyrannized over me for years past, 
my fearsgave me strength and spirits — 
now I feel myself in safety and bey'ond 
his power, all are'giving way, my mind 
is confused, and that dreadfjjl debility 
of body under which I have laboured 
for many years, I feel r^turnirig with 
increased pain." 

Madam^Kenelm immediatcly con- 
ducted h^jpb a Chamber, and ringing 
for Uisula, committed the'Iady toher 

care, 
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care, and returned to enjoy the even- 
ing's repast with her brother and friend. 

In the morning, Madam Kenelm 
foiind her fair giiest niuch worse, and 
sent for medical assistance« The phy- 
sician gave it as his opinion that his 
patient was in no immediate danger, 
butjudged that her illness niight be 
long and tedious, that she would re- 
quire niuch care. Madam Kenelm 3ent 
for a nurse to be aonstantly with her^ 
that no attention to her health mfght 
be omttted, 

Prince Gareci expressed muth regret 
at having brought so much tröuble to 
his sistcr, but. added, that fron> her 
conversation and rnanners, he was pec- 
suaded she was a person of rank and 
d istin et ion ; that he hoped to be in- 
strumental in placing her happily with 
her friends. 

One day, Sir George was makiiigob^ 

§ervations dn the mysteNKis silence 

G 3 which 
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wliich the lady kepf, but whöse heältft 
contiimecl in so weak a state^ a^ to ren- 
der it impossible, withoutagreat breach 
of tenderness and delicacy« tö urge her 
to disclose her story ; which led Madam 
Kenelm to mention Theresa and Imma, 
^^yii^gt ^'ith what open and apparenl' 
frankneiss they told their ßtory. 

" imma!'* cried ^ir George, starting; 
" What Imma? Dear madam, do you 
,inow any thing of Imma?*' 

'* ITour eagerness, Sir George, sur-, 
prisesme; you certainly know nothing 
aboüt the girl I speak of — 1* found Ber 
near the park gate, weeping over her 
fi iend, who had* fainted from fatigue ; 
lioök them in and admiuistered every 
possible comfort to them : they ran 
away on tht second night,, and robbedl 
me. 

** No, nia<i|pi } it 18 true ; she can- 
not he thft^mä I am seeking; she 
coüld not commitoneactofpeculation/^ 



8ECRET MACHINATIONS;^ 1,SX" 

** Pr^y^ sister," saicl tlie prjpcje **what 
account gave they of thcmS(elves^?" 

'' The little Italian," said' she, '^ha^, 
been stölea iVom Amalfi, by a Lord 
Stellor." ,^ ^ ;' 

** By Heav^n^s ! madam, shc is t!i^. 
Imma I am seeking;" exckimed Sir 
Qeorgc, juiiip>ii}g from hisj s^a;^ — » 
*' Where is. slje? S^he robul iy> — my 
life.for it, ahe did npt ! I wopld givCj 
half my fprtune I cc^uld fiiid hey— nay, 
i w-ouldi give thc most yaluable a^tique 
I am, in possession qf, jthe vcrv avrow. 
with which Paris M'ounded Achilles." 

" Dear Sir,*' said JVladam Kene^m^, 
** ijj it possible ^ indeed, I cannot say 
where sh^ is gone*; but the German 
lady said her friends live at Vieiina." 

*' I knoy nathing^ madam, of the, 
German lady ; but Imma, all lov^eliness» 
and innocence, could commit no npcent - 
a,ct against auy pcrson ; mal iiothing. 
!$ut autopsy can evcr pers' de me that 
Q i she 
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she has bceii guilty of a Single halluci- 
natiön. ' ^To Vienna I will go tliis in- 
stant." '^ ^ ' 

It wasVith some difficulty Madam 
Kcnelm prevailed on Sir George to 
postpone bis jöurney until the morning, 
and «he would i^elate the whole she 
knew of Theresa. The adcoünt af- 
fbrtlerfSir Geprge but little inforrnation; 
bat as he understood Lintz was the 
place she wTshed to reach, and from 
thence write to her nncle, he determid- 
-cd.to go there first. " As Madara Ken- 
elni was ignöi;änt of lier uncle's paiiie 
and her*s, except that öf Theresa, Sir 
George wa.svery particular a:s te her 
person, that he might describe her in 
his inquiries. Early in the morning he 
began bis journey, and £s he was sure 
Imma had passed that road, he inquired 
at ev'ery cottaj^ and of every cottager 
he nieti' b.ü|Without- success, except 
fröm one i^, who assured him thät . 
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he sold some brcad and butter to twa 
such females as he described, many 
weeks before. This gave Sir George no» 
clue, only a stronger liope of finding 
them. At Liutz, his endeavours were 
vain, . and he determined to go to 
Pasaw, and give up thc idea of visiting • 
yienna, as he was ignorant of the nanie 
and rank of the man he wished to find. 
At Pasaw, he found letters from the 
Earl of Cleobright : those for Lord Lin- 
ton he fbrwarded. By one for himself, 
he found the countess was better, and 
would,. in a week, leav e England, Thii 
account determined Sir George to wait 
their arpval, and conduct them to their 
son, as tl>ere was little liopes of the- 
possibility. bf his raeeting them, as they 
€xpected. 

:• h ' '' ' %:. 
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Ik a few veeks, the hospitäbl'6 abbot 
sent the faithful Joseph agäin to Vi- 
enna to M. Kruges ; he delivefed tlife 
letter, and received one ra return fof 
the abbot. 

Theresa, sufFering under every mcon- 
venience incident tö her Situation, 
waited in painfuT anxiety Joseph 's re- 
tirrn. His arrival annobnced, she fainted 
in the arms of Imma, as if from hh 
hands she expecied to receive her con- 
demnation. She recovered, and asked 
what from her uncle; ön Keihg told 
cnly a letter fbr the AJ^bot, sht iiink 
again. 

The gQod opinion the abbot had 
formed^lAf. Kruges^^&qrnfthe high eha- 
lacter Theresa had given hlm, ^ üs niuch 

*i€preciate<t 



4eprecif,af«l w iwdijag .Jii^'.le^ter. J% 
was füll of tbe ii^ost it^v^e^t^v^s 9gains| 
. Theres9^aqd hei* pa^ra m<HUr> *d^fHP^e tt)^ 
abbot tQ^ trouJlile b^m i^ inpr^ 9fi hj^f 
acco^atii th^di^bQnqqr.s|^€;had l?r9qgb^ 
au hioi^p^not ^ven her blop4 PQHld wa$U 
DfF, vhi^l^, wasj »he uritbiA.hisj wa^Qh» 
be certainly Mr.ould let flpw. As X9 hßf 
Airtl^er suppoft, U wqi^W ^«v^? b« U# 
coiicero. n. ' . . 

Slow and mournfull y did th^ gf^i^taet 
inovfi ,t9M5afd8 ^e. cjQt^?«», <?öiMng in 

lejtter. ; . . ^m,. , -• 

* /' I rpad, Uth^r.r ^s^j^ Tlwwi, m 

J^ ^ter^rf her ap^^rtmanJ, ; Vi f^Srl ^y 

that teii4pr glopm on. 3«e«r cpuol^- 

jaiaflc?> tbftt I ai^^a rej*c^pd.QVi*r«W !" 

wi|i.^. ;?vay ^ ^U thing*-rJilHfi WÖl 
«>ften yoij^r mw^te^tifwe Avillpfpire t^ 

;/; e 6 daughter— 
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daughter— be i>eiiitent — i\jly oh us, and 
all inay yrt beVell. We will not give 
up the gobd ^Qvk we häve begun ; fof 
was yoü thc wlling accessary tp ybur 
owh rüm, yoöf ühcFe iäppears to thmlc 
ycnr, yoör hefplcss isolate lÄate detnarids 
oür cari • afe meti ;- aüd your returning 
virtue calls- for our assistance, as the 
iervants' of God. You raay yet bc ix^ 
heaven a fairer saint, thau if you h'a'A 

• ^ 'Your wof ds are ebrnfof^ deär fä- 
mr. :But H)y chM f If thä« Uvea— '^ 

*' That shall be our care; and/at & 
proper ^tiii^, devote itlothe Services oi 
>its Creator; and ^he ofFipring -öf sin 
sllaU becoitie the child o€ grabe.'* '-' 

Th6t€stt>Wei>t to testf, greatly bppress- 

cd by the rigid eoöduet of her uncle, 

ifeut muthcornforted' b|^' the ^oodness 

oPthedbibot. She pass*d * aight of 

'-jiairi'dtfd'f'fiftlessftess. 'InPfhc mortiifa^, 

it ii^ad'Liss^'s 'o{>inioQ* that Thtfresa 



SECBET machinätxows; 13S 

vould soon want assistance/ änä ac- 
cordrn^ly she seirt to acquaint Father 
Basil, who immediatcTy set oft for the 
cottage; and early in the aftdrnoott 
gave proofs, notwithstanding * LissaV 
fear^ that he was as fuUy acquainted 
with the obstetric art, as witli tfie 
powers and qualitics of drugs^ and tp» 
the ffl-eat joy of Imma, put info» 
her arms a beantiful liby. She ^bed 
tears öf joy and pity bver the first-boto 
of her friend ; and blessed the kind 
tongue of Father Fasfl/ wheri he pro-- 
nounced Tberesä to be in perfect 
saftty. 

None but those fbn J unförtunate fe- 
inales of sensibility, Who have given 
biith.to a cbHd m ^ the ^ absence ' of lU 
father, and that father Joved'io ex- 
cess-by the dbiating, ruined fair on^, 
'although by actions the* *inöst vile^ffe 
'dis^faccs tfte ranW he höM& as man in 
sbciet^-^nönle but these cää tell^höV 

the 
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tlie paug wbicb renders ,theiii mother» 
13 increased by t^ recolkction ta hxxw 
.b*5e a Veing they hear a child ; un4 
Jthait tbe deiir ^innocept may Uve tq 
weep over . ita motber'3 wt qiig^, . apd 
blu§h at jt& ftiXlier's- vUlaioiiQs, . Noni? 
b^t tboae wbq. bavc feit ^nd siiffered 
qiiseries like ihese^ can form the leai^t 
idea of Theresa'« feeüngs* 
. The iBost,c3;cruciatrngaBguisljfine<f 
Tl^^resa's breaat ; »he feit the ful|>eßfi 
pf |ier ^ocs r 9bf»De and guilt tortiired 
her con^cieuce; lore and pi^y dilated 
ber heart How ^xqui^it? wa^ thg ^na- 
ternal embrace f How were her aflfec- 
tions drjiwn forth by the first cry af 
her infant ! . Tenderly did ^hje, pr^ss \t 
jo her aching heai;t, .^n^. hujpbly Rwyetf 
the child of ^sonaw -might be spfi r-ejJ: 
her, aa thp Oöly softeaep of her wrpngS' 
wd rec^i^f iler %q lif/^i ♦ »« • ; , 
, : p O^ my . belovßd iai^Q9jqit T JiWage 
.^ftby^ g?uel father !'' wo,ü^: Xbpresa 



>'-' 



sigh <»Mt, as she wept oyer her ipfai^tr 
*'Thott wilt never knou/* the tendcr 
eaf^sses of hi«}^ tp wbom thcm owe8<r 
thy Inrth ! Brotight up ia shadca apd 
spHtud^, to whicb tlQ^ mother ^ ha» 
lloAm to hid€:lier debased head-^ 
](eared by thc kiiid^ foetering hani^ oS 
leligious good mtn, may est thou never 
JknoMT the vices and wilea of the gay 
World! May iby innocence bud and 
blootn faf from the dangqrooa example 
of thy aU-delpdhig 8€x !" 
; Thus did Theresa pour out her sou| 
m tenderiiess over her infant : thus did 
she bury in short oblivion the paat, and 
tiöted vß the d^licious feelings of thf 
mother. And in those moments of saT 
cred ^nderness irould she ask a bless- 
ing for, and pray for the conversion o^ 
him who had made herone. 

And why^ O yc libertbel I (frr it 
is you I would aiddress) if any int^ 
whose handa this UUle tale ou^ faU> 

fecl3 
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ftels he cleserves the disgraceful epi- 
fhet, why disgrace ye tlve im&ge of 
your * CVeatdr, \vith \^hidi he ha» 
stampeä the hirtnan form? Why fall 
from youT subllmity of character ? 
Man, superior man ! lord of the uni- 
verse !• ßbcmld nöbly, hfinöurably fillf 
the post allotted'him on earth. The 
cause of religion ami virtue is hfe : the 
happiness and- welfare ©f all beidgs on' 
earth shoüld 6e hh eare; ÄU look up 
to man ; all rely on bis afiß^ct-Jon, hu* 
fhanity, conräge^ and wisdom ; and 
must woman, who bas still a stronger 
Claim on. his pfotection thau -all other 
beings on earth, fly htni as ^fearfuj 
reil?- '^ - •.;.-•. •/.. . 
* Natur* whispew early iii the female 
car, man is yowi: guardian, yoür pro- 
tector, your only earthly reliance. Iti 
chiidHoÄci-^tWir afFec^tlons are letl. to 
«ian by thfe rfcvered name of father;: 
m'>yau*h, by the lively" pleasureÄ-of a. 
' ^' brother;; 



SECÄET MACrflNATIÖk». iSt 

brother ; in inaturity,* tli^ seek all in 
the tender name of hlisbahd. 

What then are your pleäsures, your 
delights, in deviating so wickedly, sdi 
widely from your natural and moral 
duties ? . W'here are your principles of 
hiimanity, social aftections, generou» 
sympathies— tliose amiäble qualiiies, on 
which the dignrty oP human nature is 
built?' Lost, sank, buried indissipa- 
tion and serisuäl vices. When t*he fire 
of youth IS past, arid reason re-assumes 
her reigii, then how dreadful the ac- 
count to settle! Then töo läte you 
will feel and acknowledge these dear- 
purchased truths. 

IIow permanent, how satisfactory 
are the pteasures of legaH^ j)rotecting 
an amiäble womail ! Her virtues are 
riches, her children are hohöurs, which 
give respect and consequence to her 
husband; and rear tö his' meiftoty liv- 
ing monupients of his \vorth.-'' • 

How 
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Hbw Uke a l^^easl; of prey does that 
man spend; bis: da}"«, who&e constant 
ßursHit is female destniction ! He 
^earsi tbe oxa^ q£ £aitb> and trutbi, 
linder wbich; b^. p€xpetrai;e$r tbe ba^^l^ 
deceits ; and, after taiüag asd skulkiDg, 
thi:ougb ]ife. in pursui^ of pleasures thq 
Q^stcrael. and viciousy be sinka intö 
tlie grave, a requiem of curses; on hia 
bead^ fxoin tbe dislionoured, broken- 
bisa^-ted fricnds of l^i$ victims. 

Witb wbat tender delight did Imma * 
assist ti^e[,gO(od Lissa in. nursing Tbe-^ 
rß$^ and hw inftnt, wbp^ by tbe. 
added ca,if of Fatber Ba$il, waß at, 
•tbe end of four weeks perfectl^ neco- 
vered» 

Imoip, wbeushesaw her fdend ip, 
perfegt bealtb, recoUecte,d tbe. vow sbq 
had luade in Jbker n?.me, and frequi&ntly 
repeat^d the.difFerent seenes of fear 
and' distress slje, bad, suffered : and in, 
tbe last trying; a«d fecw^ful oxomeüt did 

filie 
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»he pray am! p>omise t^ tlfc Ht>ly Vij-giö 
ioT Jiet ftietid. 

*' I haw," saicf Jmrtixi, "'my dear 
Theresa, liiade a votr to the Hbly Vir- 
gin in your nanie, and repeated it of- • 
ten, that, would she preserve and pro- 
tzet' you tliroügh alVyoür tröubied and^ 
trials, that you would make a pttgiim- 
age to Löretto ! Slie Ras Ifearkened ta 
nty prayers, and my voV itiust tie fut- 
m\ed:'' * ' 

*^lttriust; aild shäTl, my dj&aTr Imma: 
tö Löfettb I ^illgd, ttay, dVen to the*- 
Hbly Land, liad yöu* vowed forme; 
buf my dear boy-— my chfldr What 
• will becömö of him ? 1 Will nVake the 
pilgriniage wirtv yöu, and surety be- 
t\<Ten US we cäb nufse'him." ' 
^ *'t f^eäi the long jöurney at tüis ^da- 
söri of the year, änd the mäny incon- 
,veniences we must meet with, wfl ih- 
jure bis he^lth i 'we ieill täkc tlfti ibbdtV 
ÄÄcl Father Basil's advicc/" ' 

l • lu 
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In the evening Tltcreja made hct- 
wishes known to the good fatbers, who 
came as usual to v'mX her. ,The abbpt 
highly approved of .h?r inakiog the 
pilgriinage : he said it was an act of 
faith and gratitude due to the Virgin ; 
but Father Basil objected to her taking 
her son. 

" The long journey will agree with 
his Infant State : the winter is Coming - 
on, and the farther you go towards the 
Alps the.colder it will be, It is a long 
journey : many and great will be the 
hard:>hips you will meqt with in Walk- 
ing SQ m^ny h und red miles : — aUwhicfi. 
is right you shoüld bear as an expiation 
for your sins ; but your child must not 
go — it will certainly be his death. Sig- 
nora Imm^ will assist Lissa to nurse 
hitn : ahe ,will be his niQther until your 



return/* 



To this Imma objected, for slise de- 
termined to go with Th^resa* At 

lengtb^ 
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length, after much being said on all 
sid^s, it was fixed that Itrniia was to 
reiTiam ät the cottage vi'ith 'rtVeneas 
Basil, för so Thefesa^s 'soA Sm bap- 
tized, ifter rhe abbot and OFitlier 

'Basii'' /" ' ' '-^ '''•' ' ' 

- Imma wiih reluctätic^'*c6hiieftfed; 
biit ft was Theresä's wish> that, as she 
cou]d liot tak« her child, that Iiiima 
should remain with bim. 

Lissa änd Joseph were indefatigable 
in their inquiries for pilgrims to Lo- 
retto^ as iiiany set out atthat time to 
Visit the Holy Virgin, and nVake their 
ofFerings at Christmas. In a few daya 
Joseph heard of two females, who were 
on their way to Loretto ; he met theni 
on the road, and in\rite<l them to bis 
cottage, recommending Theresa to their 

. care. 'Two days they resteÄ at* the 
cottage, in which time Thöresä became 
acqüainted with them: the yoiiShgek 
she found open, frank, andlivelj^; but 

the 
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*h^ .re|}|jioiis c^nt gf the eld^t dis- 

pleaspd hej^.y 

Oa the third^inoraing, Xheresa's Im- . 
[bit^ ha^ ;^j^ 6taff, bem^ ready, s|pc 
,preparej| to kf^ve the rcotti^e ani4 her 

friends; but all insisted on Walking 

witji hf r tQ .,1j[ie cpnyejiti where they 
, were taatten^. ijff^y^^^f take breijkfast, 
, and-receiveihe ^lessii\g of thc fathetjs, 
To h^r acbing l^firp did. Theresä 
. press her.bi^y, a^she caiTiexl bim to the 
jjonv^nt; :but >*'ben at parting she re* 

$ignqd vhifji to J[niip3, .a s.hriek of an- 
.gui^hbii^sti frcWrrlm^ /and. tshe feil intö 
, Ji^isej^Vs .,af ms. . i ^. . *^ 

" Hojy^ Mptber, have ipity. jo^a her ! " 

Said Lis$a* 

_.: '^Pterjesajgi-oaued. 
. VMadani, tbe Virgin will strengthe^a 
. md , pr^te^ct you, " . coqtinuqd Li3^^ ; 
, *VÄnd|for^jyoiir d^ar,babe,,n>y life^h^U 

ftuswer foi;.hi8/' . 

", God «bless you all l'^.*aid:'^J^rew• 
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*** I go infull hope and Cönfldencfc ttiat 
the sacrifice'Iilow rrtafce will expiätb 
itiy sihs; ftfr^to leave my chifcfis asa- 
crffice Hidebd ; but tö your care, my 
ilear f rien'ds, 'da T glve hini/* " ' 

She again kisscd^her boy, Imma, 
^ndLissa; then took the arm of her 
fellow pilgrim and walked slowlyaway. 

!P6r kometimclmma afflictedlierself as 
being the cause of this niew trial to her 
friend ; 'but certairi it is, ' she never 
wodld have proposed the pilgriniage 
had she n'ot thought that hersclf and 
Pheneas would have becn her coiiipa- 
niotis. 

' Ürider Imma's active cave, anfd Lissa's 
sklll iti nürsihg, the fair Pbeneas g'rew 
fast, tb'the gi^eat delight of ihe^athers 
Si^well as his^hörses. • 

One day, spme weeks äfterTheresä's 
departüre, Imma, Wifh Phetleas in her 
arms, was returnin^ from the converi/, 
she, to rest hei-self and enjoy the last 

rays 
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Tay3 of a Deqeniber sun, seated herseif 
.flp^thejut of a.tree,. by tbe road-side, 
wlien the noi?e of a %yliip and carriage- 
wjljjeels cäused Jier to look up., The 
ne^t inslaut avoice she well knew 
called out, . *' Stop !" She trembled — 
in a moment, Lord Linton was at her 
sjdej , , , 

"]My<jiod !" exclaiiped he, /'Imraa! 
jdo Tsee you thus ?" 
. " O !" returned she, violently agl- 
^tated, >' My dear lord, do not teil Fa- 
ther Albcrti where I am, for he v'ill 
shqt me up in a -convent." 

Such a dread had Imma ofa con- 
vent, that it wa$ alway^ before. her,eyes. 
. *' No, no, Imroa, I will not; but 
where doyou live — in this village?'* 

*^ No, niy lord, at ycjnder cottage ; 
two field« off.'' ' . 

.. '* Good heavcns I, , Who supports 

** The good fathers of a convent 

here,'* 
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faer^'' aoswered Imo^a, iviiilethe Ifeam 
feil from her eyes. 

Lord Linton wiped his. 

" I will walk with you to your.flot- 
tagc/- 

Immar attempterl tarise^ .bat she fiiiitk 
down oQ her seat again, and Pheoea^ 
had naarly fallqn from her.arms. 

**Oh, niy dear boy !'* exclaimed 
she, as ike exerted herseif to aave Mm. 

** Dear boy, indeed !'* rcpeated Lprd 
Linton in English : ^* Poor ruined- in* 
9ioceHce ! Oh, my Felix ! how insin- 
oere are.you ! How often liave you de- 
clared, tbat Imma's hoaour.j^emained 
tnviolate!" 

I«inia again attempited ]to rJse, h\A 
she trembled 80 exceedingjy ,she could 
«ot hold the infant Ißvd Lioton was 
^ifrtressed for her, and took the baby ; 
then ordereitt Fr^nküa to Assist ImiM. 
As they walked to the cottage, Lwil 
Linton contemplated the beajo^ he 

VOL, 11% H held 
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held in bis arms, and he fancied he 
could trace in its infant face the fair 
features of his friend. 

Lissa, Avho had been watching for 
the return of Imma, was alarmed at 
seeing her led by a man, and another 
carrying the child, ran to meet them. 

*^ Bless me ! signora, wliat accident^ 
has happened to you ?'" 
. " None, Lissa : do not be fright- 
cned." 

" Why then you have walked too 
far, and have tired yourself. . I told 
you that you are too weak to carry the 
child far ; but you are so fond qf it, 
that nobody must nurse it but your- 
self. Well, I do not wonder at it, for 
he is a sweet child : — Is he not,sir?'' 
she asked Lord Linton, as she tobk it 
from bis arms. " I am much obliged 
to you for the care you have taken of 
the lady," — foUowed Imma into the 
cottage, and shut the door. 

*^0h! 
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^*Oh!'' Said Im ma, turning round» 
** the geiitlemaa is my friend ; I knew 
him at Atnalfi— he must come in/* 

Lissa, making a thousand apologies, 
opened the door, His lordship then 
iegged Imma to excuse him, that he 
would see her again in the niorning. 
She again intreated he would not let 
Father Alberti know where she was ; 
which he again promised, and took hisf 
leave. 

When he returned to his carriage, he 
ordered the driver to stop in the village, 
where he inquired if he could have ac- 
commodations for a Company of seven, 
and nine servants, Which with some 
difBculty was procured, and Franklin 
watched to stop the earl's carriages. 

To account for the sudden appear- 
ance of Lord Linton, I must inform 
my readers, that, as soon as the coun- 
tess's health was restored, the earl, 
heriself, and Lady Maria, set out for 
H 2 Germany; 
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(irermanj ; and at Pasaw they met Sir 
Geologe Philomath, ^lo^very post had 
recmed aueli ^ceounti^^JUnd Stelidr, 
ß8 gave tto bopqs of Im bebg removed 
to Pasaw. It tfaen was conduded, that 
they fiäiould proceed as fast.aa possible 
to Urbmo, an hopes that the sigbt of 
the earl, countess, and Lady Mark, 
would have some happy Effect. 

The countess's sufiienngs cannot je»- 
ther be described or conceived on see- 
ing her dcar, bei* only son, the once 
beautiful Lord Stellw — his fiae form 
emaciated — his clear, transparent skin, 
tinged with lernen bMe-^hiß blue^ -soft 
eye, gla;si$y tad wild-^iand, worse tban 
all, his mental facuUies lost in wild de- 
lirium and heated fttmy. 

When the earl, countess, , and Lady 
Maria, eatered hifitroam, lie'wtfi stand* 
ing kl one ccimer ; his wams fold^l, his 
icyes üioed lon^jacancy« The<*oHntess 
isank ona cbairattaisigiitao dreadful : 

with 
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with »oul-pÄei^ng pang» did she view 
tbe tpf^narture, mdanchoij mm of « 
nobte buikling : tbe form, thip pillars^ 
tfaough w«ftkenecl, were statidiilg, bitt 
all thBkt was beautiful within was lost , 

When the countess had recoinered 
fjTom the first skock, she walked up to 
her son, and, taking bis left band> 
Said, '^ Felix, my dear, do yoa kno^ 
i»c?" 

Hc laid bis Imid on liis hear^ and 
Mplied^ *' Yea^ it is quite broke: it 
does not move : it is cold. Why do 
theyseod y ou liere? It is Ixnma i catied 
fin*. Gos gp fdefa Inmia i" 

" I am yjowf mother, my dear Ff Ux • 
Ibok ait me— See, tircre is your fether !'^ 

^^ She wasaffaid of me. Yes, Imma! 
tbou diviaity ! I see you tber^ !'' aooi- 
ttojied he, hokliag up his haiids. and 
eyes to heaveiii Each in tu^rn spoke to 
hitn, bat he had no reeoUection, not 
a iiiomettt*s ibtorval of sauity. 

#3 As 
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ihnil hoxr ahall I extenaate my cnme ? 
Mcw xnany^shall I fiU with unhappi^- 
messi ADubt, and dtstrust? Hoiy Vir- 
gin! look down on «le, a&dgive me 
Mrength td dbßkre tlietrutfa,; sdlitiay 
diihappy !'' . 

Agatha appeared dejectedj . . a tid a 
iNttHelhmg laboubingfset her breast was 
Yisibte Mtat}^' yet üoife eonld guess tUe 

The rrext day ILoHd StelloF had' soidc 
recollectimfi öf bis' nodüsr and sirtei^ 
ai^d^ after 9dine uncoinicfcted cenveirsa^ 
Hon, hecfelspedlLadyMaiiaiittfbisiarins: 
bis s^aldan^ tears* feil Ott ber bosoni, 
and in broken accents asked if she bad 
Umfma saflb^ 

** ¥e8,my dear Felixi »h« i» säfe/' 
>^ God be praised ! Bufe w^tild .she 
not come arid $ee me ? She amikd and 
sigfbed wtetr last we parted. Surely sHe 
^11 fbrgive rae. Ask ber, my dewf 
Bister-^bey for youp poor brotbcr-*^ 

bring 



bring' her here.*^ — '^No, niy brotlicr, 
we wiU go* ta her : the earl and cotrn* 
tess will go with US." 

" Let H8 go« Bov,*' said he, taking 
Her hafid : he then stopped, and \f>ok^ 
Ing round wildly, " Hush^ Linttm 
must niD« go^: ahe Ibves hrm : lAjpdrew^ . 
bis pict«re. O God, this feram wiB 
burst !^* Be then Struck bis head aiid^ 
KMred ; called fot lünrma ; ** Zek), Fui-bo,, 
brmg me my Imma f^ 

This doubly ATOtmded the iJoimte^k,. 
who had' fortnerf the most satigumer 
Ropes from the short niterval of santty^ 
shc witnessed i» Iris^ coirrersation wrth' 
his sister. Soon after the pbysicratt^ 
itiade his Visit, with wbom the countess» 
and earl had a long mtervrew;- and ht" 
atilt declared it as his opinion^ that no^ 
^ing but the object which cansed hir 
derangement could removfe it) but evenr* 
that might ftil, ifit was long before* 
it M^as admraisf ered. When the tnfnd* 
H 5 has- 
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ha$' thus been ii> a State of anarchy^ 
9nd reason Iias long been driven fron> 
her seat, the energies are weakened^ 
and she seldom re-assumes her reign ; 
OTy if she does^ it is but for a shprt 
period. 

Tbi$^0andid opinton of tbe physicians 
> alarmed the worthy parents, and they 
thought every moment lost that was 
not employed in preparing for tlieir de- 
parture from Ui bino, for they had great 
hppesy by niaking a public iuquiry as 
soon as they should reach Germany, of 
discovering Imma's retreat, as from Sir 
George they had stixHig assurances p£ 
her being there, 

Lady Maria itidulgcd her brother in^ 
almost continually talking of Imma,. 
as^it waS'the only subject which brought 
a clear idea to bis mind. During the 
first part of the journey he was com- 
posedy but seldom spoke, and, whea 
he did^ it was only to ask how far they 

were 



f 
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were from Imma. Lady Maria oftet» 
amused him with accounts of Imma'a 
perfections, virtues, aud many little 
coQveröatioos which. passed between 
them at Amalfi ^ to 9II he would listen« 
vith plea^ed attention ; and> when she 
ceased, he woiui ask, ^^ Have. yQU no«^ 
thing more to say of her ?'* 
- On tbeir kaving Urbino, Agatha 
requested to be retained to attei^d Lord 
Stellor until he should recevcr. Gre- 
gory was pleased to find that Agatha 
was going with them, as he did not 
wish to lose sight of her.: hp had often 
pressed her to inform him of the name 
of his parents^ and the. rank in life 
theyheld when she knew them; but 
she always excused herseif, and b^gged 
he would be at ease ; tliat he might 
Kely on her doing the ju^t thing as^ 
soon as it was in her power ; and this 
\day they left Urbino she whispered 
Gregory, that soon afker they shoul4 
R 6 reach 



i€2jch Cermany, she hoped todeetai« , 
whö^ fcoh he was. 
' As hopA lS<^Hop h^: twt>' ot ihm 

fhe e^\i öf tht trävelier tttW2*d^ tH.e 
^arrf ag^, to thd greot distress cf ^ Üis 
firteiiKiiiv '^ ^Ä^ ägriied to take the mo^ 
private road tö iPasaw, and mtUtt 
eigbt miles of Bratinan thiey tui^Aed 
from tfac higfh; road, and took that 
.road> whkfh \ec\ to the villa^^,^ tascr 
which Iiftttia residörf; and Lord Linton; 
ias hii? cafriage was the least enciHnber* 
öd, undertook tö precede rtie party, 
fhat hiB vatet might make Aiö ileces^ry 
prepaVatfOiM for so large a cotApBxiy. 

Tht earl w^ surpris^ at beitig stop^ 
p*fl. at the entrarice of the villagö by 
Tiis lordship's valet 'VHeavens !^ 6x* 
•daii^ed Lady KJarfay '* I hope, Mr. 
Franklin^ yöur loitl has met with nir 
aecidewt.*' He aistired her he had not, 
biit soifi^thmg uM:8!pecfed had hap« 

pened, 



petifd^ wfaicb obliged kim to stt>p at 
the vHkige and wait thm arrivaL 

Ab sDoik aB tiie oatnoge atopped at 
tlie ioiiy tlie earU coutrtits^ JLady Ma^ 
ria, akdSir Geoigir, wereclosetedwklp^ 
kts k>Fd8liip. 

" What,'* said the counteai) "«y 
loidy- IS the cause of all thby and those 
loofcs ? Are ywk di^resdod ^'* 

^^ lanir cooDtess^ botb «Katresaedand 
happy-^faappj^ to say I hm^ &>^u4 tbe* 
lovely ianma !"^ 

^^ God be prahed f" e^himeot alL 

.** Whcrc is'she ?" said th^ eouiitess^ 
*^ Leb mä seq .häF> and, by ^iviag her 
tö' my p^r boy, inak/d hfifh jhappy ! 
Was she of obscure and unkpowa bif th^ 
lier ti^rtoe»^ aiAl fyy poor.b^y's love 
Jbr hes,^ would teiuicr lier worfhy U> 
H»ake a pafft of tay fkteily ; but she is 
superior to my Felix in birth and forr 
t^Ae, eould ^he £k3s$rt her righ^;!" « 

'' f üom wlience^" ask^d 3ir €rwgfi 

"did 
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** did you Icarn thc acoount of her fit* 
mily ? I thonght h^r Urth was acata« 
kptic — notknown eren toFatherAl- 
berti ; that her youth, beauty, and 
Hnprotected innocence, stimulated their 
benevolenee, and thus she was elee«- 
mosynory." 

•* No, Sir George, her family is an- 
cient and noble : the countess is fully 
acqaaiflted with her story ; she Bad it 
froni Fathei: Alberti. Had my poor 
Hianiac known her story, be wöüld not 
have doubted his father's approbatioa 
of his love." H<?re all the tender, no- 
ble feelings of the father, and the man,. 
sweUed his bosom and illtuned his- 
conntenance; 

** But, my dearlord; you said, you 
were happy and distressed : how then 
have you found her ?" asked the coun- 
tess. 

•* /Aiy my dear countess ! how shall 
1 teil? I found her neai: this v\U 
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läge, with the sweetest cherub in her 
arms !" 

" Oh ! my Felix, isit thus ?" sighed 
the countess : ^' And does a chiid of 
thine, and its mother^ wander about, 
supported by the sparing band of cha- 
rity ? Take me, my lord, this instant 
to the dear, injured girl : let xne pay 
tbem tbat love wbich is duq to the wife 
and child of - my Felix ! But has he 
not declared to you, .my lord, tbat 
Imma was still Innocent^ still pure ?" . 

^^ He hasy a thousand times ; and.it 
pierced my heart when I saw he bad 
not treated me wltb tbat confidence I 
thougbt he bad. The sigbt of me af* 
fected Imma so mach, thal^ in at- 
tempting to lise, sbe had nearly let the 
cliild fall, and she exclaimed, '*0, my 
^ear boy !" I tpok the infant from 
her, and carricd it to the cottage, and 
in its beavenly face traced the faii? 
beauties of my friend. A jconvent ia 

her 
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hör dre^; for Jier firs« reqtiest was> 
that I would not let Father AlfeerCl 
hne^ wheue she w^, fest he »hould 
SAU« bei* up. 

'• WelH'' Said 4?be earf-, ^' the injtrretl 
hiVB^a we niöst recompeiisd by our 
1^^ an# afFeetionv and Felix's fault»^ 
And ermieft' must be ^rgot in his da& 
Ifermgd. If tÄe sight and security o£ 
ImiTK^ wiH bringt sai^ity t!o my poör sirf^ 
fefing fnuniaLC-,' aW-will be weH : we will 
go and st$mv6 Felioc, that Inuna he wiH 
See tö^HiorröwJ' 

None feit tÄie rmsforfeunes^and snffcp* 
mgS' of Irmnaf more severely than Lady 
BlaFia?; and dum>g snpper she ob- 
sepve^ she knev? Imtnia. to be puifFty 
and irrnocence' ttKeif;, that her bwther 
limst häve used eitter vidence o^ stra-^ 
tegem to get her i-wm Amalfi; "And 
i havS gt^at ftar fbr his futare happi- 
A^ös, Ös^ ifi my öpinion, her leaving 
Mm^^V^ tiiat he* is n<Ä in poss^ssionr 

o£ 
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od her beai t aiid affectioM^ for there. i$ 
sa imicb nature about ImjBa, I m^aa 
natuial simplicHyi that^^ had *sfae lovetf ' 
him, she never would have kff hirot* m 
tl)« Situation she was itw.'^ 

^' Indeed, lüIaFia,*' aaid tbs earl^ 
** you have raised a ^r which I sever 
thpug^taf/' 

" No," replied* the eountes^ '* I 
have Ba such fear. No woman can faate 
tbefatbct o£ herchiW : the injiiry is Ars 
got m the fifstr matrimonial einbvaee( 
aud the fif st kii» sihe impriütä 01% her 
inßffiit's i;heek, seabhis forg^ivenesSv^nd 
(without neglect or 111 treatment süc^ 
ceeds his^ fondoesä) each loofe oi her 
Infant, eaeh smile and touch of its v 
little baady pleads with force to* her j^ 
liearty atibd titrnsi indifference to ,th6 
wär«)est affection,'' 

. '*' To your opiixian I rtiust bow,. my 
coun^tess/' Said the earl^ '^as ia this 
case you Baust bfe tbe better judgie,— 
Töfinorrov, we will go to Imma's cot- 

tage 
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tage, abd begin the wörk of happi- 
ness." In the morning, Lady Maria and 
Lord Linton, went first to the cottage. - 
When they entered, Imma was sitting 
by the fire, feeding the little Pheneas. 
Lady Maria feil on her knees, and 
threw her arms round her neck, änd in 
one embrace, pressed, as she thought, 
böth mother and child. 

** Ol my dear Imma," said she, 
^* Why did not youcome to me r Why 
have you wandered about among strän- 
gers ? O ! my dear brother, wbat happi- 
ness for you, were you capable-of feel* 
ihgit." 

" Gapable," said Irtima; '' What is 
the matter with Lord Stellör ?** 

Here the earl and countess ent^red. 
Imma gave the child to Lady Maria^ 
and flew to meet the countess, with 
open arms; the countess receivcd hfer ; 
she sunk on her bosom, and cried " Fot- 
giveyour Felix, forgive ^our ison, and 

pity 
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pity me !'* *• We do, we do, " answered 
both the earf and countess, and asked, 
" Can you forgive him ?** 

*VYe8, heaven knows my heart ! I 
do ; and I hope that Father Alberti aüd 
the abbot, will forgive us. May I ask 
where is Lord Stellor ?'' 

The countess, in a few words, told 
her his Situation, at which recital Imma 
fainted. Lissa brought drops ; and 
M'hen she recovered, she asked if she 
might see his lordship. 

" And do you, Imma," said the 
earl, "feel so interested forhim, as to 
wish to see him ?" 

" Yes, my lord ; there was a time 
\^'hen I beheld him with aversion ; 
when he forted me from Amalfi, from 
my home and friends, he was my aver- 
sion ; I looked upon him as the worst 
wretch that ever lived : but now my 
heart is changed ; I knew aot that I 
loved him so much^" 

" Then, 
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'^ Then, we will ^/' said tke eom*- 
ttee*; ^' the iufatit h&d better rcniaui 
here, for thepwwebt "I,''aaiA tb& 
iapipy Lissav " will teike care <rf Mnr ;" 
wlio, as SOOR a& they bad left the cot- 
tftge, wenC to tbe coitTect to infiMm the 
abbot of what had pmt. 

Bady Mariaj went to her breither'» 
»om ; kewaßsitttog at a tablc^ Agatha 
hy himv and \vith a ptncil, was dtawmg 
a figwe^ wbftch he said was Irama. 

** And, my dear Felix, should yoa 
Ute Itor aee Immai in nealityi r" 

" Whete^isLiotoo^* 

€€ Never mind Lirttt)ir: I. wiHhritt|^ 
Inltna^ tf yovb wiahtö» aee het ; bat how 
wrU yoii behave t© her ?** 

*' If I gäi her m my arnis^ sK&dhaU 
VC9& Ißasve me^ withoul limteii i$ t09 
atnnigfer me, afeid takea her Crom: me/'^ 

.^* .LiotoashaU aiot come nearyou; 
beqmet, and I will fetefa her." 

She theo led in lonna ; thfi conates^ 

and 



ftnd isail followed ; ndtwithatending 
i»he n^ pnepared to ^lee faim [fMile, 
rafiaciated, vasted ' bgr grief^ *znd «od- 
Hess ^^ing at »eich .eye-^t watiitoo 
fiipobf<ir'hef--**8hesunk, as beetpetciiad 
ins arm« . to etd^oe her. ^' .0, iniy 
Imma," Said he, and feil by herside; 
IIkb itQidL heran his arms, and field 
her so close to his breast, that it "wm 
müh the grestest diiBcuIty lady'M^ria 
4xnild.iipply salts to her uose; wbiob^ 
es sbe ofiared them, he endeavomcd to 
put faack with his band, say.ing, ^^No, 
.no, ye^hadl not toudh her-^uevtr shall 
tbesehands loose her." 

" ßiat, my dear Felix, you will hart 
.her, if you hold her ao fast. " 

** No ! .Does ehe say so ? No, 'Felix 
«coü uwer hurt Imma ; but ahe will run 
^^ay from me aga^B:" 

" No, indeed, I .mll \tH)t,'' .said 
Imma, as idic necoisered ; he then un- 
clasped has haiids> but »tili hqld her 

petticöat. 
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petticoat. The earl raised her froifi tbe 
ground, and seated her in a chair.— 
Lord Stellor, still holding her, seated 
himself by her ; then lookhig finnly in 
her face for some time, said, ^' You are^ 
indeed, niy Imma — Will you never 
leave me again ?^ 

** No/' Said she, " not without your 
consent." 

** Then, we will never part. Will 
you, sir, pennit meto detain her," said 
he, addresstng the earl, with *a suppli- 
catin'g look. Tt was the first proof he 
had given that he knew his father, whtch 
so overjoyed and affected hin) that he 
tlirew his arms round them, and pressing 
them tenderly, asked ablessing on'^then), 
bid them live and be bappy^ He then 
laid his head on Imma's Shoulder, aad 
shed tears. **Thank God !" said the 
weeping Agatha, \fho had witnessed the 
tender scetae — "these tears are well, 
they pxomise returning reason. " 

'' Tlis 
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'' ThisisasighV' Said West, ^'most 
pleasing to my soul : my k)rd, weeping 
over her he loves. Never but oQce, 
since his illness, has he shed, teaf&-*r 
Ofteu haye I prayed that toars would 
come to his relief ; b^t his grief was 
too great ; it was not the A^hiiDpering 
grief of a love-sick boy, it was the 
heavy grief pf a noble soul, which con- 
demns its own actions ; and feil into sud- 
den madness, attheawfulrecoUection.*' 
Soon aftefi they all left the room 
but Agatha, who seated herseif in a 
distant comer of the room, and with 
pleasure, watcbed the happy effects of 
Imn>a's presence. 

Gregory'S; feelings were so teöderly 
affected, at the certain hope of again 
seeing Imma, the playfcHow of his 
childhood, and companion pf hisyouth, 
that when he heard I)er at the door, he 
felj; it impo§sjible to meet her, until the 
viplence ofhis s^gitation was a little 

abated, 



abatted, and Ire waUced towaräs the 
garden. 

When Lady Maria retaraed from her 
brothei^s «>oib, she joyfully related to 
Gregory 'the fnanner niid ^eflfeets of 
Ifnma's intfoducftioB. 

** K'Ow,*' «kl ehe, *^ we will go and 
«eetbedearohild." 

♦^ CbiW r'^ard Gregory, **«ipo8si- 
Wer 

'' Yes! sbe fcas ä beauilful little 
«s^l." 

*' PriHoe Gareci ha« often said, that 
he was eure thttt tfee only injury Lord 
Stdl^r bad ^^tmelmma, wastakiog ber 
from her friends, and gwng Itie world 
«uspicion, aßd I beiieved rt,** 

** Let w go, andyeu sball see thc 
*dear aiigel/* 

A% Jtbey teft the looin, they met Lord 

Liiiton, ^o wälked with «»cni, At 

the-eöWag* they tuet the abbofe fiHÜ 

Father BasiL As l;hey -en^red, Li^ia 

S said, 
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ssddy ]>ointiDg to Lord Linton^s father» 
^^ This is the gentleman who brought 
home Signoralmma ;" tbe fathers boved 
their heads. '< Are you, son/' said the 
abboty ^^ the person known by the name 
ofLordStellor?" 

** Ncs fath^y I am his friend." 
** And where have you conveyed the 
maid Imma ?'* 

** Maid !'* said Lady Maria, to Gre* 
goiy^ who was kissing the Infant Phe* 
neas, ** How can this be ?** 

Lprd Linton described to the abbot 
the unhappy State of his friend, and 
the good efiect Imma's Company had 
on his mind. 

" Blessed be the power of God K 
who, for his sins, like Nebuchadnezzar, 
has punished this young man with 
madness ; and now, in his bwn time, 
restotes hiin tö life: for this young 
man must, like the unhappy Nebuchad* 
nezzar, have been dead to his friends 
VOL. II. I and 
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and family, atid also to himseif dunng 
bis State of insan ity . " 

" We owe yott tnuch good, father," 
Said Lady • Maria, "for the care you 
have bestowed on Imixia, and this dear 
child." 

** Daughter, what we have done, 
was not for worldly praise, it was for 
the praise of God, and for the Chris- 
tian love we feel for our fellow-crea- 
tures in distreSss." 

" The earl, my father, will give you 
thanks ; and also, by adding to your 
fund, enable you to continue such acts 
of charity as you may see fit. Will you 
go with US to the village, and I will 
c^rry the dear child ?" 
, " We will, daughter, go and hail the 
niaid Imma, and her returning happi- 
ness ; but the child must^ stay with 
Lissa." 

*^ Why, is it not Imma's child ?" . 
'* No, daughter. That child, has a 

much 



I 
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much greater villain for his father than 
this Lord Stellor." 

They all looked ^urprised. 

" The mather of the. chfld was with 
the maid Imnia« She is a womau of 
great respectabilityy though üQfortu- 
nate ; this worthy father assisted Jier 
in the hour of trial ; aod she. is now, 
cven in this cold weather, gf^nt a :pü- 
griniage to Loretto, to epcpji^p , l\ci: 
crimes ; and may the all-protecting in- 
flucncc of the Holy Virgin, go with, 
and Support her, ander the many bodily 
suiTerings she must' undergo in so long 
ajourney I" . .1 • t 

Lady Maria rejoiced to find that hey 
brothet* was less guilty than she thought 
him ; yet, she found somcthing like 
disappointment, when she found the 
child was not Imma*s; for she had 
already given to^ t}ie infant, a part of 
that love shf feit for her brothqn 5he 
gave the child to Lissa, with a degree 
.13 of 
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<if reluctanc^ and retarned to tbe vil* 
läge with the fathers. 

On her inibrmiog the coantess of tbe 
discotcry sbe had made, that the dear 
baby was not Imma's^ she was aurprised, 
and wished to hear from Imma aa ac- 
eount of his mother. 

Theeati received the iathers witb 
every matk of respect, and after some 
conversation» understandingthatFather 
Basil had practised pbysic for many 
years^ he requested bim to visit hisson. 

Xord Stellor had not discovered the 
least Symptom of insanity, from his 
first seeing Imma ; he had sat^ holding 
one of herbandsy listening with minute 
attention, to her account of the dif* 
ficulties and sufferings of Theresa 
and herseif) from the dme they left 
Manfrcdonia to their arrival at Lissa's 
cot tage. She begaa with relating 
some of the conversations which passed 
between Theresaand herseif, previous 
S to 
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to thctr leaving Maofredonia. Lord 
Stellor frequently shed tears, and as 
frequently blessed kihd Providence for 
returaiDg her to bis arms» Imma, had 
Dot got half through her story, when 
the earl entered, with the abbotund 
Father Basil. " There, my lord,** said 
Imma, "rising, ^^ are the good men who 
now pfotectand support me/* 

** No, not now, Imtna; I will pro^ 
tect and support you now^" aoswered 
LordStcWor. 

" My son," said tbe.a^bot;. walkiug 
up to him, ** May youbebappy witli 
the niaid loima — ^she deserves your 
love — she has done justice to your 
virtues — she has told nie, that from you 
fihe did not ran, but froni .hers^f-rthAt 
you she did not fear, but ftei^self. Now^ 
. aiy son, the woman who will not rely 
6n her own strength^ but ilies^ from all 
possible danger, better gü4rd9 her virr 
1 3 tue, 
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tue, than shd wbo tUinks herfeelf invul- 
nerable/" 

" Father,'* said Lord Stellor, ''l am 
fully asiured of Irama's worth and 
your goodness-'* 

Here he stopped-^a visible weak- 
ness came over hhn— and the pale tint, 
'which joy had thrown on his cbeek, 
fied ; his head feil on Inuna's bosom. 
Fäther Basil considered the Symptoms 
visible throughout his frame: he then 
begged leave toadm in ister to his Lord- 
ship, and trdcfaested he might be kept 
quiet; none remained with him but 
Imma and Agatha. The earl ordered 
the horses to be put to the carriage, 
and convey Father Basil to the con- 
vent. The abbot he prevailed on to 
remain and dine with him. 

As all were anxious to know who and 
vhat Theresa was, and as Imma could 
not be asked, the abbot related her 

Story, 
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Story, as he had heard it from herseif: 
also of the obdurate uticle'.s answer to 
his letter ; that Theresawas gone a true* 
penitent, to make good a vowimma 
had madein her name; and Itnniahad 
promised to watch over her ihfant^ un- 
til her return. : 

When Fatbcr Basil returned, Lord 
Stellor was got to bed, and every order 
strictly obeyed, which he gave respect- 
ing the regimen under which he laid 
his lordship : but no. arguments could 
pr^vail on lird Stellor to consent to 
Imma's quittihg his apartment ; the 
proposal afFected him much, and thrtw 
liim into a violent tremble. Father 
Basil advised that Imma sbould watch 
by his bed-side all night. 

The next day, his lordship. was viai- 
bly better, and requested Imma to 
ikiish the äccount of her flight from 
Manfredonia ; she did, and he expressed 
a desire to see Theresa'a cbild. Lissa 
I 4 was 
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was ordered to briog htm to the inn-^ 
he took it in bis arms. 
' " It is like Theresa/' said he, "and 
may you be as like her in soul as in 
ütce» No spark of your father's spirit^ 
I hope, inliabits this little body. He 
kissed it» and gave it to Imma« 

^* Oh ! my honoured mother," said he> 
faiding his face in her neck, " your son 
IS not so great a villain as that Obres-^ 
koff; but had I foUowed^is advke, I 
jhould have been. No, my mother, I 
loved Imcna with purity tnd truth ; and 
his ad vice had no effect on my con* 
duct," 

** Well, my Felix, your truth sball 
be rewarded« Imma shall be yourV 

** Then, your son will be happy ! And 
will my father consent ? Dare I hope 
so?*' 

** Yes, Felix, the earl wishes it»-^ 
That and every thing eise in bis power 
wiU he do to make you happy." 

Lord 
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Lord Stellor, whose spirits were vcry 
iveak, was quite overcome by this ex- 
ccss of goodness ; at length he raised 
bis head froin his mother's bosoin, and 
turning iowards Imma; held out his 
- hand. 

*^ Will you, my Imma ? Can you 
forgiveHie? Will you, by joining your 
benign powers to my mother*«, bid me 
Mve, and make that life happy, which, 
foT your sake alone, I wish to pre- 
serve?'*^ 

Lady Märi^ took Inima*s band and 
kd her to her brothcr : he cmbraced 
bety as did the countess. 

" This/* Said Lord Stellor, "isthe 
happiest moment of tny life ; the 
nK)ntb8 of sufFering I have past, aie 
not too much for tbese delicious n)o* 
ments/* 

After mueh tendernesa on all 
sides, the countess desired Lord Stel- 
lor would consent to Imma^s tetiring 
I 5 for 
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for the nigbt, as she was very much 
fatigued. 

" Yes, mother, I can trust Jmma 
ivith you, she is as safe as with me/* 
. ^*Kliow, my lord,"said Immai ''that 
my inclinations keep ine with you 
jiow ; when you was indifferent to me, 
I did not fear you ; when I loved you, 
when my heart was your advocate, I 
fled ; our loves are sanctioned by your 
friends ; now I am honoured by their 
approbation, and they willingly accept 
me as their daughter, poor and desolate 
as I am, my wishes all centre here.— 
But to Father Alberti, 'the Abbot, ^nd 
Metella,^ much is due from me ; in- 
deed, the whole. convent demands my 
gratitude : — I am sensible they have 
suffered much on my apcount'. Often 
my duty and gratitude directed. me to 
write to them, but I fear their anger ; 
and knew tlie inefficacy of my testi- 
mony to prove my innoqence/* 

*' t my 
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'* I, my Imma, will bear it all; on 
meshall fall their anger : I will beyour 
shield and defender for life.'' 

When Iinina left Lord Stellor, eager 
to see Gregory, she rail to seek Lady 
Maria. As she «uteted the room thc 
servant directed her to, a man caught 
her in bis arms; she screamed, and 
piished him from her. " What," said 
he, ' ^\ Do not you, know Gregory ? 
who has travelled so nrany hundred 
Äiiles to find you." She looked. 

" It is, indeed, Gregory," said she, 
and embraced him ; ^' and here I am, 
SS pure and good; 1 hope, as when you 
lasttsaw me.'^ 

They. conversed some time; but as 
she was fatigued, she pronnsed to give 
him a fuil account of her bcing takea 
from ;Amalfi, up to tbe hour in which 
Lord Linton found her ; which she did, 
the nöxt;day, to the wholeparty. ; 
The Countess consulted with the 
I 6 earl 
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earl and Sir George Fhikmiatli» about 
acqaamthig tlie Abbot and Father Al- 
berti of the fortunate discoveiy of 
Imma. It was agieed, that Gregoiy 
had better go, attended by a servan^ 
and take such ktters as were necessary. 
Tbe next day, wben Agatba faeard 
that Gregory was to leave them, die 
ran with great haste to the coontes% 
and Alling on her knees, begged he 
might not go. 

*' What, Agatha, " Said the GOUDtcss> 
** is the reason of your request ?*• 

^' It 18 not yet, madam, tiroe for me 
to teil; bot it conceros me; it coa- 
cems you ; it concems all of us that 
be shoukl stay ; and the good man the 
abbot, who found him, I shonld like to 
see ; or pray begof him to send all [»r« 
ticulars . when, and where, he found 
him/* ' 

The countess sent for the earl and 
him at Agatha's reqnest. 

''And 



4' And what, Agatha, do you knovir 
of this young man ?'* asked the earl. 

^' I uursed him for years ; I know^ 
his fiiends, but cannot discover them i. 
but I will in a fcw weeks/' 

^* To me, Agatha» you roay,'' re^ilied 
the earl ; ^' me you may trust ; for I 
flaust own» I fcel a regar d for hi«, «ad 
will do all in my pow^r to serve him." 

" Not yrt, not yet, tny lord, can I 
tdl who he is ; but in a few weeks, I 
hope to teil all I know. But, O^ niy 
Gcd ! What a trial will it be r 

The earl, was hurt at the violent agi* 
tatbn she was in, aod prooiised her tb^t* 
Gregory should stay. Aservant was tfaeii 
dispatched with letters to Amalfi, and 
every one was felicitating Gregory on 
the happy prospects he had of beingre-- 
stored to liis frie&ds. Lady Maria was 
so iaterested in the happiness of Gre» 
gory, that when she heard the account 
fiom the countess^ i^ acoompanied 

her 
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her expressions of joy with the mbst 
sistcrly embrace. 

The village was pleasantly situated ; 
the air dry and salubrious ; it was re* 
solved that if a house could be pro- 
cured for two or three months, they 
would fix their residence there ; that 
Lord Stellor, who was recovering fast 
URder Father ßasiPs care, might still 
havc the benefit of his advice. 

One day, while alSairs were in this 
train, and search was making for a 
house, Sir George was con versing with 
Imma, and he asked her why she and 
•Theresa left Madam Kerielm's house in 
So strattge a nianner. 

" Why, Sir George, did I not inform 
you the other day, when I related our 
trävels?'* ' 

** I had left the room at that plart of 
your accoun^t, and stayed out some 
time ; but I heard the account from 
Madam Kefielm, and think it . was 

Strange 
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Strange you should leave her in sucli a 



manner." 



" Did she not teil you, that she or- 
dered us to leave her house ?" — "No/' 
" A note was brought to u& early in 
the morning, which ordered us to leave 
the house instantly. Weobeyed; and 
the abb6 drove us through the park. 
I have the note at the cottage^ for 
Theresa took care of it, hoping one 
day to have it in her power to shew it 
to Madam Kenelm, and clear our cha* 
racters." 

'' Oh, that vile abb^ ! the fustila- ^ 
riän ! Oh, the skellum ! the facinorous 
wretch ! I will make his nocent, co- 
venous practices known — such inopi- 
nate wickedness ! Why, Imma, what _ 
more do you think he did ? He told Ma- 
dam Kenelm that you robbed'her : you 
took a silver cup and spoons, besides 
the clothes Madam Kenelm sent you 
to put on." r ' 

" Blessed 
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^' Blesaed Virgin ! does Moiu Ahbh 
wy We are thieves ?" 

*^ He does^ he does ; bat I will evis* 
eeratethebusiness: I will gotd Madam 
Keneloi, and produce ürefragable proofs 
of bis ^ickedn^s — a thrasonicäl puppy ^ 
£[€ — hehadtbetementy» the assurance 
to point out haUucLaatioDS in my tran^ 
filation oi Abaris ; but I will transport 
bim — a rogue ! I will de&cate yöur 
characters. . A skeilam, to treat two 
Ikelpless females with sncb ferity« If 
an atrophy had been your death», he 
would/ have glaried in the act ; and to 
<denigra>te your cbar^ters, by saying 
you were thieves l I will go to Madam 
Kenelm this instant, a pedantic puppy ^ 
My transktion bad! — the MSS. false ! 
He a judge ! — He know a falfie MS. 
.fcom a ttue one l Shall he dace to give 
such an opinidia? Signora, let me 
have the note : it i» a forgery ; it was 
never written by Madam Kenelm, I aih 

sure. 
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fiHre. Aa iin|>udent, bad-hearted fei» 
low/ he is always begrudging the poor» 
and condemning Madam Kenelm's 
erogations/' 

As soon as bis choler was a little sub« 
sided, he webt to the countess and in* 
formed her of his Ksolves. She w«s 
much hurt at the prejudice Madam 
Keneloi must feel againsfr luatna and 
Tfaeresa, from the impresaion the a^be's 
account must naturaUy have Icft on her 

" Oo, Sir George, *• said the coon- 
teös, "go and clcar thetr:characters-^--* 
ftove their innooence — free them from 
the shocking scignia* As for the im«! 
fortunate Theresa, niy heart waches &xt 
her: what mmt she sufier thia; cbld 
weather in her pUgrimagie ? Brougfat 
up with tendernesS) and accustoi»ed ta 
every indulgence and comfort, haw 
must her feet be blistered» aad her 
tender limbs ach^ in proceeding so 

many 
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many hundred mi1es> whb beiTore she 
left her imcle's house had never walked 
one. The account I have heard of her 
frort! Imma and Felix has distressed me 
much. It is to bc lamented that bi- 
gotry and superstition should impose, 
or cÄ^en sanction, such a pcnancej 
Paint to yourself, my deär Sir George, 
a delicate female, such as Theresa, but 
a few weeks a mother, tumed out to 
wahder, as I guess at least five hundred 
miles, in a most inclement season ; 
Hothing to subsFst pn but the charity 
of the zealot ; sometimes resting hi 
hovels, sometinies on the cottager's 
bed ; climbing the dreadful Alps, eacb 
track lost' in the drifted sno^r. Ho\r 
is it pbssible her- frame can bear up 
against such hardships, while her mind 
islabouring under griefs ten times more 
dreadful !" - ^ 
' *^ Indeed, countess, I commiserate 
tbe poor Tberpsa, and foai^, from what 

you 
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yoü say, the pilgrimage will prove ni- 
mious for her ; yet I hope, that that 
Power, to whose honour she is sacri- 
ficing her health aod personal comforts ; 
to whom she hourly deprecates; whose 
anger it is the wish of her soul to ap- 
pease — I say, that I trust and hope, 
countess, that that Power will be her 
fulciment My carriage I see is ready : 
dear countess, adieu !" 

Sir George was joyfully received by 
M. Kenelm and Prince Gareci, who 
had feit a considerable degree of anx- 
iety on account of Lord Stellor, and 
wished much to hear of him. Sir 
George then paid his respects to Madam 
Kenelm, :and inquired after the acata* 
leptic lady, as he always calied her; 
and was informed, that she still kept 
her room and her bed the greatest part 
of Jthe day, and that Madam Kenelm 
was not yet acquainted with her story. 
Sir George, by way of answering the 

many 



188 SECÄE1- MACHlNATlairS. 

manyquestions put ta him by the prince 
and Madam Kenelni, begun a circiim- 
stantial account of all that had hap- 
|)ened from the time he left Madam 
Kenelm's bouse until his parting with 
his frieods at the Httle village^ Nan. 
When he came to that periipd of hia 
detail in which Imma was found^ Ma^ 
dam Keuelm clapped her hands, and 
cxclaimed, " Thank God T The abbe 
türned pale, and William said, ** Now, 
mother, you may send for your cup 
and spoons.'^ 

She srailed and answered, " I stall 
have them, no doubt/* 

At the account of Lord Stellor's re- 
covery, the prince' expressed as mua^ 
joy, as his siistei' had done when she 
faeard Imma was fbund. 

" Now, madam^ I have informed 
you of the approaching happiness of 
my friends; nothing gloom^jin their 
prospects^ but the unfortunate The- 

resa'a 
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resa's wanderings : this pilgriraage &hc 
has undertaken distresses them." 

" Do you approve of these pilgrim- 
ages, Mons* AbM?" asked William 
Kenelm. 

"Yes, sir; aöd the longer and inore 
severe the jouraey, the fitt^ for'great 



sinners." 



*' You think so, do you ?" said Sir 
George, raost terrificly contracting his 
brows, at the same time taking a paper 
from his pocket-book, still looking 
sternly. "Is that.your writing, ma- 
dam ?" presenting it to Madam Een- 
elra : " Do me the favour to say ?** 

*' This is not my writing, Sir 
George : what cän it mean ? Read it, 
my dear." 

She gave it to M, Kenelm : he read 
it, and gave it lo the prince ; who, 
after reading it, presented to the 
abb6 : his counteaance was still more 
livid. ' • 

" Do 
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" Do you kaow that paper ?" asked 
Sir George, 

" No, sir," he answered, trembling. 

** You do not — thea where did you 
get it? for you certainly gave it to 
Theresa." 

" Me give it to Theresa ! No : Sir 
George ; this is another proof of her 
arts." 

" No, Mons. AbbÄ, it is another 
proof öf your wickedness, which you 
caiinot long deny. You calledthem^ 
before sun-rise — ^you put this note un- 
der the dooF — ^you pulled Imma down 
stairs, and drove them through the 
park ! They entreated to see Madam 
Kenelm, but jou said she would not 
sufFer it. The clothes, spoons, and 
cups, you best know what is become 
of them;*; 

" Will you dare, Sir George, to ac- 
cuse me, a son of the church, of such 
acts?" 

** You 
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*' You skellum ! . You nefandous 
villaiu ! The phurch is an unhappy 
mother to faave such a son as. you ! 
You cannot deny my accusation : all 
the Company müst have seen your 
countenance at the sight of that efFrai-r 
able note ! You kuow, and we see, 
that you are nocive ; and I swear by 
this band, if you do not declare your 
motive for driving these belpless wo- 
men from this hospitable .roof/ I will 
emplead you, and lay you jn durarice, 
from which you shall never be ehmi- 
Dated ! — I ask your pardon, M. Ken- 
elm, for taking the liberty to u$e cor- 
reptory language to any person under 
your patronage ; but you see,; that, 
however my feelings may be hurt, oi 
. my humanity wounded, that I never 
displode my angen I am cool and soft 
in my accusations : I am a piain, mild 
man." — M. Kenelm bowed— Sir George 
coa tinued : 

'' Now 



199 SECBKT MACHlKATIOKa. 

^' Now, Mons, Abb^ declarc the 
truth/* 

; " Sir Greorge, I sball make no con- 
fessions lo yoii : I only say that these 
wonien have f(;nrie(i false story ; and 
tiane but tliose v, o ' lavc a right to in- 
quire into liiy coiuaict will I answer/^ 
Saying this, he quitted the room» 

" Madam,** said William Keiidro, 
** I have been lookin gat this writing 
some time, and plainly see many strokes 
whicb resemble the abb6's writing." 

** I have no doubt, nephew,'** said 
the princc, ^* of its being his : as to 
the robbery alleged them, it is a mys- 
tery we must yet lathaiö." 

** Jndeed, brother, I always thought 
he possessed a malignant spirit; but 
could not think he would machinate 
aught against two unofFencling women ; 
at least they could not häve offended 
him: but the robbery is most unac- 
countable." 

**You, 



^* You, madam, I * suspecft, äre tbc 
ofFending person,"^ replied William ; 
** but on them ins vengealnce feU, becausc 
yoü tfert äbive hJs röach. I ivas hurt 
at hii behaViöur in the äl-bour, on ttie 
evenin^' aftct Imma andülvet^a öame, ** 

^1/Btm cönv5nced," sald M. Ken^ 
«Im/ '^ikiBithe is* a'liad 'ttiuYif; ovefJ 
beaS-ing and -imp^rdncfat, and^by'faf 
lÄdre-master af this hdüse thkti my.-idff 
at Ic^t lie has Össumedtoo thuch ft>r 
iome'time past. ' l'wWl send for hinV tö 
ttiy study and dismik hina to*-morro>y-* 
he shall go/* " ^ ' • ^ * 

»• In a Short tin*e after !ll, Kenelmleft 
the room,'0rtula'camfe nmuing iri-biit 

r 

of breaf h, ' In one harfd she heW the 
spoons and cup, ift the 'otl\er, sev-cnii 
aJ'ticles of «dfdÄs/ ' '' "'' '' • • 
. • •* As sure, madam, as ^^aul* \vBh ä 
^riner and a saint; hete^art the t&tftgs 
i told you them womifn ftad stden^. 
Dear, innociat Creatiires;^ fibw •hav'e* I 
VOL* II. K wished 
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wi^hed them to sufFerfor their leick- 
ednessJ" 

''Where, Ursvla, didyou find them?" 
"Why, madara, Leolin H^.enttpjteli 
Mqus. Ab^& to gq toriny.master'jsis^udy^ 
He tben c^me runniag to i^e, MJrsula, 
Ifrsula !' says he, f as sure as tbese 
eyes ^aw old Mildred'fi ghost^^ey have 
«(Ten the. silvef >>cup .an|d >ppoi)s you 
lost !' f Where, w^^f,i my fc^ ? <Qrie& I. 
' IiiJ the aUb^'* roopi/i says b^. So 
away I went,. 'andj may. the/vic^ked 
veep, madams' if I*d,id not.fiii4 tbeni 
all there !"— ** Is it possibfer ' , 

/* Yes, mafjaip, spH^eiiin.his bp.\fand 
fiome out, fojT be is pacjcin^ r up bis 
things, I wca^. So up Ircauglijttheii?, 
and away I ran, looking behind tne for 
fear some of bis spirits sbovld sti^pvivM^. 
Oh! I alpays tbovgbttheni. round 
things, whjjchhq apcp\ tpkl.^nije .wa^ 
heaven, anijl earj^b,^nd t|ierCpmpa$$e% 
aud the bf)pks.,i^Uh frigbtfi^Lo^ in 
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them, could belong to no good man ; I 
hope young master wont touch tfaem. 
Wh^n he is gone, Saint Michael defend 
US, I hope Mon. Abb6, will not set a 
spell ovet me for taking the things out 
of bis room. ■ I will lock myself up in 
my room until he is gone." 

Away went Ürgiila to secure herseif: 
wlicn she met M. Kenelni and the Abbe 
at the doot, she screanoed, ard dropped 
cn her knees; they passed on to the room. 

" My dear, said M. Kenelm, 'Hhe 
Abb^.has, in my opinion^ cleared him- 
self ; and a gentlenian's character must 
not be sacfifieed to the tales of two 
wandering girls, tberefbre 1 think it 
would be unjust to dismiss him. I re* 
ceived him into my house in the charac- 
ter of a gentleman : nay, more, in the 
sacred character of a son of the church ! 
and I am not willing to ^iKgrace him 
4>nslightprüoft/' - 

** Well, mydcar, if Mons. Abj^ecan 
& 2 as 
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38 clearly accouot for those tbings 
beiog found in his room, I shall be sa- 
tisfied, asd promi^ bim that respcct 
and esteem whicb i$ due to agood tnan^'^ 
. The Abbe started, turned pale^ and 
Itft the rooin. 

*' You scc, my brother,** said tbe 
prince, '^that he is guilty: bis couduct 
18 incomprehensible.^ 

'^ I see it» and am sbocked. Tbe 
art and address with whicb be told me 
his suspicioDs, and his certain know- 
ledge that Theresa was an abandoned 

, woman, is astonishiog : Imma, 

be said^ was sometbing better, bat 
not good. How were tbese things 
discovered ?" 

On being informed, he exciaimcd, 

'* Is tbere in Nature SMch infernal 
deccit?" 

•* Sir," Said Williami after a pause, 
'* sball I go and speak to Moas. Abbi6 ? 
Perhaps he is in want of some ^onsoia- 

tion: 



SECRET MACHINATIONS. Vg7 

tron : it must be a bardened calous 
TDind, thatdoes notfeel self-reproach at 
tirnes ; and I think ifcver bis conscience 
condemns bim, it rmist be now ; ifso, 
it mW be the time to save bim/' 

" Go, my son ; the sorrows even of 
tbe wicked should be softened. Your 
attention may be balm to bis consci- 
ence. If you see the least signs of re- 
flh)rse, urge bim to declare bis motive» 
for such conduct, and promise bim our 
forgiveness and frieridship, if you tbink 
he may in future be worthy. At least^ 
my boy, from you soitiething is due.— 
In bis conduct towards you^ be has 
fully performcd bis duty. He is a man 
of great merit, and bas been indefatig* 
able in bis endeavours to improve tbe 
Kttle you possess; and be lias succeeded 
beyondmy tiopes; allhough the man, 
in tbis act towards the two distressed 
women, bas shewn bimself to be a most 
«fialignant, cruel, wicked disposition^ 
y et tbe good he has done must not be 
K 3 forgotten ; 
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forgotten ; his virtues niust be placcd 
in view, to balance his vices, tbough 1 
fear tliey will prove light/' 

*' My dear," said Madam Kenelm, 
" I do believc, that in this case, his 
M'ish to prove that niy ideas and pur- 
suits of Charit y are wrong and niis- 
placedy is his principal motive ; and 
Madam Theresa's cold, short, and con- 
temptuous answers, to his many im- 
pertinent qucstions, determined him to 
^ niake them his victims and his proofs ; 
aiid I acknowledge that his care of our 
son, and long residence with us, plead» 
nuich, but cannot either cxteuuatehis 
crime, nor veil his natural bad dispo&i- 
tiön. But go, my son, offer him your 
friendship — — " 

" Ihope, sir/' said Sir George, addres- 
sing M. Kenelm, ** I have not offended, 
hy mildly interrogating Mons. Abb6 ; 
if you feel I hav^ taken a liberty, 
place it to the account of friendship, 
for I must be interested for her vbo 

i& 
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« SO dear to t^e soiliOf my fricnd. The 
purity of Inima^s character is ofcon* 
sequeiice ' tö tiie earl, as she is soon to 
bccofne his daughtec: the Abb£ cer« 
• lainly has dofie all in bis. power to dt- 
nigrate it ; friendship like mine, ia 
Ihis businessy will not sufFer nie to be 
adiaphoroua. I nndertook to depürate 
their fame, and tq eviscerate into his 
motives for thus endeavouring ta werk 
their deletion/' i 

** Sir George," rqilicd Mi' Kenelm, 
** you bave acted peifectly right. The 
Abb^, i have no doubt, deserves all 
you have said^ and much noore.' And 
the.early you say, Ikas consented to Im 
«on's marrying Imma.'* 

** Ycs, sir, he is convinceditbat witli- 
out her, Lord Stellor will neVf r «njoy 
his heahh ur senses : it is wonderful 
the elBect her conversätian; had on iiim. 
•In half an hour his denoeatation gave 
vay, and sanity returnod ; nor has he 
K 4 l^d. 



hid ths k«6t Symptom of a r^twn of 
tlerangement sinjce." ' 

** Butthebirth of laooia, Sir George,^ 
sakl Madam. «Kcaelm ; ^' tbat is ob» 
scure^ cn* at least rnikaoim, foul so ahe 

* Tö hetself it isiunlmowD^ and to ihe 
lMt\i in gefieralt. ; bot the eountess is 
veU icqudinted mth it, and iafocmed 
me that iüia noMe,, but for private rea^ 
8ons ixiust remain a secFeL" 

' William^ ifetumcd, whh tearsr ia 
ki&*€j»€». i** O l wr^ Äcver sw^ i.sHch 
Violmt lavingsiiof pa»iio»i Monakur 
Ahbi k cnmng bis folfy tod setopidity« 
When Iiipproaobed bim to speak» be 
put me back, ner ir4)old he bear a 
wofd I.begi^d bim to modetate bis 
grief4— ♦^^ 

*' Gticf,* saidhe; * tbink yon tbat 
I gt\evt ^ K(^ i'for what? No^ no, ] 
execrate i * t he ^ din&rnats fbr lea ring« me 
opentto.detection; bnt no matter^ tbey 

. . have- 
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fiave served me before and will again.' 
He Qttered this witb so ferocious a look, 
and violent distortion of featnres and 
libibs, that I tras shocked; and left 
liim tili hi^passion abates." 

*' Welly son, he mü8t take hh own 
way/' 

Madam Kenelm was very desirous to 
know the particulars of Imma's^wed- 
ding, aud Sir George infonned htr. 

** The earl, niadam, wisbes to remain 
at Nau two or three mdnths^ für the 
purpose of having fathei* BmVs advice 
for Lord Stellor, whois in a very weak 
State ; also to see Fathep Alberti, who- 
he bas sciit for ; and as there should 
be tluee reasons to make a motive per- 
'fect, Theresa'S' cbild is the tbird.-^ 
Imma cannot be prevailed upoii tol*ave 
it, for she solemnly vowed to take care 
ef it until her retürn, and tfacservant» 
are in search of a house/' 

* * I am sure, ' ' said the princc, ** thett 
jlS cao: 
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cnQ be no hause at or near Nau, fit to 
accommodate such a family. Suppose, 

sister " , 

** Stop, brother ; none of your pro- 
posals. This house will be better than- 
your's, because it is nearer: I must 
therefore beg that the countess will 
obljge u& so f ar, and remove here. You 
have no objectioo, my dear, have you, 
to niy proposal 5" 

** No, Hiy Althea, Hone, but join 
my request to your's ; and as the dis^ 
tance is too great for Father Basil to 
make bis daily visits to Lord SteIlo£, I 
beg he osay take up his residence lier«,. 
also Theresa's child and nurse,'' 

Sht George, not being over partialto^ 
the incQDveniencies of a village in», 
accepted the ofFer in the earl's name. 

The first news in the morning was 
that Mons. Abb^^ at: an early hour, or»- 
dered the coachman to put his horses to 
the carriage, and take him to the first 

^ posttow»: 
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post-town. He left a letter for M. 
Kenelm^ written in a hauglity style, 
saying, he was going to France, where 
he hoped to find firmer friends, and 
more justice and gratitude, andrespect, 
than Germany I>ad afForded hifii. 

'' Ah l'" said Sir George^ . '' France 
is the only place where talents like his 
will find encouragemeut. His black 
spixit will find ample rooni to stalle 
abroädy and prowl for prey. l'be 
demoa of malignity, in the persou gf 
. . « • . will take him by the hand, as^ 
his yoUnger brother^ and place him at 
the head of his diabolical plan." 

Sir George ordered his carxtage, and 
as soon as breakfast was dismissed, he 
look his leave, sayiog, he should haste 
to bear Madam Keneim's wishes to the- 
countess. 



it6 CtlAP^ 
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Thjs hrvttatioH was rtdreived by all 
the }>arty witb pteasure^ and the abbot 
readily conscnted to JFather BasiPs at- 
tending Lord Slellör, ta whotn the earl 
made a haadsonie present, for hhAcind- 
iscss to Imma« Joseph, with great re- 
Ittctance^ bid fajevreU to Imma, hb 
motiier, and the little Pherieasj but the 
earl, to consolehim for the loss of bis- 
mother, and to rewärd his charitable 
heart, gave him a süm sHfficient to pur- 
chase twö co^yä' afad two horses, and 
guaränteed tbfe rent _öf sortie land^ 
with which Joseph cötftüienced fartnef, 
and his only sister left her place, to* 
supply her mother's. 

Monsieur Kenelm's ht>use, thougb 

of a princety size, was nearly filled. — 

3 Witb 



With the most pleasing hcyspttality 
wcre the whole party welcomed by M. 
Kenelm and hfe lady. Prioce Gareci 
joyfully receired his old ftiends Lord Ltn- 
ton, Lörd Stellor, and Gregory. The 
meetSng between Imma aad Madant 
Kenelm .was tnily gratefuL Imma 
liad prepossessed the countesS' and Lady 
Maria in favou? of Madam KeHelm ;: 
but mnch as ibey weje taught to ex- 
pect, much niore they fitmnd, nor wtrt^ 
the earl kss pkased iritb M. Kenelm 
and the priiice. 

Loiid Stellor wad txttetntty: weak, 
and the journey bäd fattgüed bim.-— 
As sooB as^ he had made his bow to the 
lady of the bouse^ he rctired to the 
apartment prepured for him, .where the^ 
prince followed as soon as he bad paid 
bis respectd to the rest of the Company. 
Agatha, with West) was Inisily em-^ 
ployed m arratiging pbials, jellies, and 
julepsi when turuing round» on bearing 

thp 
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tbe door openy she saw the prince 
enter, aiui tenderly embraced Lord 
S^elloil She cauglit West's arm» and 
with a look of terror, cried out, '*' Save 
ine ! Save nie 1 Wliat do l see ? The 
father" — Here she stopped ; her voice 
failed her*. .Tbe prioce looked^ and 
s^id 

" BUiss m^r Ag^tlm, is it you ? Be 
aot alarmed ; timis bas done rnuch tot 
me and my sorrows ; and now I can 
tali^y with composur^ on tbe death of 
my boy ; and oftea bave I Vished ta 
hear from you the account of his death. 
To-moiBow, you must indulge me sthlu 
a füll acGOUQt.." 

Agatha^ icembling^ left tbe roonir 
and retired to her own, but she could 
^find no fest ki her b«d ; sieep fled bec 
eyes, and morning came,. and fecund 
Agatha unable to- leave her bed.— 
Father Basil visited her, and found her 
in a violent fever; it encr^ased, and at 

thß 
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the cnd of a week he thought her i» 
danger: each day, whcn he adminisi- 
tered to the oialady which infected her 
body, he forgot not the ethereat spark. 
-which actuated it» 

** Father," satd the sinking Agatha^ 
'' I have a sad account to settle.'* ^ 

*' Begin, my chüd/.^ said the good 
man, **it cannot imptde ytour reco^ 
very, but will render your futurc life 
happy should you live, and should iit 
please the Father of ali to call you 
hence, you wiH be preparccK**^ 

*^ I will, Father, this day." 

** What confessor willyoci have?" . 

*' None, but yoöiaelf, father; but 

first, will you ask Prince Gareci, the 

carl and countess, Lord Stellor, and 

Gregory, to roeet here i» my apart««- 

ment: M. and Madam Kenelm may 

be present, if they please; the greät 

crime I have to account for, concerns 

themall." 

' Father 
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Father Basil was. all astonishmen^ 
9i)d promised to bring theni. 

Lord Stellor had twiee joined the 
family at dinner, but gencralfy left the 
table as soon as the cloth was removed v 
he was abotit to risc, when Father Basil 
znade Agatha's request knöwn ; they 
were all kurprised, but none refused 
to attendv Gregory 's heatt beat higli 
with tender expectation, and his 
knete nearly refitsed to support him up* 
Mairs. , 

When they entered the room, -;Vga- 
tha groaned, änd hid her face ; father 
ßasil encoHraged her to speak r the 
countess approaclied the bed> and^ 
soothedher; heragitation was violent, 
her face. >vas convulsed ; she breatbed 
«hoijt, and with great difiiculty* 

** Good HeavensT' said Gi-egory, 
** ajty otte would think she was striig- 
gling to declare soine very great 
crime/* 
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" It is, it is, my dear thild,^ safd 
she in a distracted töne, holding oirt 
her arnnss then throwing them round 
bis neck ; "yoii muÄt plead for me^ 
you must plead to your father for 
me; and you, my other child," hold- 
ittg out her hands td Lcrrd Stellor, he 
drew near ; " Will yöu sare me from. 
your father'Ä angerP* 

** God defend me/' Said the coun- 
tess, '* what can this mean?'' 

Agatha beckooed, they all dretr 
round her ; she took Lord Stellor's band 
M'd put it iüto the prince's, saying 
'' He is your son/* She then gave 
Gregory tö the earl and countess, say- 
ing, ' " He 13 your*s. " She then fainted. 
^he Countess and Lord Stellor also^ 
sunfe lifeless an the bed. Madam Ken- 
elra rung the bell; Ursula came and 
procured .*5alts and* hartshorn. The 
pamfulsensations which possessed every 
breast, cannot be described, The prince 
panted in the nlost acute misery ; a 

son 
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8on put into bis hand, who he bad for 
some time known as the son of another. 
Ttie earl, distracted at tbe tbougbt of a 
beloved son being torn from bim, and 
anotber, a foundling» forced on bim as 
bis cbild. *' It is not, itcannot bemy 
child," said the earl, embracing Lord. 
StfUor; ^'Tbisismy cbild/' *'No,"said 
Agatba, recovering, '* if you will pa- 
tiently bear me, I will explain tbe 
whole." Tbey all, witb gbastly looks, 
and trembling lim})s> seated tbemselves 
round tbe bed. 

^' You must remember, ^ said Agatha^, 
addressing tbe earl and countess — 
*^ Whenyou sent for me to takeyour 
cbild, wbicb is . bim (pointing to 
Gregory) tbat I liad a son of Prince 
Gareci (wbicb is bim)" pointing to 
Lord Stelfon 

** I remember bim wdl,*^ said tbe 
countess, ^'and it was your having the 
son of so respectable a uobleman, and 
your living in a style so muchaboye. 

commoa 
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coipoion life, induced us to consign 
cur Infant to your care, rather than 
risque bis life, by travelling at so early 
anage." 

" When your child," continucd 
Agatha, '* was a twelve month pld, 
you left Bologna to attend your hu£- 
band thcre, M. Tyne, at Venice, where 
be. was doing *business, I was told for 
bis king ; two years you was absent ; to 
England, I believe, you went, during 
whicb, tbese two dear cbildren grew 
togetber, and loved each other, and 
God only knows, how 1 loved them. 
My neigbbour, wbo lived at tbe next 
house, was oiten displeased at tbe noise 
tbe dear cbildren nnade wben at play 
in* tbe garden, and frequently would 
scold them, whicb tbe noaid, wbo was 
always witb tbem, could not bear, and 
retorted. One day, tbey bad a vioIenJt 
quarrel, when she threw a stick at tbe 
servant, whicb Struck one of the cbil- 
dren ; 



filS 8ECRET MACHI KATIONS. 

dr^fi ; the poor girl, lo a rage, thtew 
it back agaiD wkh vtolence ; it Struck 
the woman ; $he screatned ; her hus- 
band came to her assistance, andabused 
the girl. From that day I difd not let 
the children play in the garden, tiW 
tliey had left the house, trhich 1 knev 
they were about to do : they M'ere low 
j>eople, and the man a bad character. 
He had for soihe years been a sbirrey 
tut för UÄing somepoor men iH, whom 
he had taken, he was broke. Tbe day 
after the qnarrel, this man cart>e ta " 
complain of the ill usage his wife had 
received from onr maid ; my poor hu*- 
band said:^he deserved it ; he left us in 
apassion, towing he irould be rerenged^ 
and he kept his ward. In two thontbs 
aftet they* left Bologna, two men 
jumped pver the garden hedge ; one oi 
them carried the maid to the bottom of 
the garden, which was of great extent^ 
and tied her to a tree, while the othw^ 

caught 
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caught up that child ther^ my fi^Iix, 
wbo is now caUed Gregory, and ran 
off: that 46^r boy Aotouif», frightened 
to see tlie niaid aad his companion 
carri^d away^ came crying in doors, but 
could not talk sufficiently piain to make 
tue underßtand : my other servant and 
myself ran into ihe garden, and it was 
spme tim« before we could find the girl; 
lier handa wer^ drawu back and tied to 
a trce, and her jaws were ext^nded by a 
long ball of r^|^aU inquifies were 
vain ; no tidings cötrld we hear. Many 
weeks did my poor husband ride night 
and day in search of bim* Some timc 
after, the valetof Prlfaje Cordani called, 
and informed us th#|{)rince Gareci wa^ 
dead, that he did noif^urvive his wife's 
death but a few days. It was then I 
determined to give th^dear Antonio to 
you, and told my huD^band I woul|^ . 
hiy j>oor man, did not approve of the 
cheat^ but I could not bear t|)e Ihoughts 

of 
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t>f relating to you such cruel tidings. 
About five months after you-returned 
to Bologna for your child ; never shall I 
forget the patigs At my heart, when I 
put the dear child in your arms as your 
own. You saw my distress, but you 
thought it was on account of my hus- 
band, who then lay on his death-bed, 
and he, poor soul, died about ä week 
äfter of a broked heart, for the loss of 
dear Felix . I then, to my great dread, 
heard that the Prince Gareci was living; 
see him I couM not ; so I wrotc a let- 
ter to him, and anothei- to Madam 
Kenelm, who was then in Russia, say- 
ing Antonio and my* husband both 
died of u fever, and that.Ihad left 
ßologna.'* 

' V I jTiust inform you,couTitess," Said 
Madam Kenelm, ** that a few months 
after our marriage, M. Kenelm was ap- 
pointed plcnipoteiitiary to the court of 
Ituftsia, wherc we remaihed n*ar five 
' ^ years, 
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years, and there cef tai^ly I receivecl the 
account of my nephew's death, whom 
I ncver sav* New, Agatha, proceed.'* 
'* I then kft Bologna, nor could I bcar 
to think on a place where I had seen 
so much sorrow/ I settled at ürbino, 
Hving on the little property I had, 
now and then adding to it by attend^ 
ing a sick lady or gentleman. When 
i saw Lord Steltör, I had $uch unac-' 
coantable feelinga, and trembled 60, I 
could hard]y hold a cup ; but feeiings 
ten thousand times more dreadful did I 
suffer on seeing Gregory*« arm ; the 
buncli of grape») wfaich l think your 
ladyship nrnst retneniber, Struck me so 
forcibly, tbat I 'iras aure he was the 
dear boy I had lost, he is so like bis 
father : .the third shock, was your arr 
val at Urbino^ for I knew notthat yo 
was:a countess, or thac niy Antonio was 
a lord: noy next trouble was how to 

find 
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SodPriDceOiLrecH bat after iria&y pain-' 
ful debatesy I deteimined to do justice 
to the foundlix^ Gregory, for vhich 
purpose two meeks ago I wrote a letter 
to the prince, and seot it to Bologna ; 
but Provklcnce Iws brought us all ^erc 
tc^ether, aod I have made all the restir 
tution in my po^i^r for acritne which 
<lid ilot original« in oiyself, and I hopi 
for your fiwgivcoeßs before I die. " Here 
Agatha oeased, quite 4>vercofne by the 
«xertioD. 

« The coutttess^ after a pause, looking 
tenderiy oa Lord Stellor, thre\ir her 
arms round hiß neck, Mying, 

^* And are you not uiy boy ? Mast 
I give up all «ny beart helddear to 
another ? And nuist w« be for eversepai^ 
rated ? Here, Pringle Gared, I give to - 
you a tnsasure, a plant of my own rear* 
iog, a son worthy such a father. And 
can you, my lord/' addressing tbe earl, 
., i '^part 
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*^ fMt with such a soiiv? Bot where :i8t 
my own ? Let me look and love him^f 
Come myFeliit.'^. 

The Goutrtess^would have dftsped>h{m 
in her armsy but Gregory:/ feU) oa. hi9^ 
knaes. ..;.'•■' 

** Leb m&, mad^nt, ajt yoiir> feet ne«^ 
tum ttianks to that Providence 'who» 
ha& prefterved/me/ and at last so ^n- 
derfullytreatored^me tö mf pare«its,> ^ni 
brougiit ms from^seotttsion;'^ 

Thecountesft tmsed and pressedhirii: 
to her breast) then preBentedr him; ta 
the earl, who embraced him tenderly, 
The coutitess again pressed him in her 
arms^ and kissed hkn most aiFection)-^ 
ately. • 

'^ Be sparing) my dear madam, oft 
your carewes; w t »httH exfnre ^ Witte 
rapture. ^Fbese are the firk itiat«tttoiy| 
embracee I m^s* ever> setisible of, atidl 
sure, if every son fcels the pleasi^nbto 
emotions I doy none would ftjr ff6m 

voL, IT, L them — 
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tüem-r-^iione'iwouid seek for other 

*' Now, my dear Fetix (f()r I^have a 
Felix^&^iU)y tefcr me jsee^the: iwrk of 
grapes QU y^r artti r often have X 
Jooked for them on my other .hoy\ 
arm» but thougjbt.tinte had worn tbetn 

He failled :up his shirt sleeve — the 
giapcs^weref to bc seen .pUinly, but* 
much faint&r than. when . «Agatha saw 
. tbem'; for^ Kfce btheü «ia;rk$ of that 
mature/i wJbeo.rthe fruit .w^s .out of..$ear. 
soti, tlhey graduaJly.disappeared.,, Thus, 
whne:thöidoiiftl;esS|W#s e^deavoniingto 
recÄH^ire -ter^df t,Q. the i;ha<igei . Prince. 
Gareci was indulging in the most.rap- 
twfoiÄS. jay«, ßfkd eiubracing his:iiew-' 
Ülund «0a,-4he!n .his:sii?^p^n4.bix)tber,' 
ihtr^^.fcipg them.tD p^rt^kepf his joy ; 
but lys sein coQlly . returued liis em- 

i:'^'ÄVhy,":aaidb£v '* why, my.Anto- 
' ^ ' nio, 
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Äio, my son, 4ny ncw-fouild böy, are 
you so lifeless? Wiiy 90 mdiflFerent to 
Hiy happinesg?" ^ , ' 

" Pardon m^, sin," saidAntonro, "I 
danitot so ^äsily tiiänsifef my affections : 
from myinfanoy have^I^been accusr 
tomed to res]ie<;t änd krve tlie c^ranüiess 
and earl as my parMd/ idnd 'by tliaA 
have been treated with th« greätest 
tenderness and afFection, and to. tl^m 
I^öwe'eirery duty dde iö parents; but 
It'Shall bc ihy caiiß to j teabh iny lieart 
its duty . yet I hope you will fiotpro^ 
iiibit nie fpompaylng-ai-sdiall shar6 of 
lote to. those,. to whom, a short time 
ago, I tböught »it> only due. The 
«kindißessHand frieiidshi{i you eviaced 
for me at Maufitfclonia attacbed me 
mucb toyou; and I:tben thought tha^^ 
n€xt to Lord Lioton^ yöu was placed 
in my heart j^ yöu= now shall take pr 0- 
ceden<M3^oF ^IH and of my ftlial obedi- 
ence you shall not iiomplain. But, 

'' 1,2 Oh, 
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Ob, my mbther!'* contipuedbe, taking 
tfae countbsa by the b^d^ ^* for you 
must be my motber stiii; pr I s^dl be 
a loser by the charrg^^. how wi I* to» be 
dispbsed of ? Will the pnope^ my ^ 
tiier». beas kind as you ? Addtbe earl^ 
vill he give.IoodHa.totmy l^ve?' W^itt 
be condeseend tq tafce ao ; uofeiDdKwii 
aa bis. dangbtbr? Will he mstke me 
happyr'" 

*' Do not doubt ity my soir, my 
life,*^ Bald the cottoliess :. ^^ leave tfaat 

Ursula^ i¥h€» sbea»8Mted thecountess 
and Atttooia, atayied long enou^ia the 
room toiftOicieritaodthirK^auae'of their a£- 
fiiction. She t hen- nan in to tbe gai* dkn tu 
find' Lady^Maria»! . Jmnia^ and; the thf ee 
^gentlemeO). wb<>, ii beiugafine afie«- 
noon^ were; Walkings . Sh^ aeanchi^ 
every conner of the gardeui tben the 
pleasure grojtmd}(ivlitf£e ;9he fowditbem 
in pleasftofl ohftl^ j' . j.,v 

«Oh! 
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**Ob! my dear ladies — " said srhe^ 
faolding her sides, coughing aud breath-* 
ingshört. 

*^ Why, Uraula," said Sir George, 
*' you are quite archelous : what is the 
iumtCT ?" 

'^ Oh dear ! such wonders! £uch 
f Strange things !" , 

L ^* What, what! Dear good Urduta,. 

" tcllus/' 

•':Why, as sure as Lotdjauk'wiai^ 
and einned, the prmce and earl have 
changed sons ! Aud there is euch 
work!'' 

*' Qh(ix\ge. sons !" said William::-^ 
"what do you mean? My unele has 
BO son." 

'* Yes, as sure as David was the son 
of Jesse, Lord 'Stellor is the prince's. 
son! And so, my lady, you have lost 
vour brother." 

**'Let US go," »said Lady Maria, 
** and seewhat has bappened." |^ 

l3 "Why,|: 
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'* Wby, just as I say : you have lost 
your bfothcr, and signora her hus- 
band, and Prince Gareci has fuund bis 



son.'^ 



Whcn thej' reached thc bouse, Imma 
went to her cbamber, for the last 
i^peech of Ursula had wrang her heart, 
and she begged Lady Maria to let her 
know the truth . of Ursula's repott. 
Lad^ Maria, Lord Lintou, Sir George, 
and William j cfntered the room just as 
each uere aesuring .Agatha öf theirfor- 
giveness. 

Antonio threw himscif inte . Lady 
Maria's arnfis, aad isigbed deeply : then 
Said : — ; . 

•* I am no longer your brother, my 
dear Maria ! No longer sball I be al- 
lowed the privilege of thus embracing 
you." 

V My dear Felix, what rs this I hear?'' 

*' No, nor is Felix my name. Oh 1 
my dear, . my fnend Linton, you will 

be 
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be istill my friend: thisroUtoge ofiipä- 
rents will not change your frieridsbip..^^ 
The prince tlieti went lo theni. — 
*' Give me joy, my dear Lii)toa({ oi 
my.tiew-found son* Büt why, my dear 
-Antonio, these^matrks of sorroir in ybut 

' ^^^Piardön me, iliy feth»,-' ^etürned 
he, " give me thfe rems&itld^^ of this 
xlay to reconfcile m'yself itaj^soiwonder- 
Culi changei: to-rtaojrow I Will be M 
yoürV*" •-: iJ -vm ,-' ^ " 

-He then left the roömi^Iand soiight 
Imba; he foutild^bev bathed in- teian;^ 
wishing to know, yet di^eading to hear 
what liad taken j)feice. " ^ ' • '-■ 

•^^ Oh, my !FeHx !'''säid she, ad^ hfe 
entered^ ^* and am L indeed to löse 
you ? And is bur fete dedded ?> Arö we 
to be 9e{)a?ated'?" < ^ •> ' '^ 
'VNo, my love ! I will renoun^sfc 
fariier, frieqdsj iand iall the«'W)rW, ra- 
ther tha» wlhiquiA yöul iiJ^o^ my 
L 4 Imma, 
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Imina, ii0thmg;Giu:eaith shaU separate 
US agaiiL*' 

Jather BasiK who \n» under some 
apprdiaisioQS Tor bis ^patieut's kealt4^ 
«ntered tbe. soooi, b^ged him to quitt 
iiis.fears, .9ad ideclfjrod it w&s bis opi- 
nion^ that the prince would not d^ap- 
tpffH*e of th^ imion. At $upper, firom 
.^hicU Iqho» Attd CouAt ADtoDio ex« 
^used themtdv»^ Ptin»&'Gai^i'feIated 
itbe .<wböle x>f J^^ha^ tale rto Lady 
Maria, Lord Linton, Sir George» :aiui 
iWiUtam. ^Lady -Mai k »iws «muGh af- 
jRoctod ifor jsbedoAwdlbdrcaui^ioaed.brQ- 
ikher (wikbitbifedimiass. i 

In the morning^FjatboriQ^ildcpIaffedf 
«tbat :he rffirattid' Coii^t '^at/wlo would 
rhftte ja liibpfle df jbus dis^rder, 4Bd »^ 
;tb^ Ah^Uld:bß theti^a^tb^i^ would be 
litile hopes of bis üebiWPt fCver re- 
Ätttoing.: »' . 

TbeicauQtGssiHsitb. aching J^ai:t ¥^nt 
to tth^pnn(SG'i&)Sipa(ttmei^ jmd irfftirmod 
^* -bim 
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htm of^therBasir&opinion. . /SGbod 
HeavensP* said the princß, ** was I 
9iade so exaltedly happy last night 
OBly to be^unged into agreat^rdeptb 
qf misery-^cmi I again to mourp my 
cbild ? ,Nmcteen years ha3 he beea 
cleadr.to meT Nineteen years have.I 
mourned him, ,and lastfiiigbt was his^ 
T€6urf€ctipn — last night nas •he given 
to my arms : it bcought new life to jmy 
j»oul, and new blood into my.veins; 
und now mMst Jlose hioi again ? How 
fßiuel is fote l This is done to nvake nie 
f3QK; , ex^uißitely miserable. What^ 
i^y.dear eoup^tes»^ .canl>e dope to.save 
my boyr" 

** Nothing bni ^Jiat ihe icarl and t 
flid heforeT-giv^ bm Imma : ob Jier 
l»Qgs,,|)i^ ^ife:; aijid witl^i^^i^r he^jvill 
bfi io&^ io^hiipsplf, ,t<?i,hi^JfrifU<j|s, wd 

the,wVW-*' .' ' , i 

V*' ^ly ,dea^;QCfiin]^e^, ,,didjhefsu^>pjßw.^^ 

ihat I should wish to set their »Qm- 

L 5 aside ? 



'i 
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asicle ? Go(I forbid ! What the earl anci 
you have proniised him, I will fulfil-- 
Haci I Icnown he had entertained a 
doubt of my intentioi», I would have 
explaihed irijself fast night ; be shbuld 
not have passed one liaur in misdrabte 
«uspense. Let us, nly deär cöontessf. 
go and'niake hiin happy.'' • 

' " My'dear Antonio; "^säid the pHüc^} 
as ^e eiätered, *' I am sorry fo frnd that 
yoii. üre rndisposM. 1 did*' ho[>e that 
yoü'wöuid have becii well- enoiigK ta 
have paid ä visit with Itnma and'me tcr- 
ßorgäen Castle, ahÜ vibW the groübds-;: 
foi if you and Imma ?ike the sitüatiotfi- 
you shall reside there part of each year; 
and the öih6t jpart at Bologna." 

;*' finiifiä,"^ sif, 'Siä yoo säy ?— that 
IminaaA^fl^yHoüldf] reside at ydur Cas- 
tle ! 'Ätid* 'krtÄ^V^ 50 condescending 
and good to niake me thu« happy,* 
and^^^ill '^bleks W with Iftjtiia for 



aMTBS'r. UAiOHllSJIFrWOKSi 333^ 

» ' **rBorjlife, 'inyaön, andJong tnay 
it be — lang nw^.youiamd) Imuha^^be 
liappy !" : ; :: 

• i/' «Tben, my dear fathcr^ J asn^^llr 
€>r-8€^op ahall be; I will rise^ iand Ikeat 

: *^. Nq^' I fxiust send for hör;uiafad 
iFatker JBasil 111119t säy if ire would bave 
yoarise." 

Imma came with eye» swelled and 
led, clieekspale, spirit:§ low. 
. *' My deary-' sakithe prince, taking 
liier haod/ '^your countenance inforin«' 
mCy thit you have encouraged the same 
ibars vbii^h nly dear boy has : to make 
you both bappy will be my suprem« 
'deiight ; ; aiad, in presence of the coun^ 
iess and • Fatber Basit I jote your 
handisy > and promise ^ibat- a»^oeß'£» yen 
tve 4n perfecl healtb,» that your mar- 
ra^ge shall be soleninbed: bolih m the 
Romisb md Protestant cbureh^ agrec- 
able to y out dilFerdnt fäitfhs ; and I trugt 
i fr that,, 
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tbat, iicreafter, reHgioDiwittanrenmake 
the> least difference, «or cause Ihe least 
altercation between you." 

iGouot Antonio isept ytears iof gntti- 
tiideioii;hisialiber'& baBd^aa IheipreftSMl 
it to bis heart. j£Acli«^y4iEbughtbim 
addidanal healthaDdiStsdigth, and in- 
xrease > of kn^ to tbe leMinteBt» fbr ilter 
new-found Felix ; in external beauiies 
3ieequalled'herflostJPe|ix,.attdhin men- 
tal accomplisfamfiDts lie .n^ight. fbe 3aid 
.to.go;befoire hiiö f yct botliAvere^mia- 
fbte> . and both .wece learned. .l^s ;to ithe 
cgnaces, there he failed.; ttlüe rltonxely, 
Ducouth ftianuersfcif ja»m<)iiibfery hung 
raboutiiii«. i Ife bfNi l^ö^jaeen theidif- 
-fereujce ,betwm tbp.^^asy, gay, and 
•graeeftil attjtude ait a^court-brnd lonl, 
Mifl 4ibe Ji^wvy, » ^ift; .wprigb t walk of & 
.CQftyes^Vi^l, ,ftpd ibftj^cyetly iWiahedto 
vfifovx^x fbii»sß|f,;: b«t (Uiii^JbjeQftine the 
Jtaek of JU<iy)MW;ia.j i^Qnitetiinj^s I^rd 
^Lifl^Qn;?s56i§|ied,; .i}ör).wfl$ >tlie,vt^ m»- 

graUful, 



grat^ul, >l¥e profited so ^ast by their 
lessons. . 

The time pa^sed, bringing increase 

pf (h«^ptQess> ^or ^veral weeks vith 

ci?eiy' little variety, »exoept a^fe^r visJt?s 

(|he Company iiK^de in enuili parf ies to 

the Strange lady, lAima' and Lady 

Mamr genorally si^w lier-onee* a day ; 

and of the gentlepieti, 'Sir*George was 

tbe most'con^tant 4n'hfs viSks. ' Her 

(faealth ims much beltrr/ but by nö 

means pe-establrshed. 'Atletigt^/ a visit 

was proposad^by the prince to Burgden 

-Castle, and «Sir Ge^fgedTd all in hfs 

pdwr to pi^V^n on theäcätfftef)tic lady 

to accompany them ; hut shte» excused 

herself^ as Jier health was by nb means 

ieqüal to the journey ^t that cold sea- 

iSon/)but'i8lie rcquested Sir George to 

cause m letter . to be^ foirwarded to Yi- 

eni» for rhcr., Slie said^it was to'ah 

.aunt of herX the only rielation sfae 

'bad; nor.was ishe cectain tha( ähe was 

living, 
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living, as she badinot heardof her for 
»ixteen years. Sir George promised 
tp be the bearer of it hwa^lf.^ Tlie 
i^ady wjis iU^tt^red by Jeui» kiiudoess^and^ 
kl return» . di^cloeed to.tinn lier name 
.and raak^ which.h^' promiaed to ikeep« 
secret until his returq. 
. Ten daya did tlie priace en£ertal«<^s' 
^friei¥isi,,8jilii^(:^upusly, anjd coimdAed 
Ii;[Ymaf0gi tli#;:biEfautifyiQ9 the rooms 
^and grofindj»^. . Coafiiied.alLher lifejto 
the^ >vhite werlb of a low-built <;oit3ge, 
all heyoud it.Mfs^s Q)agni^eiil4q her 
cyes j qh? thereftM:e lefi all, ito tkte su*- 
.p^rioj; ^tastq of. the , ß^vurtfsfti Lad}^ 
'Maria/, and Gount A«tpi>ipk;,,.... , n; 

On t^eir Tetuin,. Iiöma. flew ta hdr 

dear Pl/tneas, aud: Lord ßtelH^r .tö 

.Agatha>^cji)amber, .fo%*ih$t adonid/hor 

^i^'hü ^uardianvangel^rrtbe r liier of.^bis 

iftte-^the jfixdr of bis forttine:; ai^d he 

VQwed to protfect her for lifo; He liad 

the bappinesft to find her neaidy reco- 

' .. . veredv 
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tered. Sir George partcd with hb 

friends at Burgden r cafitle^. . and . pr9r 

«ecded, to* Vi^n^a>j ^r,ecabk; to the^ 

promisg lie mad^ totbe strfmge I^y^ ,^* 

•The day after their return to. I^^ 

Kenelm'd, the servant arriv^cj frqm 

Amalfi» with accounts that Fath^r AI- 

berti was at Nau/ and would proceed to* 

M, Kenelm'Sithei ncxt day. ^;. ; .. . 

Imma'^ h^^^ began to pa^tate, .fi,A^ 

9fi the hqur drew nigh in wbich he.^yas^ 

e;cpectedj she wept to her. roon). — 

When the carriage came in^ight;» tb^ 

cdiintj^sß Wje^t {Q.in^mi ^r^^ ■ \ - 

" Pmy^ rnjjf c^»r:.^adani/' jS|aid Iip- 
ma, ** speäk to Father Alberti. I can- 
not see hiüi untF) you bave made my 
peac? j fotr . r:ndeed he wiH think me 
guilty^ nntil you proyp my innocence," 
The tpuntess, rqtprned to the draw* 
ing-roon)f'.M»h€re;she.found Father AI- 
berti^ Mietel^, ßnd a gentleman* .Af- 
ter saluting^ the countiess, the good 
' - old 
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old man asked, " Where is Imma? 
WhereisniychiM?^^ 

•* Father,'* Said thc countess, "^She 
is^^idl; atrd -I have ho d<Wibt buft tke 
letters we setit tronrinced yj^u öf 4ier 
innocence, aiul her'leavmg An)ä1iitwsrs 
by force ; and on the yauth you iknmV 
ad üur son, rest^ all 4he blande: ^biit 
for him mudh may be said; ft>r the 
hböour, tiriderness,- and respect, witb 
which he treatcd her when sfhe wasf m 
his power, deserves praise^ and '€v^> 
forgiveness/' * . •• / 

" And that bc shrfbhave^'? said i^a- 
fhelr Alberlii '^^but-pray let. nie'see- 
mychild/' 

The cbüritetes sent for 'Imma r <he 
entered, '4iöldmg 'Lady Maria'^ -armu 
Fatlier Albetti enlbrace^ her : th»}i 
takirig her hatid, »he pteseöfed hen to 
fhe jgentlemen, sayitig, «^^Count <p!r^ 
sato, thiti is your daughte*, wHoni iPra- 
V'rtfencie ft as presef ved for yqu. " 



" ^y father I Aud have I tbcn a 
.father?' ] 

*' Yes, my chiW '!" ^W l^e, tendexly 
ipiressing her in liis arms, '' I am your 
^iiiGT ! And to Metella.and the goofi 
ifathers of Amalß ami iudebted for a 
^claughtar : hut for tlieir careyou would 

long ere this:ha\'e^ ht/^n with your mo« 
. ther, in the regions of blißs/' 

** Oh, my motheri • Said Antonipi 

pressing the countess's hand, ''herejs 
ji ntw trtaJi I fear ; £01 I despair of 
;iueeting in the <^orId a thiid kind 
c£äther : h^, too .sur^^ ;^jli take luuna 

.frc^m^." 

* ' SuQhrfcars you, mpst not indulge, 

,n\y dear : at first he nfiy be la little 
\^V?jp$e itQjjour .Union, y^u no döubt, 

the nianj adyocatesjauJiave .will pre- 

^vail." 

i .M^U^U then <expt^$Sted her lipnest 

^oy at p»<* iware boWiljg Jmma in her 

They 



•'V 
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They werd thcii joined by M. atid 
Madam Kenelm, who coDgratulated 
Inima on her good ftirtone. 

Antonio sigbed, and Imma did not 
look quite so happy as most orphans 
\vk)üld 'on being owned by a rieh and 
titied father. AU assembied ät supper, 
and a visible gloom clouded every face, 
but Count Orsato's, for all knew and 
fe)t fhe dreadful suspeÄsc Antonio la- 
boured under. ' 

** My dear Imtna,*' «aid Count Or- 
sato, ' taking her band, for she was 
•seated by bis side, '** you do not smile 
on your new-found father. Why this 
serious^ »look ? . Yöu are töo grave/' 

^"Qh, my.^father!" said Imimä, "do 
not lay it to- the äccount bf iödJflFer- 
erice, dr insen^ibility ; the name of 
father sounds awful on my ears. I know^ 
the many't ender duties due from a diild 
to a^iai^entpaftid fearl shall faüin soffli^ ^ 
ofthem." ' ' \" 

■ ;■ ^^No^ 
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'* No, my \ove, the few I shall jCXr 
act, you will I dare say cheerfuHy perr 
form. We will in a few days set off 
for Taren to, and in our way makp a 
Visit to the gcxod ^botat AmalfL At 
Tareqta you shall reign a little; queeni 
over domain enough to i^atisfy any mo- 
derate anibition.'^ ' 

*^ Unfortunately, signore, not a rin- 
gle spark of ambition glows in my 
breast. Metel^'s cottage, or any cot- 
^g^9 with the friends of my heart, is 
the height of my wishes." . 

** Time,, jRy_dear, will change your 
opinioos/*. ' - , . . , 

" Time will neyerlchange my heart ; 
it may admit the Claims of a pa^ent^ 
but never will it relinquisb its present 
attachments and friendships.*' 

** Ingratitttde» my In?ma, I wc>uld 
not .teach you ; and eyery attachment 
you have formed I >^ill cuunt^nance 
and encouragCj whlch militatef^ not 

against 



againf^t my rank, and my .future pros* 
pects.*' 

Imma, violently agitated by hope 
and ^ear, «wiShing tx) declape her senti- 
mentsfor Coimt Antonio, ^böt delicacy 
fördfä her : ihe surik e^ihausted in her 
father's arais, falvttly repeating, ** AU 
my friends are noble." ' 
• Cmmt 'Antonio, who bad sat during 
tiie conversation, *in a panting, liaff- 
dytng. *dtate, Aras'at her srde in a me- 
metft, 'todk her 'hand, «nd' tenderly 
cried, ** My Imtnä, n^y lifi?, my soul, 
look. up ; ^lodk • on , «yoür jVotonio, and > 
bid him live !" She gave him her han^^ 
ihtti sighed— "Myjfaihcr ! — Ple^td tö 
Hiy ^folhör.^' Madani Keneiai ruDg 'the 
bell for har'maili ; -Ursula came, and as 
she took Imma from Orsato, she ex- 
claimed, ** 'Holy Virgin^* if yöu -sufFer 
wrong to öSsaU'this angel, I'.shaH thirik 
you ^navfe^fotsook yoiir »sex, and will 
iievet 'pmy Vo you *again. -NowBtgnore 

^'^ ' Antonio 
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Antoi^i^. t^ke this- arm, fif^qae pke^^s^ 
necj^ssof j^" They kft the room, foUawed 
by Ui€{ CouatefiSi Lad^ M^a, Eath^er 

J • " ;W^.liow sQn. is thfsr. Antpc^ip rV saitl 

j ;V Jäcja my. 500, coijint}*' said^tho 

fumfci • i ... 

I Cottnt Or^^to bo^wed 

I , ^^ And a niost amiable young t^a« 

be k^V r^^ tb/e öarL 
. *^ No dßnW/ returfted Orsato,, ** but 
he Ippksf Uke aü Eng^isbrnan." 

^^ He was educated iu Koglaxid^ ua-- 
de)n my a;yai by a ooost s^miable and! good 



itoD,", 



Ors£|tp^l^wad ag^ia; and ^fter scHoae 
geneijal con? (rb^ation» tbey reticed foi; 
the night.: 

Tbree d^ys pasaad^. apd each increasec) 
|,mn)^!s: in4i$ß9^ti9i)i; and^ Cöunt An** 
t<fctip'sanf4et^^;,and^^tbpr Ba9ilurge4 
t)^^ ff»9ce,,^ ^i^aypiif by speaking tq 

Coun 
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Comit Orsdto, to gäm'Wsxonatnt ta 
their union, as the only means öf pre* 
scrving their Üvcs ; for he plaüly skw 
that grief was again undcrmming 
Count Antonio's heaK h aad reasou. 

Prince Gareci, a second time alftrmerf 
for his don's Ufe, consülted' ^Wh the 
earl how he should proceed, and they! 
agreed that to apply to Count Orsato 
was the only Step. '*. 

They found him in conVersatiön with 
Lord Linton, and joinfed inthe sul^ject, 
when in a short tinie they led him tö 
s^ak*öf Ichma.» 

*' It is. Strange/' said Coünt Orsato, 
*' that having found a father should 
gl'^e hfer no pleasure ; she has been ill 
evh'^'«inee the disfcovei^y,' -eaeK day 
worse, and now she cannot leave htt 
bed. It is true I'äin'tö heras a Strange 
man, foi* I ha VC not seen.'her sin ce she 
tvast'twö yeärs ükK'- Btft wh^ö^ is th^ 
iöstiüct, ihe ströttg irff^elliiygstJf Ihe 

heart. 



> 
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heart|i wliich I haye heard of tt^ben two 
nearly related meet/ignorant pftheir 
copsangüinity ?" . ,1 

/' lmm?L, Qodoubt^f s.aid the earl, 
" feels all tbis, and is truly bappy in. 
having found ^father; and it is the 
high sense she fpels of the duty due to 
a parent, which causcs her preseut in- . 
dispQsitiont; and^he is not the only one 
wbo is sinking under the fear that her 
obe4ience to y ou^ will oblige her to be 
unjust to another.'* 

** I hope not earl, I 6houl4 be un- 
hap)>y was my child unju&t ; l)ut say, 
sir,.whatis it that afflicts her?"; 

The ea.rl then detajied the .whole of 
Antonio's afFection for Imnia; his tak- 
ing her from Amalfi ; her dislike to 
bim^vthe^i he^ gi;owii\g love ;^ber fly- 
ing fromhim with Theresa; his mad- 
ness, and every subsequent occurrence : 
he concjuded with saying, it was Father 
Basii's öpinion,« and h^ himself w^ 

convinced 
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Cofivinccd that sfaould he withhold his» 
consent; or even keep Antonio a. few 
days longer in suspense, he would bc' 
föF ever* löst Iti so pathetic a man- 
uer ' Hi d the * eferi» diescribe bis mad ness, 
and the effect the appearance of Imma^ 
hlid' on bim, that Count ®rBato slied' 
toars-many times;^ 

*• Eärl/' Said Orsato, "Tatn at a' 
foss to utiderstand these things. Father 
Alberti told me, and your letler eon- 
firmed it, that niy Imma wa^taken away* 
by a Eord'Stelleri son of an English 
earl, and I presume yon are that earl ; 
and now it is Prince Gäreci*« son, 
Gount AnWnio, you have been speak- 
ing oft How is this; ?'* 

The prihce then related to^ bim the 
stramgediscöveiyand' eicchaDge'whicb 
had taken place sincc the letters were 
»ent to Amalfi.* 

"' Audi trust," Said PHnce Gäreci, 

** that my son will be esteemed agood 

3 match 
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match for Coünt Orsato's daught^, at 
least equal to thc Earl of Cleobright/' ^ 

** I must bcg leave to consi(ler of it. 
I own it will tnake great alteratioiis in 
my schemes and prospects.'* * 

^* Sir," Said the prince, 'ahesitated; 
not an instant to tnake your daughter 
happy by tny consent, and I knew libt 
but I was contaminatirig my blöod, in 
raart-yitig fiim to thfe obscure offspring 
of sorae low amour, or to thc orphan' 
daughter pf some-peasant'; bat bis 
choice was fixed, bis happiness marked 
out, and I would not, by withholding 
my consent, tlmt my son shoüld have 
cause to curse the liour that gave bim 
tö bis natural father, or by ah ininatufal 
act forfeit myright to that narae, The^ 
Carl had gfVen bis consent to the mar- 
riage befpre I claimed a prior right to ' 
the- boy. I follöwed bis example, atid 
I trust yöu, on a short consideration, 
will'dolikewise." 

vot/ir. M '* I allow 
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^* I allow tHt au alliance w\\\\ th<? 
House of Gareci» . would Ue higbly* f^itr 
tering/' said Qi^sato^ ^'Ikijiow it is 
niore poweiif ul thaii the ^ousß of S^- 
savino, but I bave my yi^^s, ^f^td 9ai^^ 
apt yet d^termine; I h9ped» tba^t ia 
fifldini; my da.ugbj^r I i^boi^d nftt hftye 
foqnda trpuWe." 

** ^hep/* ?5ked Pifinc^ . (j^anef i, 
^^ip^y I expect aa^^t^^wer? Do f\9t. 
tpfla witU rpy $ou's Ijife.'* 

" la a clay or two,^* H^pÜpd tbi& 
couut 

^3 Iniaia'ß fajealth a^4 ^pirits sun]f> 
Antopio cndeavpuxed to pre^erye his^ 4 
1j^ W^8 tpo iJl to jpin hi$ friends a|;tal?lft , 
y^t a aeat by tbp bfd of Imm% gay§ 
I\im cqrofo);!,. ajid ^^th tb^t he was. 
indulged the grea^t^at pajt of ^a^b 
day. Iqdj^ed An;tionjo and. t;^e lil^]^ 
IJhejieas, - wer? thq tH^> obj^cts. .vhic*b 
g^ye hex mM^ j^eawje. Tbe pi^i|Dfic> 
wa6 happy to see bis son ipei^ip, SQ cq)- 

k?töd, 
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lected, »wddreadmg each how fest in- 
sauity should take place; but Fäther 
Baflil ^lought tha^ wliile* tlwy coüld 
keep hope älire in his breast?, and he 
had free* access ta Imma's ch^imber, he 
would^remain calnr? bufc shouW a Sepa- 
ration take- place, all woirirf^ soon be 
oven Imnnt grewworse, and theprioce 
thoüght, for her sake, Orsato wbuld' 
seon* conseö* tö tlieir uttion^ and for 
that reason, he deffeired deiuari^ing 
Orsato's mi9\wry wlucli he promisedin . 
two days* 

Count Ovsatx) cdtistantly visited bis 
daoghljer twioe aday^ and e^nstanitly 
found Antonio thei^e. 

** You are very stteative, sir," said 
he to Antonio, one day when he met 
him there. 

. " Yes, Count Orsato^ the man who 

guards his deavesttveaBtxre, withall lU^ 

poifer and nxight; cannDtT^toatb^im«' 

M 2 seif 
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seif if itshouldbeioroedfioiiiluinby a 
stroDger pover«'' 

'' I hope, my Antonio," said Imma, 
taking bis band, and lookiog at her 
fatber, '' tbat no power bat death will 
sepaiate us. Say, my father, for it is 
yonr^B alone to decide: my fäte is 
in your hands ; I live or die as you 
bid/* 

" My child," said Orsato^ ** you are 
wanderiog ; toq mach Company hurts 
your head ; be at ease^ I will see you 
again in the eveoing." 

He left. the room. Imma, after a 
deep groan, faiotpd. Metellfi, all rage 
at Orsato s unfeeling bej^avioar, and 
alarmed at Imma's ^inting, opened the 
door, and screamed most violently. It 
was beard by all in the house» and 
Imma'd Chamber wa& filled in an ihiitant. 
Count Orsato retumed/ and tbxew him- 
sdf by the side of hisi daughten Me^ 

tella's 
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tella's screams, among the rest, tlrew 
the Strange lady ta Imma*s Chamber. 
All nervous and »haking, she presseü 
fonvard to the bed»-side, desiring, in a 
loud tone of voice, to know what wa» 
the matter. Tlie soiinds caugfat Count 
Orsato's ears ; he looked up ; then hid 
his ßice ; roared out * ^ A ghost ! a ghost f 
The spirit of your mothef, my Imma, 
is come torebukeme !'* *^0, Lord ! Q, 
Saint Michael defend me,'' cried Ur- 
sula; *'a ghost in the rbidclle of the day. 
I never before' heard of such a th'ing. 
O, Leörun, protect mtV As sure as the 
Witch of Ender raised the ghost of 
Samuel, the wicked abb^ has* s^nt it, 
Ö! dear, where shall I gor"» "Come 
here, Ursula," said Leolinj^ creeping 
under the beJ. Ursula follo\*^ed, Ibut 
stück by the way, and like a frighteiied 
ass, she cared not for her posteriors> 
so her head was in the dark. " A ghost !' 
exclaimed every one, and looked round. 
M 3 Metella, 
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Metella, with tlie rest^ wheo seeiog the 
stmngie lady, she screapned ten th^u- 
sand timcft loud^r than at ümt. ** A 
ghost, indeed. Oh ! Ct^sacdra, <^l ! 
my mnTjd^^dtnistres^*' th<^a «vok with 
fright on a chair. Leolia ^hearing 
ghoAt ftfid Qiußder, he bqg^a to beUfiv 
out murder, >^th aU hb mig1«t ; and 
Lord Linto«, [in assifitiHg Ccmnt Ocs&to 
oä^thc bed^ kicked Ufsula's Hiost prcv- 
miDcnt parts : — " Marder,** reiterated 
ßhe, as löud as s)ie could bawl. 

'^ MetcfUa^'V'^^id Ccissändra, fbr so 
thfsjstraage l^dj'proyed to b^ ^^ I am 
»oghoet ;> boit say do( I hope in vaiiiy 
or 16 t^isiny loptma, with whom I bave 
«o often conversed, aikt always a:d«> 
jnired ? , Is abe tny Imma^ my dear 
chijd? Teil me> Metella.*' 

" Yes, my d^ar, my long lost Ulis* 
tresSy she is your Imma, nor has sbe 
ever been from nie sirice you Ifeft her 
at Amalfi> tili a few months since ; and 

my 
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fliy dear mistress, here is Count Orsatö, 
your husband !" 

" VVhcre? VVhere?'* Äclaimed Cas- 
sandm. She türned routtd^ he elasped 
'her in his ärnis. 

TKiä sttdden and uneKf>ected mi^t- 
ing was painful tb both ; (Hör Wefe 
'the f^äiings of all preseht nnifati^räsied. 
Wbäii their tatndltUous feelings had 
subsided, aüd th&y Wlste \ve\l ässur^d 
of the i-ealitj of each blher's exbtBilc^, 
tli€j turned to immo) who retrovtred 
from her fiintiog düririg thfe tötnül#, 
«dd viewed, uibw dead than alive, the 
^assing sccue. 

^* My dear Imma," öaid Orsatoi 
'* erabrate your mother, who is most 
miraculously sent to üs." 

Cassandra kissed Imiiia tenderly, 
and expressed the sincerest sorrow at 
find ing her so ilL 

j '* Ah ! my dear motlier," said Imma, 

*' it is, I trust, in your power, to give 

M 4 health 
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healtb to my frame, and peaoe to my 
breast/' 

** And how, my daughter, my child ? 
Point out the way,'' said Cassandra. 

Imma took Antonlo's hand, and 
pointidg to Prince Gareci, faindy säid, 
••lie will teil you." 

At Father Basil's request, they all 
left the rooih but Antonio and Metel- 
la, for he saw that the late biistle and 
wonderful events, which had staken 
place so. fast, one on the other, werfe 
too much for her weakened franbe. 

** And what have we here ^" said Me- 
tella, as she looked tojirards the bed, 
and saw ürsula's unprotected partspro* 
bapse the curtain, "what have wfe 
here?" repeated Metella, and she kick- 
ed her: — '* Havemercy/' cried Ursula, 
'' jt is I."— ^* I ! And what dtf you do 
there." 

" Is the ghost gone ? good Me* 
tella/* 

" Gone ! 
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*^ Gone ! yes. You may come out." 

Out backed Ursula, and as she raised 
herseif on her knees, she returned 
thanks to her guardian saiot> tbat she 
did not see the ghost. 

** And was it the ghost of yourpoor 
murdered mistress ?" 

•' You heard nie say so; and if ever 
I saw my mistress in my life, she en- 
tered the room when Count Orsato 
calied ghost." 

'' O Lord ! O Lord !" roarcd out 
Leolin, as he poaked his head- from 
ünder the bed, fully ornamented with 
fine white down ; *' I hope my master 
will have it laid in the Red Sea ; I 
shall never be able to go about the 
house, if she is not lain. Old Mildred's- 
ghost frightened me into a fever, and f 
was obliged to leave my place — and 
from your murdered mistress, Metella, 
höly Stephen defeiid me." 

Leolin, creeping from underthe bed, 
M 5 i his 



S50 SECRET MACHIXATIONJ, 

his broad face pale with fear, bis strong- 
stout limbs trembling, with bis dusty 
bonours hanging tbickly about him, 
so diverted Antonio, that, weafc and 
low-spirited as he was, hc laughed most 
heartily, which a little disconcerted 
Leolin ; but fear overcame sbatne, and 
he, with great gallantry, pusbed Ur- 
sula out of the room first, and followect 
close behind, putting one band overbis^ 
eyes, and holding her gown with the 
other. 

The last few months had teemed 
with events so stränge and unexpected^j. 
every thing round wore so much the 
face of roinancc, that they began to 
doubt their reality ;. each feit a strong. 
desire to know by what meam Cas- 
Sandra and Orsato had been separated^ 
and kept ftom each other and the >voild 
for so long a time; but none could? 
bving their miuds to a settled State, op 
rest their attentioitö on one object long 

enough i- 
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ftüÖDgh to attend : rior couM eithet Ca$* 
daadf^orOrisato methodise theaccounts 
they had to give, so coh thiually did theiif 
«houghtd revert frorti thörr ^efeetrt; bap- 
pine^ <ö their pas^t sufferingis, then to* 
ehe sick-bed of their daiughter; thtrd 
they hung with teridir fear, which cäst 
doubts and gloom ov^r thefr brighttn- 
ing prospectä. 

Cassandra havlng heartJ frotri the 
coantess the whole of Innria^s^'tufFer- 
lÄg^i tindertook to prevarl ön O^sato- 
to consent to their marriage; fcut hv 
Ta:m did »he ptead Itnrtt^'s cavtie; hf 
wüs iiiexorable ; and to the great gr'icf 
of aU, he gave a: y^crem^tory refüsül 

•^ The»," Said Princef Gareci, clasp- 
ii>g bt^ bänds in an agonV, *^ my böy's> 
deätb iä eer^tain, it is iilevitäble.'' 

• '^ And I," Said' Fätlier ßäsiJ, ^'^ do 
. pi^önkHitite tbat Ttnma can Aot live. " 

**/Son' OrsatOi" said f a«hei^ Atberttj ' 

'' andv vi'^ill yöu. tbos irWyy thufi- vMn^ 

u6 tonly,. 
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tonly, throw away a life I have so many 
years preserved? Is it thusyouvalue 
blessings so great and so lately bestow- 
ed ? Is it thus you repay qur care and 
trouble ? Is this your gratitude to Hea- 
ven and us ? Murder your child ! and 
not only your child, but the child of 
another will fall l?y the same blow I — 
Son, it shall not be. Think not tbat 
you bave füll power over her; the 
church has some, and shall exert it. — 
I will go niyself to his Holiness, and 
State , the melancholy case of my darl- 
ing girl, and he shall demand her» — 
Heaven knows the pain and sickness X 
endured ; the many months heart-ache 
I sufTered, when she was taken awdy 
from Amalfi, but I forgive the youth ; 
most sincerely do I forgive hira ; love 
was the cause of his crime, but it wasa 
love pure as my own. He respected the 
maid's hp^^^j^^ ^^j jjg shall be r^eward- 
cd. I Äwcar ! (and the gqod man lifted 

up 
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up bis hands and eyes to heaven) I 
swcar by my Great Master he sball be 
rewarded." 

*' Brother AVberti, give me thy 
band ; I will bear testimoiiy to the ne- 
cessity of the marriagc, and our abbot 
^ill put bis band to tbe petition, and 
what is donCj must be done quickly/* 
Said Father Basil. 

*' It sbäll, my brotber. To^inorrow.'s 
sun shali light me to the bed-side of 
my child, to take my farewell, andit 
sliall leave me pressing fbrward to 
Rome ; nor will I aleep nntil I see bis 
Holiness."' 

*' I," Said the earl, " will order my 
carriage> and accoitipany you." 

•* I accept your offer kindly, my 
son; your presence will have great 
weight." 

Father Alberti arose, and leaving bisr 
benediction withthe Company, retired. 

Cassandraagain resumed her entrea- 

ties; 
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ties ; »he wa» joincd hy all the Com- 
pany present, bat to tbera he made not 
the least answer; he sat silent and 
thougbtfuly tintil there was a general 
move to retire for the night Cas<» 
nudra, as thcy were 'going to their 
Chamber, iirst led tbe Count Orsato to 
Imma's, where they foimd Lady Maria 
and Lord Stellor. 

** Look, my dear Orsato," said Cas- 
Sandra, ** at our fadhig cherub/' as she* 
drew the curtatn on one side ; ** look,. 
and recollect the joy you feit when first 
she opeoed her ey»; when she stretch- 
ed out her little hands, as imploring 
our care^ Remetnber, Orsato^ Bhose 
pleasureS) and tiie blessings you called 
on me for giving you such a chüd '^ 
they still dwell on my eai»« And can^ 
you- cruelly devote this child to death ^ 
Lost to ua fi>r sev^teen years, and lost 
to each otheit as long^ now fonnd. but a 
few days, and found in all tbe bloom o£ 

beauty ;; 
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beauty ; found rieh in every mental 
accomplisbnxent, adorned with every 
bright intellectual jcwel a father can 
wish a child to possess^ ^ and can yoiu 
throw such agera away, when bypre- 
serving her IJfe, you will preserve the 
life of an only aon, and form an alli-^ 
ance with a house superior to youu 
©wn?'' . 

*^ My dear Cassandra," satdOrsato^ 
^•"say no more; be aasured I love my 
daughter, and would save her life, andl 
make that life happy, was itia my 
power.*'' ^ 

Lady Riaria, who was melted in tears^ 
at Caseandra's expostulation^ simk on: 
her knees^ and claspiijg. Orsato's, said, 

*' Let me, count, add my entrean 
ties, let nie plead for my brother, at 
feast for oue 1 love as a })rother," 

** Rise, madam," said Orsato, I beg, 

'^ and be assured what I can do I will.'* 

. ^^ That 15 a promiae," returned Lady 

Maria, 
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Maria, " for we au kncfw tv^hat we ask 
is in your power to perform. "" ^ 

-After kissing Imma's chcefe; which' 
was moist with tears, Cassandra ancf 
Orsato retired, as did Lady Maria, after 
wärmly enibraeing her fricnd, and beg- 
ging her to rely on Orsato's last pro- 
mise. 

Imma was left to the care of Metella 
and Agacha. She passed the first part 
of the night in almost frantic ravings ; 
when hei* niind, tortured on the rock of 
suspense aiid despair, her strength ex- 
hausted, andiier disorder increased, 
she^ feil in a fit, at first feebly strug- 
gling, then motioriless, her hauds 
clenched, and each limb stretched out. 
Metella's fears ran high ; all caution for- 
sook her, she flew out of the room, and 
with the most Jjiercing screams, avvak- 
ened the whole house. Cassandra and 
Orsato were the first in the room, Fa- 
ther Basil followed, then Lady Maria ; 

Antonio, 
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Antonio^ Lord Linton» the earl, coun- 
tess, Prince Gareci, M. Kenelm, bis 
lady atid son, all orowded into Imtna^s 
room. 

** Sheisdeadl^criedMetella^ wrhi^- 
ing her hands ; ^' she is dead !'' 

"Ol the dariingof my soul! the 
joy of my life, dead !'* groaned Count 
Antonio, and left the room, foHowed 
by Agatha, iTho insisted she was not 
dead. 

" Now, OrSatö," said Cassandra^ 
** you have done your wöret. 'Wais it 
only to behold tbis crüel act of yoiir'si 
that I have been preservcd? Was it 
only to witness the death of my child^ 
that I struggled against cruelties, suf* 
ficient to deprive me of existence ?— ^ 
Detested man, more barbarous than 
your bfother — Cassandrastops not long 
after her dear child,her Imma/' 

She, in the deepest despair, left the 
xoom. Father Basil requested there 

might 
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333tght be HO noise. 'Hesaw symptoixis 
of life, anjd boped the best. Madatn 
Kenelm netutnfed' to her room to coin- 
plete her dress, as she determined not 
to goto bed agäin^ büt visit htr des- 
pairing friend. She rung her bell for 
Ursula; no Ursula came. She then 
v«t td her rooih^ and föUhd her hid 
bndek- the bed^clotbes. 

" Why, Ur&ulä/' denäänded Mädaih 
ICenelni, in an angry tone, **didyö.u 
not answei* niy bell ? Get up, I want yt5u. " 

'* O, theghost ! Holy Agnes defeüd 
me l Madam, höw could I come? Haß 
Hot the ghost been runniiig all ovfer 
the house ? As sure as Elijah was car- 
rieU up to heaven, the ghost \vould 
have flowu awäy with me." . 

'* Foolish girl, get up; I will hear 
no feudi nonsense. Ghost, indeed— 
stuff — ^There is no such tbing." 

** O, dear ! do not say so, inadam, 
or she will come screamitag into the 

roonv 
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room, aBil sctatch our ey^s Oüt.' I 
tlare say the wicHed abb6 «ent lier, 
Metelia ea(fs it is her munderlsd ini9>- 
tress. 'God forgive« hun ] l supposfe 
lie murdered her. I wish I had oot 
taketi the cup and s)>obn9 a\ray : fae is 
in angeraad spUe with me." 

** Make haste, and do nottchnttfir 
6o/' Said her miMress,. ikrhile^hc treif»- 
bling Ursula was huddling oq her 
clothes. M. Kesadm had mng his bell 
«also to BO purpose for ; Leolin^ • . andi 
}rke his lady^ wta obligtd to go td 
his room. 

" Leolin/' Said he, opening tlie doör, 
" get up, and come to my study." 

" O Lord ! O Lord, sir I How can I? 
The ghost, theghost ! Lsaw the bleed- 
ihg ghost — ^she came, she came, and 
screamed in my ears. Oh, holy Ste*» 
phen, protect oie from her !" 
•^ " You great fool, get up : I wish 
she had you iu her arms !'* 

*^0h, 
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** Oh, for heaven's sake, master, say 
not so, or she will come. * O Lord ! 
O Lord ! Pray have her lain in the Red 
Sca, orpöor Leolin cannot go about thie 
house to do his work.*' 

*'Then lay there," replied M. Ken- 
elm, ** you doalt, you fearful ass ?" — 
And meeting *with a footman, whom 
tha noise had roused, heorderedbim 
to attend in his dressrng*room. 

While Father Basil was employing 
evcry mean& in his power to lecatth« 
fleeting sparks of life. Fathe? Albefti 
both remonstrated and upbraided the 
Coünt Orsato, who at lastnielfed to 
an unmanly softness^ and begged Fa- 
ther. Alberti's private ear- He retired 
with him to an pther room ; and Me- 
tella, anxious to know if the Conference 
woöld prove to the happine&s of Imi^ia, 
frequently listened : nothing coirld she 
hear diatinctly, bat the last sentenc^ 
of Father Alberti^ as he moved to-- 

ward* 
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wai'd$ the door — " Son, be at peace : 
the church will absolve your vov." 
.**yow!" said Metella to herseif: 
*'now^ would I give iny silver heart- 
box, whiqh I- vowed to oifer as ari ex-? 
vato for Imma's recovery, to kaow 
what vow the count has made," - 

They returnpd to Imma's room, an4. 
found her supported by Lady Maria, 
supping a cordial draught, which the 
aged hand of Father Ba3il was holding 
tober Ups. 

*' My dear lady/* said the Count 
Orsato, ^* whisper to your dying friend 
her father cpnsetits tö make her happy. 
Bid her live for jiim aiid Antonio : rer 
turning health sball crown tlxeir. nup- 
tials." . ' ^ 

Imma moved her languid eyes to- 
wards her father, as if to thank him, 
O.rsatio, with Father Albörti, wentto 
Count Antonie*s i*ooni, whom >tliey. 
found lying acro^s the bed, and bis 

father 
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fatber od one side weepiog ov€r hi», 
and Agatha on the oth«r. 

** I come/' said Oisato^ ^* the mes- 
senger of peace and ba^ipiness to An- 
tonio : I<mma lives, a»d lives fot him 
aJoö€>!" 

** Blessed' tidings !'* said ABtomo, 
Uftiftg iip bis bead : '^ And- db I hear 
ibem from Cöunt Orsato — fKNn- her 
fathei«?'' 

*•* Yies, my son ! rise^ and kt n>e 
lead you to her ; let me have the pka- 
sure of binding my promise, by giviiig 
heryour ha,ndi" • . 

♦* To what," asfced the prince, *^ do 
\ve ow« this sudA^h diange ?^ 

^^ To the GonnseU o^ tbatgood man," 
said Orsato, pointing to Fatfaer AI- 
berti. 

** Acoept,'* said PrinoeGfareci, " the 
Aanks ef a iather, happy by your m- 
terlttenoev'^ 

He then amsted ha» son to ri^e ffom 
• • S tbe 
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the bed, Bfid walk to Imina's room : 
the sc^ne h^^s affecting and tende? ; 
eaoh Mncertly etijoyed the ppoepect of 
vetMmtig h/Siy^rie&s ; and as soon as 
t]fß hume^ spirits^ öf Imtna and An- 
toiiia weve in some degfee calm^ Orsato 
flew^ ito mform hU dear Cassandra of 
VfhsLt had passed; as dkl Liddy Maria to 
infbrqi her mo^her» 

Gassat\i^a*s joy was cxoessive ; she 
embracöd her^ hnsband with • grateful 
lav«; theahastenedtölQim^'schambeF 
tO' btess hei^phildren. 

. The rapidity of Imma*s recovery was 
mcTJßääde, and. ABkonio^ a§ a wheel oF 
tbe same maöbin^^ ipoved but as sbe 
did. Asthebarometer ia aUbcted by 
tbe weight o£ the air, so was Antonio 
by the State of linttiä's heältb : was 
she. w-ell — ^he was so : did she com- 
plain— he was uohappy* Soarce had 
two weeks ekpsed, wben Ininm and 
i^topio joinqd thelfamily; at table, and 

never, 
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never, perhaps, were fifteeb peisons at 
one table so scrently huppy ; every 
thiDg appeared to glule oq iigreeable to 
their wishes, and Bothiög was talked . 
of bvt preparations fox tbe eplproaching 
weddiDg. The two fatber» seemed to 
eudenvour to out-vie eacb* otber ialove 
and munificeiioe to tbeir children ; and ' 
there was much difficulty m üxingön 
a re$idence /or tbem. At length Cas- 
sandra propoded, that. their winters 
shoüld be spent at Tarento tvith them, 
and that thc prince's. Company would 
hß an ßdd^d pl€«u5wre ; tbeir» suromers, 
where tbe princö .and Comit Antonio 
pleased, To tbia prqposal tbe prince 
agpced,, ^ayingi hq hopfd^^hat a tender 
and an afiectionate .interc^urse would 
ever subsist between the^families. 
. WJ;iile ni^tt^rs . were in tbis happy 
\vfay, Sir George Philopiath returned, 
%^bp?n cCafisandra, ; in. hei? sticcessions of 
pleasure ;aiid;piin> :had quite forgotw 

Sir 



»SCRET MACHINAIION8. 205 

Sir George ^m^ agrceably surprised to 
find Father Alberti there, who intro- 
duced Count Or^ato Saiisovino to him 
a& Imma's father ; ' ' And, " said Cassan- 
dra, rising and prescnting him again, 
'* my husband, .Sir George.'* 

" Is it possible !" said. he ; ** I feii* 
citate you on your good fortune, 
countess ; and youi; amandation is of 
no use. I waited a week after I deli 
vered your letter for an answer: the 
lady was liot in good health when I 
presented it : she was mourntng the 
death of a new friend^ and the adsci* 
tioö» sorrow your letter conveyed oon* 
fined her tq her bed. I was honoured 
with a seat by her bedrside several 
mornings, and with me she discoursed 
on the injustice and cruelty you had 
du(fered> and said, she had long thought 
you dead, as she had sarae years ago 
written several letters/ andnonewere 
answered. She then consulted on the 
VOL. IT. N Steps- 



^fj« TiViZ acraaiu* tr hc TT.Vrgi ä Or- 
der VjcWizTk yt-rr cstzrc Tht poor 
laCT is ia a bsii wrr ; she is £3 atnbt- 
IkTjfn to a gTcai cfgTse, aod I alvsrs 
fo jsd ii:^:f affected at cirry yiszC I 
vat oftfn throwB hito a %ci v avkva/d 
Situation wfaen with her; 



she vas soddenlv seixed vith an ofaum- 
tacencc ; tben she voold point^at tha 
and that, and distort ber features in a 
thousand frightfol fonns. Another 
time she would be deprired of all xe- 
miniscence; and theo asudden pause 
in our conversation would take place, 
or she would continoe to atter words 
so heterogeneous to the subject, that 
I sometimes thougfat a denientatioa had 
taken place. — But, countess, there is 
her letter, and 1 am supremely happy 
you do not need her assistance ; but 
let me beg of you to write to the ba- 
roness, that Count Orsato Sansovino 
ia rcturnedy and that you bave found 

your 
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your daughter, for your troubles prey 
on her healtk" 

Cassandra returned Sir George many 
thanks for his trouble, and promised to 
inform the Baroness StenkofF of her 
good fortune the next day. 

Count Antonio, impressed with a fear 
that sonae unforeseen impediment to 
his marriage with Imma might again 
take place, requested theCountess of 
Cleobright to prevail on Imma to con- 
sent, that an early day might be named 
to complete bis happiness. 

Imma, when her own troubles wcre 
dispelled and forgotten, in the affec- 
tionate tendemess of her parents, and 
the endearing attentions of Count An- 
tonio and her friends, found room in 
her bosom for the distresses of Theresa, 
and declared to the counte.>s, that her 
happiness would be incomplete if The- 
resa did not ivitness the ceremony^ 
which gave her to the love, care, and 
N S protection, 
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proteetion, of the man her heart owns 
äs its mästen The count/ unable io 
. oppose her wishes, consented to post- 
pOBC the wißhed-for day onc month 
longer ; for, according to Fathcr BasH^s 
calculation, Theresa might be expected 
by that timc. 

To beguile the lagging hpurs of the 
long Winter evenings, Cassandra and 
Orsato promised to relate the events of 
the last sixteen years of their lives. 
£ach of the party had long feit a 
strong desire to know by what meana 
tbey had so long been separated from 
each other ; but so distressed had each 
mind been employed, and so interested 
in the cause of Immaand Antonio, that 
seither time nor attention ofFered. 

Here, as in most civilized countrics» 
the fcmales take precedence of the 
males in all ceremonious triäes, though 
pcrhaps, in the more momentous con- 
cerns of life, they are placed too far 

in 
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in thi& back ground : so Cassandra's täte 
preceded Orsato's. 

Think you not, my fair readcrs ! tbat 
this cercmoüions preference shewn to 
US by thc otbei sex, is figurative of 
< their feelings ? I do believc thcy feel 
and know the pre-eminence given to us 
by Natura, and nothing but a jealous 
feaf prevents their benefiting by our 
abilities ; and most men of penetration 
and discernment have a far higher opi- 
nion of women in general, than they 
are wiüing to acknowledge. So says 
vanity. No, my fair friends ! vanity 
is out of the question ; for I niay be 
one of the many, whose abilities are 
unnoticed,. or do not rise above medi- 
ocrity. I speak from Observation, and 
obseryations made in difFerent nations 
and kingdoms ; and I have always 
found the more civilized, enlightened, 
and refined the men were, the more 
honour, respect, and deference, they 
2 paid 
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paid to the women ; and when a man 
treats a woman with neglect, or rüde- 
nessy OF utters coarse language and 
oatbs in her presence, be^assured he is 
either deficient in sense or education. 
But to Cassandra's story. 
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